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RESOLUTION OF THE TOHONO O'ODHAM LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

(Requesting that the National Congress ofAmerican Indians (NCAI) work actively 

to maintain current drinking water standards until sound scientific evidence is 


gathered, relevant costibenefits analysis is conducted and proper 

Tribal Consultation is observed) 


RESOLUTION NO. 2000-;37 

WHEREAS, 	 the United States Environmental Protection Agency has recently proposed several 

new drinking water standards, including one that would lower the standard for 

arsenic from ;0 parts perbillion (Ppb) to ; ppb; and 

WHEREAS, 	 if implemented as proposed, these standards would have a profound detrimental 

economic and health elIect on the Tohono O'odham Nation as well as other Tribes 

and rural drinking water systems in the Southwest and other areas of the United 

States; and 

WHEREAS, 	 according to the Tohono O'odham Utility Authority, the new rules for arsenic alone 

would aiIectnearly80%ofthe Nation's drinkingwatersystems, withan initialcapital 

cost ofover 513,000,000; and 

WHEREAS, 	 when combined with the implementation costs of other proposed drinking water 

rules, the water bills for many small Tohono O'odham Nation communities could 

approach 5200 per month per household; and 

WHEREAS, 	 the disparate economic impact on small rural water systems, especially in low 

income areas such as Native American communities has not been adequately 

considered; and 

WHEREAS, 	 itis thepositionoftheTohono O'odhamNationand manydrinkingwaterauthorities 

throughout the countrythat thesestandardsare based onotherthansoundscience, 

with no scientific studies conducted in the U.S.; and 

WHEREAS, 	 these standards were proposed without proper consultation with Tribal 

governments. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Tohono O'odham Legislative CouncD hereby 

requests thatthe NCAIworkactivelyto maintainthe current ;Oppbarsenicstandard 

until the scientific evidence supporting a lower standard is collected. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Tohono O'odham Nation requests that NCAI request that 

the USEPAnotapplya linearapproachto theircostibenefitsanalysis, because Itdoes 
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(Requesting that the National Congress ofAmerican Indians (NCAI) work actively to maintain 
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analysis is conducted and properTribal Consultation is observed) 
Page20f3 

not adequately address the needs of the small rural water systems such as those 

found in Indian Country. 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the Tohono O'odham Nation requests that NCAI work actively 

to ensure that the USEPA and other federal agencies follow the requirements ofthe 

November 6, 2000 Executive Order entitled, "Consultation And Coordination With 

Indian Tribal Governments." 

The foregoing ResolutionwaspassedbytbeTohono O'odhamLegislativeCouncDonthe 09TH. Day 

ofNOVEMBER, 2000 at a meeting at which a quorum was present with a vote ofl,999.6 FOR; -0­
AGAINST; -0- NOT VOTING; and 165.9 (06] ABSENT, pursuantto thepowers vested inthe CouncDby 

Section1 (c)(2) & mofArticle VI ofthe Constitutionofthe Tohono O'Odham Nation, adoptedbythe 

Tohono O'Odham Nation on January 18, 1986; and approved by the Acting Deputy Assistant 

Secretary-Indian AlJairs (Operations) on March 6, 1986, pursuant to Section 16 ofthe Act ofJune 

18, 1934 (48 Stat. 984). 


TOHONO O'ODHAM LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

~ r-~ 
<;&-~~~) ~ 4c­
~'~on, Legislative Chairman c..~
 

t 20 &>z) 

ATTEST: 

~":""",,::~_--=-_,,;;;,,,,_, 20 tJ lJ . 

Said Resolution wassubmlUedforapprovaltothe officeofthe Chairman ofthe Tohono O'Odham 
Nation on the '1 ~ day of :zt~:?-tA , 20 at 7,; /9 o'clock, 

j
P.M., 

pursuant to the provisions ofSection 5 ofArtlcle VII ofthe Constitution andwillbecome effective 
upon his approval or upon his faDure to either approve or disapprove it within 48 hours of 
submittal. 

TOHONO O'ODHAM LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
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r,Xi APPROVED onthe 9~YOf?1~~ ,20G)O 

[ ] DISAPPROVED at '7'.:.:1 9 o'clock, ,t:J .M. 

~~.~J 
EDWARD D. MANUEL, Chairman 
TOHONO O'ODHAM NATION 

Returned to the Legislative Secretary on the _9__day of 

anna Saraficio, Acting Legislative Secretary 



RESOLUTION NO. 2000-537 


ACTION: 	 REQUESTING THAT THE NATIONAL CONGRESS OF AMERICAN INDIANS (NCAI) WORK ACTIVELY TO MAINTAIN 
CURRENT DRINKING WATER STANDARDS UNTIL SOUND SCIENTIFIC EVIDENCE IS GATHERED, RELEVANT 
COST/BENEFITS ANALYSIS IS CONDUCTED AND PROPER TRIBAL CONSULTATION IS OBSERVED 

MOVED: COUNCILMAN DAVID GARCIA SECOND: COUNCILMAN ALBERT MANUEL, JR. 

DATE: NOVEMBER 09, 2000 

DISTRICT LEGISLATIVE #OF NOT 
REPRESENTATIVES VOTES FOR AGAINST VOTING ABSENT 

SIFOIDAK 1. MARY ANN ANTONE 85.9 X 

171.8 (Darlene Andrew) 
2. RITA MARTINEZ 85.9 X

(Nicholas Jose) 

SELLS 1. DENNIS E. JOSE 186.35 X 

372.7 ( ) 

2. EVELYN JUAN 186.35 
( ) X 

SCHUKTOAK 1. MARY FLORES 66.7 X 

133.4 ( ) 

2. AMBROSE ENCINAS 
66.7

( ) X 

SAN XAVIER 1. TONY BURRELL 82.95 X 

165.9 ( ) 

2. DENNIS RAMON 
82.95

( ) X 

BABOQUIV ARI 1. FRANCES MIGUEL 143.25 X X 

286.5 ( ) 

2. FRANCES G. ANTONE 143.25 X 
(Edward N. Kisto) 

GUACm 1. CAMILLUS LOPEZ 104.8 X 

209.6 (Louis Johnson) 
2. ALEX J. RAMON 104.8 X 

( ) 

PISINEMO 1. BARBARA SAL VICIO 78.4 X 

156.8 (Alex Antone) 
2. JOHNSON JOSE 78.4 X

( ) 

SAN LUCY 1. ALBERT MANUEL, JR. 64.05 X 

128.1 ( ) 
2. GLORIA RAMIREZ 64.05 X

( ) 

GUVO I. FERN SALCIDO 80.0 X X 

160.0 ( ) 

2. GLORIA MONTANA 80.0
(Phillip Antone) X 

mCKIWAN 1. SHIRLEY MOLINA 79.05 X 

158.1 ( ) 

2. LLOYD FRANCISCO 79.05
(Susan Sam) X 

CHUKUTKUK I. KENNETH WILLIAMS 111.3 X X 

222.6 ( ) 

2. DAVID GARCIA 111.3 
(Mary Audrey Juan) X 

TOTAL 2,165.5 1,999.6 -0­ -0­ 165.9 
[06] 

*WPASSED VOTES 


