
RESOLUTION OF THE TOHONO O'ODHAM LEGISLATIVE COUNCn 
(Opposing BatlOcation ofthe Indigenous Law 8m and Supporting Adoption 

ofthe COCOPA Initiative) 

RESOLUTION NO. 01-206 

1 WHEREAS, the Tohono O'odham Nation (44Nation") is a sovereign government and a federally 

2 recognized Indian nation that represents a people divided by the United States

3 Mexico international border; and 

4 WHEREAS, the lands now divided by this border are the ahoriginal homeland of the Tohono 

5 O'odham, whose residency predates the existence ofthe United states ofAmerica or 

6 the RepubHc ofMexicoj and 

7 WHEREAS, as a people with one homeland in two countries, the Tohono O'odham Nation has a 

8 special interest in the Mexican government's relations with Indigenous peoples, as 

9 members ofthe Tohono O'odham Nation residing in the State ofSonora, Mexico are 

10 subject to the samelawsandpoHciesthathave resulted inthe harsh treatmentofthe 

11 Mayan and other Indigenous peoples throughout the RepubHc ofMexico; and 

12 WHEREAS, the Mexican government's denial of the fundamental Indigenous right to free 

13 determinationandautonomywithin the frameworkofthe Mexican State resulted in 

14 theformationoftheZapatistaNationalLiberationArmy(EZLN)in1994andthe EZLN's 

15 subsequentmovementto gainrecognitionofthese rightsfor allMexico's Indigenous 

16 peoples, including the O'odhamin Mexico; and 

17 WHEREAS, the Tohono O'odhamNation recogni2es that the adoption ofthe SanAndres Accords 

18 by the Mexican government and the EZLN in 1996 was a first step toward gaining 

19 meaningful legal recognition and protectionfor all ofMexlco's Indigenous peoples; 

20 and 

21 WHEREAS, the Commissionon ConcordanceandPacification(COCOPA), composedofmembers 

22 of the Mexican Congress, did draft an Initiative (44COCOPA Initiative") designed to 

23 implement the 1996 SanAndres Accords thatwas signed bythe Commission and the 

24 EZLN on November 20, 1996; and 

25 WHEREAS, forfouryears, the Mexicangovernmentfailed to honortheSanAndresAccordswhich 

26 it signed and refused to enact the COCOPAInitiative drafted by its own officials; and 

27 WHEREAS. during that time, the Indigenous National Congress was established and has now 

28 grown to represent the will of an ever increasing number of Indigenous peoples 

29 across Mexico; and 

30 WHEREAS, in part as a result ofthis growing movement, President Vicente Fox introduced the 
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1 COCOPA Initiative to the Congress ofMenco on December S, 2000; and 

2 WHEREAS. on March 9.2001. the Tohono O'odhamLegislative Councll expressed its support for 

3 the Mencan Indigenous rights movement by passing Resolution No. 01-123. 

4 ··Supporting Adoption ofthe COCOPA Initiative by the Mencan Congress in Order to 

Recognize and ProtectMenco's IndigenousPeoples' Rights toSelfDeterminationand 

6 SelfGovernance"; and 

7 WHEREAS. an EZLN delegation subsequentlytraveled to Me:dco Citywith numerous supporters 

8 and members of the Indigenous National Congress to continue a dialog with the 

9 CongressofMenco.withthe IndigenouspeoplesofMencoandwith the"civUsociety". 

the private citizens ofMenco. and to urge the COCOPA Initiative's adoption; and 

11 WHEREAS. whllethe EZLN delegationdid meetwith the MencanCongressonMarch 28, 2001, one 

12 month later the Congress adopted a so-called "Indigenous Law Bill" that falls to 

13 recognize orprotecttheIndigenousrights previouslyacknowledged bythe COCOPA; 

14 and 

WHEREAS, on April 29, 2001 the EZLN issued a statement that it "formally denounces this 

16 constitutional amendment on Indigenous rights and culture. It does not keep the 

17 spirit of the San Andres Accords, disrespects the COCOPA Initiative, completely 

18 ignores nationaland internationaldemandsfor recognitionofIndigenous rights and 

19 culture, sabotages the Incipient process of buDding a relationship between the 

federal government and the EZLN, betrays the hopes for a negotiated solution to the 

21 war In Chiapas, and reveals the total divorce of the poUtical class from popular 

22 demand." 

23 WHEREAS, the Indigenous Law Bill that was passed by the Congress of Mexico must first be 

24 ratified by more than one-halfthe states ofthe RepubUc ofMe:dco before becoming 

law. 

26 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Tohono O'odham Legislative CouncD that the 

27 Tohono O'odham Nation strongly opposes the adoption and ratification of the 

28 IndigenousLawBillandurgesthelegislatureoftheStateofSonoraandallotherstate 

29 legislatures ofthe RepubUc ofMenco to reject this Bill when it is presented. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Tohono O'odham Legislative Councll that the Tohono 

31 O'odham Nation urges PresidentFoxto actively oppose the Indigenous Law Bill and 

32 to further oppose any effort to undermine or invalidate the San Andres Accords. 
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BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED by the Tohono O'odham Legislative Council that the Tohono 

O'odhamNation calls uponthe National Congress ofAmerlca Indians to support the 

EZLN, the Indigenous National Congress, and Mexican Indigenous peoples' efforts to 

finally gain recognition oftheir rights by the adoption ofthe COCOPA Initiative and 

defeat ofthe Indigenous Law Bill that was passed by the Congress ofMexico. 

The foregoing Resolution waspassedbytheTohono O'odhamLegislative CouncD on the 08TH
• Day 


ofMAY, 2001 ata meeting atwhicha quorumwas presentwith a vote of2.086.4S FOR; -O-AGAINST; 

79.0S NOT VOTING; and (OIl ABSENT, pursuant to the powers vested in the Councll by Section 1 

(c)(2) &. (f) ofArticle VI ofthe Constitution oftheTohono O'Odham Nation, adopted bythe Tohono 

O'Odham Nation on january 18, 1986; and approved by the Acting Deputy Assistant Secretary

IndianAffairs (Operations) on March 6, 1986,pursuanttoSection 16 ofthe Act 0 fjuneI8,1934(48 

Stat. 984). 


TOHONO O'ODHAM LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

~)=-G
~ ~gislative Chairma~ 

£ 
/l-

day of 7P~ , 20..aL-

ATTEST: 

~/n-~r
juUanna Saraficio, Acting Legislative Secretary 

'J'Ada70f ~ ,20 0/ . 

Said Resolution wassubmiUedforapprovaltotheofficeoftheChairmanoftheTohono O'Odham 
Nation on the La;:::' day of ""7n~ , 20 t2 / at '//ltJ o'clock, f .M., 
pursuant to the'i.rovisionsofSection5Of~cleVII ofthe Co';titutionandwillbecome effective 
upon his approval or upon his fallure to either approve or disapprove it within 48 hours of 

submittal. 

TOHONO O'ODHAM LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

~. 

~! ~ ~ \:: Legislative Chairma~ 

http:of2.086.4S
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/APPROVED oDthe 14 dayof MAt 
[ ] DISAPPROVED at g.',t o'clock, P.M. 

Remmed to the Legislative Secretary OD the I 'f 7JI day of 

~ ,20 01 ,at Lf-:Q3 o'clock, ~.M. 

~Jzt 
JuHanna Sarailcio, Acting Legislative 



RESOLUTION NO. 01-206 


ACTION: OPPOSING RATIFICATION OFTIlEINDIGENOUS LAW BILL AND SUPPORTING ADOPTION OF TIlE COCOPA 
INITIATIVE 

MOVED: COUNCILMAN TONY BURRELL SECOND: COUNCILWOMAN GWRIA MONTANA 

DATE: MAY 08,2001 

DISTRICT LEGISLATIVE #OF NOT 
REPRESENTATIVES VOTES FOR AGAINST VOTING ABSENT 

SIFOIDAK 1. MARY ANN ANTONE 85.9 x 
171.8 (Darlene Andrew) 

2. RITA MARTINEZ 
(Nicholas Jose) 

85.9 X 

SELLS 1. DENNIS E. JOSE 186.35 X 

372.7 ( ) 

2. EVELYN JUAN** 186.35 X( ) 

SCHUKTOAK 1. MARY FLORES 66.7 X 

133.4 ( ) 

2. AMBROSE ENCINAS** 66.7 X( ) 

SAN XAVIER 1. TONY BURRELL 82.95 X 

165.9 ( ) 

2. DENNIS RAMON 82.95 X( ) 

BABOQUIVARI 1. FRANCES MIGUEL 143.25 X 

286.5 ( ) 
2. FRANCESG.ANTONE 143.25 X 

(Edward N. Kisto) 

GUACm 1. CAMILLUS LOPEZ 104.8 X 

209.6 ( ) 
2. ALEX J. RAMON 104.8 X

( ) 

PISINEMO 1. BARBARA SAL VICJO 78.4 X 

156.8 (Alex Antone) 
2. JOHNSON JOSE 78.4 X 

( ) 

SAN LUCY 1. ALBERT MANUEL, JR. 64.05 X 

128.1 ( ) 
2. GLORIA RAMIREZ 64.05 X X( ) 

GUVO 1. FERN SALCIDO** 80.0 X 

160.0 ( ) 
2. GLORIA MONTANA 80.0 X(phillip Antone) 

mCKIWAN 1. SHIRLEY MOLINA 79.05 X 

158.1 ( ) 
2. LLOYD FRANCISCO 79.05 X(Susan Sam) 

CHUKUTKUK 1. KENNETH WILLIAMS 111.3 X 

222.6 ( ) 
2. DAVID GARCIA 111.3 X

(Mary Audrey Juan) 

TOTAL 2,165.5 2,086.45 -0 79.05 [01] 

**PASSED VOTES 


