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RESOLUTION OF THE TOHONO O'ODHAM LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
(Approving a Settlement Proposal for the Nation's SifOidak Water Rights Claims) 

RESOLUTION NO. 09-09; 

1 WHEREAS, the Tohono O'odham Nation has water rights claims pending in the GUa River 

2 general stream adjudication which remain to be Utigated or settled; and 

3 WHEREAS, in 1994 the Nation described the Sif Oidak Water Claims to include claims in Sif 

4 Oidak, western Schuk Toak, Sells, Gu Achi, and Hikiwan Districts, and sought to 

begin negotiation ofthese claimswith the United States pursuantto Resolution No. 

6 94-014 entitled "Authorizing Request for AppointmentofFederal NegotiatingTeam 

7 on the SifOidak Water Claims"; and 

8 WHEREAS, the Nation presented these claims and a request to appoint a federal negotiating 

9 team to Secretary ofthe Interior Bruce Babbitt in February 1994; and 

WHEREAS, theSecretaryofthe InteriorfaDed toappointa federalnegotiating team, bntinstead 

11 in1998theSecretaryappointeda federal assessmentteamfor the Nation'sSifOidak 

12 Water Claims; and 

13 WHEREAS, in1999pursuanttoResolution No. 99-244,the Nationappointeditsnegotiating team 

14 consisting of one representative and an alternate from Sif Oidak District, the 

Legislative Water Resources Committee, and the Chairman of the Nation, and re­

16 characterized the SifOidak Water Claims as the "claims pending in the GUa River 

17 General Stream AdJndication related to the water resources in the Sif Oidak 

18 District"; and 

19 WHEREAS, thefederalassessmentteam metseveraltimesandprimarUydealtwiththe Nation's 

proposal for a diversion structure on the Santa Cruz River along the Greene Canal 

21 or Greene Wash to reduce Oooding at the community of Chui Chu and to bring 

22 Ooodwaters to Tat MomoUkot dam as a new water supply for the Nation; and 

23 WHEREAS, the Department of the Interior has not supported the Santa Cruz River diversion 

24 project,andInMarch2008suggestedthatthe Nationdrop the diversionprojectfrom 

its proposal and proceed with the other aspects ofits proposal; and 

26 WHEREAS, in several meetings during 2008 the Legislative Water Resources Committee 

27 considered whether to describe the claims as arising from SifOidak District alone 

28 orfromthe sb::districtswith landsinthe GUaRiveradjudicationboundaries, namely 

29 SifOidak, Gu Achi, schuk Toak, Hikiwan, Sells and Gu Vo Districts; and 

WHEREAS, on two occasions the Legislative Water Resources Committee met with 

31 representatives ofthesedistricts todiscuss thescopeofthe Nation'sSifOidakWater 
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1 Claims; and 

2 WHEREAS. in these meedngs itwas discussed that the damages to be asserted are primarlly in 

3 Sif Oidak District, and the CAP water source avaDable to settle the claims is, 

4 pracdcally speaking, only avaDable for use in SifOidak District; and 

5 WHEREAS, as a result of these meedngs, the Legislative Water Resources Committee has 

6 recommended that the Sif Oldak Water Claims be described as arising from the 

7 lands and waters within Sif Oidak District alone, and that Sif Oidak District be 

8 represented on the Nadon's negodadng teamfor the SifOidakWater Claims; and 

9 WHEREAS, in accordance with Resoludon No. 99-244, the Legislative Water Resources 

10 Committee has met with the SifOidak District Water Committee and the Nation's 

11 waterrightsconsultant, NaturalResources ConsultingEngineers, andhasdeveloped 

12 a Slf Oidak Water Claims Water Rights Settlement Proposal which has been 

13 presented to the Legisladve CouncD; and 

14 WHEREAS, the Legislative Water Resources Committee has presented the Water Rights 

15 SettlementProposal to the SifOidakDistrictCouncDat a meedng heldon February 

16 23,2009. 

17 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Tohono O'odham Legisladve CouncD: 

18 I. Renews its request, as first set forth in Resoludon No. 94-014, to the United 

19 States Department ofthe Interiorto appoint a federal negodadng teamfor the 

20 SlfOidak Water Claims. 

21 2. Approves the Sif Oidak Water Claims Water Rights Settlement Proposal as 

22 presented to the ConncD today and authorizes the Nadon's negodadng team 

23 identitled in Resoludon No. 99-244 to meet with any and all relevant federal 

24 representadvestovlgorouslypursue negodadonandsettlementoftheNadon's 

25 SifOidak Water Claims. 

26 Theforegoing Resoludonwas passedbytheTohono O'OdhamLegisladveConncDonthe24m 
•Day 

27 ofFEBRUARY. 2009 at a meedng at which a quorum was presentwith a vote of1.541.2 FOR; 622.1 
28 AGAINST; 172.0 NOT VOTING; and 199.2 [07] ABSENT ,pursuanttothe powersvested in theCouncD 
29 by Secdon 1ill ofArticle VI and Article XVII of the Constitudon ofthe Tohono O'Odham Nadon, 
30 adopted by the Tohono O'OdhamNadononIanuary18,1986; andapproved bytheAcdng Deputy 
31 Assistant Secretary - Indian Afl'airs (Operadons) on March 6, 1986, pursuant to Secdon 16 ofthe 
32 Act oflune 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 984). 
33 

34 

35 
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6 ~orJ~.'2009 
7 ATTEST: 

8 

9 

10 
11 

12 
13 SaidResolutionwassnbmiUedfora provaltotheofficeoftheChairmanofthe TohonoO'Odham 
14 Nation on the ;(S'fiA. day of , 2009 at::J: a I o'clock'-¥1-.M., 
15 pnrsuantto the provisions ofSection 5 ofArticle I ofthe Constitutionandwillbecome etrective 
16 npon his approval 01' upon his faDure to either approve or disapprove it within 48 hours of 
17 submittal. 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 [.~ APPROVED 

28 
29 [ I DISAPPROVED 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 

TOHONO O'ODIIAM LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

oathe JI dayof l.vt~ ,200'1 

at r,' Y(J o'clock, A.M. 

N~S'JObtL
TOHONO O'ODIIAM NATION 

38 Returned to the Legislative Secretary on the t21 day of 

39 
40 ~ ,2009. at {:5O o'clock, --L.M. 
41 
42 ~~ 43 LudUe Lopez, Ac egislative Secretary 
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ACTION: APPROVING A SETTLEMENT PROPOSAL FOR THE NATION'S SIF OIDAK WATER RIGHTS CLAIMS 

MOVED: COUNCILWOMAN WAVALENE ROMERO SECOND: COUNCILWOMAN MARY LOPEZ 

DATE: FEBRUARY 24, 2009 

#OF NOT 
DISTRICT LEGISLATIVE REPRESENTATIVES VOTES FOR AGAINST VOTING ABSENT 

BABOQUIV ARI 1. FRANCES MIGUEL 158.45 x X 

316.9 (Roberta Harvey) 
2. FRANCES G. ANTONE 158.45 

X 

(Vernon Smith) 

CHUKUTKUK 1. ETHEL GARCIA 132.40 X 

264.8 ( ) 
X2. VERLON M. JOSE 132.40 

X 

( ) 

GUACm 1. TIMOTHY L. JOAQUIN 113.95 X 

227.9 (Louis L. Johnson) 
2. CYNTHIA E. MANUEL X X 

( ) 113.95 

GUVO 1. GRACE MANUEL 99.60 X 

199.2 ( ) 
X2. RAYMOND VICTOR 99.60 

( ) 

mCKIWAN 1. MICHELLE ORTEGA 86.00 X 

172.0 ( ) 
X2. SANDRA ORTEGA 86.00 

( ) 

PISINEMO 1. CHESTER ANTONE (Absent) 91.20 X 

182.4 (Tony Murrietta) (Present) 
2. GERALD FAYUANT 91.20 

X X 
( ) 

SAN LUCY 1. LORRAINE EILER 90.55 X X 

181.1 ( ) 
X2. GLORIA RAMIREZ 90.55 

( ) 

SAN XAVIER 1. FELICIA NUNEZ ** 98.25 X 

196.5 ( ) 

2. OLIVIA VILLEGAS·LISTON 98.25 
X 

(Eileen A. Estrada-Lopez) 

SCHUKTOAK 1. FRANCES B. CONDE 77.30 X 

154.6 (Fredrick Jose) 
2. PHYLLIS CACHORA 77.30 

X 
(Agnes Joaquin) 

SELLS I.KIMBERL Y LISTO 222.35 X 

444.7 ( ) 
2.EVELYN B. JUAN MANUEL 222.35 

X 
( ) 

SIFOIDAK 1. WA VALENE ROMERO 97.20 X 

194.4 ( ) 
2. MARY LOPEZ 97.20 

X 
( ) 

TOTAL 2,534.5 1,541.2 622.1 172.0 199.2 
[07] 

··PASSED VOTES 


