TITLE 8 - CULTURE
CHAPTER 2 - REPATRIATION
Legislative History: 8 T.O.C. Chapter 2, Repatriation, was enacted and codified by Resolution
No. 09-137 effective March 18, 2009.
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Section 1201 Definitions.
(A)
Archeological Resources Protection Ordinance means Ordinance No. 06-84, appearing as
Chapter 1 of this Title, as may be amended.
(B)
Burial Site means any natural or prepared physical location, whether originally below, on,
or above the surface of the earth, into which as a part of the death rite or ceremony of a culture,
individual human remains are deposited.
(C)
Cultural Affairs Program (AProgram@) is the program under the Executive Branch of the
Tohono O=odham Nation responsible for preservation, repatriation, public affairs, museums and
archeology in accordance with the administrative plan approved by the Legislative Council and
in accordance with the Program=s scope of work.
(D)
Cultural Affiliation means that there is a relationship of shared group identity which can
be reasonably traced historically or prehistorically between a present day Indian tribe and an
identifiable earlier group, including the relationship between the Tohono O=odham and the Paleo
Indian, Archaic, and Hohokam cultural groups.
(E)

Cultural Items means human remains and
(1)
associated funerary objects, which shall mean objects that, as a part of the death
rite or ceremony of a culture, are reasonably believed to have been placed with individual
human remains either at the time of death or later, and both the human remains and
associated funerary objects are presently in the possession or control of a federal agency
or museum, except that other items exclusively made for burial purposes or to contain
human remains shall be considered as associated funerary objects.
(2)
unassociated funerary objects, which shall mean objects that, as a part of the death
rite or ceremony of a culture, are reasonably believed to have been placed with individual
human remains either at the time of death or later, where the remains are not in the
possession or control of the federal agency or museum and the objects can be identified
by a preponderance of the evidence as related to specific individuals or families or to
known human remains or, by a preponderance of the evidence, as having been removed
from a specific burial site of an individual culturally affiliated with a particular Indian
tribe.
(3)

sacred objects, which shall mean specific ceremonial objects which are needed by
Page 1 of 3

traditional Native American religious leaders for the practice of traditional Native
American religions by their present day adherents.
(4)
cultural patrimony which shall mean an object having ongoing historical,
traditional, or cultural importance central to the Tohono O=odham, Paleo Indian, Archaic,
or Hohokam cultural groups rather than property owned by an individual Tohono
O=odham, Paleo Indian, Archaic, or Hohokam, and which, therefore, cannot be alienated,
appropriated, or conveyed by any individual regardless of whether or not the individual is
a Tohono O=odham member and such object shall have been considered inalienable by the
Tohono O=odham, Paleo Indian, Archaic, or Hohokam at the time the object was
separated from such group.
(F)
Cultural Preservation Committee (ACommittee@) refers to the Legislative Council
standing committee having oversight authority of any legislation or activities which would
impact Tohono O=odham cultural, religious, historic, and archeological resources, sites, customs,
traditions, or events.
(G)
Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (ANAGPRA@) refers to 25
U.S.C.A. ' 3001-3013, 18 U.S.C.A. ' 1170, as may be amended.
Section 1202 Nation=s Contact.
The Cultural Affairs Program (AProgram@) shall be the designated contact for the Tohono
O=odham Nation on issues relating to the NAGPRA and the repatriation of all Tohono O=odham
human remains and Cultural Items; provided that the Program shall promptly copy all
repatriation-related notices to the Committee.
Section 1203 Filing Claims.
The Program shall develop a written policy for filing repatriation claims and otherwise
accepting repatriation of Cultural Items under the NAGPRA or any other law or by voluntary
repatriation. The policy shall include but not be limited to:
(A)

the types of Cultural Items that shall be claimed on behalf of the Nation;

(B)
a description of situations in which the Program will respond to NAGPRA-related and
other repatriation issues;
(C)

the process by which claims are filed and repatriations accepted; and

(D)
the title of the position(s) within the Program that are vested with authority to make
claims or accept the repatriation of Cultural Items to be returned to the Nation.
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Section 1204 Ownership of Archeological Resources Removed from the Nation.
Archeological Resources, as that term is defined in the Archeological Resources
Protection Ordinance, excavated and removed from the Nation shall remain property of the
Nation and permission to remove Resources shall not imply transfer of ownership.
Section 1205 Repatriation Authority.
(A)
Except as otherwise expressly delegated by the Tohono O=odham Legislative Council, the
Program, acting on behalf of the Nation, shall have exclusive authority to file claims and accept
the repatriation of Cultural Items from burial sites that are identified as culturally affiliated with
the Tohono O=odham, Paleo Indian, Archaic, or Hohokam cultural groups.
(B)
The Program may repatriate Cultural Items to the 11 districts of the Nation if the Program
determines that such Cultural Items originated from sites within those district boundaries.
(C)
The Legislative Council may amend this law to recognize additional district repatriation
areas.
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