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WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

RESOLUTION OF THE TOHONO O'ODHAM LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
(Opposing the Certificate of Origin Labeling Requirements in the 2002 Farm Bill)

RESOLUTION NO. 03-526
the 2002 farm bill adopted by the United States Congressrequires thatbeefproducts
sold at retail be labeled, commencing September 30, 2004, to identify its country of
origin; and
therequired country of origin labeling extends to “any person that prepares, stores,
handles, or distributes a covered commodity for retail sale”, requiring that person
to “maintain a verifiable recordkeeping audit trail that will permit the Secretary [of
Agricultare] to verify compliance with” the country of origin labeling requirements;
and
producersofbeefproductsare coveredbytherequired countryoforiginlabeling and
audit requirements; and
producers of beef products within the Tohono O0’odham Nation will be adversely
impactedby the countryoforiginlabeling and auditrequirements because livestock
producers within the Tohono 0’'odham Nation utilize open range and the records
needed to substantiate country of origin will require verification of where each
animal is born and raised; and
the country of origin labeling and andit requirements make no distinction between
livestock produced on open ranges and livestock produced in feed lots or other
confined pastures; and
the United States governmentdoes notcontrol the introductioninto the United States
of stray livestock from Mexico, placing the burden instead npon producers in the
United States, including those withinthe Tohono O’'odhamNation, whoare compelled
to comply with the country of origin labeling and audit requirements; and
the 2002 farm bill commands the Secretary of Agriculture to enter into partnerships
with States to assist in the administration of the country of origin labeling and andit
requirements, but the 2002 farm bill omits sovereign Indian nations from the same
partnership status; and
the DepartmentofAgricalture’s implementing regulations prohibitself-certification

of country of origin verification thereby requiring independent verification by
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persons other than the owners or producers of the livestock; and
WHEREAS, the cost to producers of complying with the country of origin labeling and andit
requirements are not outweighed by any perceived benefit in product labeling.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT:
1. TheTohono O'odham Legislative Council opposes the country of origin labeling
and audit requirements of the 2002 farm bill.
2. TheTohonoO’'odham lLegislative Council supports postponementofthe effective
date of the regulations to implement the country of origin labeling and andit
requirements of the 2002 farm bill so that necessary amendments to the 2002
farm bill may be introduced in order to address the above-identified impacts to
the livestock producers within the Tohono 0’odham Nation.
3. TheChairwoman of the Nation is anthorized and directed totake all reasonable
and necessary steps to convey the Nation’s opposition to the country of origin
labeling and aundit requirements of the 2002 farm bill, and to woerk towards

favorable amendments to the federal legislation.

The foregoing Resolution was passed by the Tohono O'odham Legislative Council on the 06", Day
of NOVEMBER, 2003 at a meeting at which a quorum was present with a vote of 2,138.55 FOR; -0-
AGAINST;275.7S NOT VOTING; and 215.4[05] ABSENT, pursnanttothe powersvested in the Council
by Section 1 (c)(2) & (j) of Article VI of the Constitntion of the Tohono O'Odham Nation, adopted by
the Tohono 0'Odham Nation on January 18, 1986; and approved by the Acting Deputy Assistant
Secretary - Indian Affairs (Operations) on March 6, 1986, pursuant to Section 16 of the Act of june
18,1934 (48 Stat. 984).
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Said Resolution was submitted approv the ofﬁ of the Chairwoman of the Tohono
0'0Odham Nation on the /) Zf ? day of W , 2003 at__2. "/ ? o'clock,

M., pursnant to the provisions of Sectxon 5of Article VII of the Constitution and will become
effective upon her approval or upon her failure to eitherapprove ordisapproveitwithin48 hounrs
of snbmittal.
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Den Ramon, Leglslative Chairman

[v] APPROVED onthe 7> day of 7 Drkrss ,2003
[ ] DISAPPROVED at =7- 'ﬁ%o’clock, m.

VIVIAN JU/ SAUNDERS, CHAIRWOMAN
TOHONO O'ODHAM NATION
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Returned to the Legislative Secretary on the 0 7 day of

M 2003, at 2. 47 o'clock, 7Q__.M.
Voo ezt

Vivian Hedrington, Legislativ Secretary




