
RESOLUTION OF THE TOHONO O'ODHAM LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
(Accepting Termination ofthe Tohono O'odham Farming Authority's Management Responsibility 

For Papago Farms and Transferring Management and Control to Chukut Kuk District) 

RESOLUTION NO. 06-486 

1 WHEREAS, according to Resolution No. 72-79 (Augustll,1979)oftheTohono O'odhamLegislative 

2 Councll (formerly known as the Papago Councll) ("1979 Resolution"), in 1979, the 

3 Tohono O'odham Nation ("Nation"), was developing agricultural resources and 

4 operating farms within the Nation's Reservation; and 

5 WHEREAS, pursuantto the 1979 Resolution, the Nation's Legislative Councll created the Papago 

6 Farming Authority to carry on agricultural activities of the Nation within the 

7 Reservation according to the Papago Farming Authority Plan of Operation; and 

8 WHEREAS, pursuant to the Resolution of the Tohono O'odham Legislative Councll (Adopting 

9 Restated Plan ofOperation for the Tohono O'odham Farming Authority) No. 281-90 

10 (August15, 1990), the Nation'sLegislativeCounclladoptedamendmentsto thePapago 

11 Farming Authority Plan of Operation, changed the name of the Papago Farming 

12 Authority to the Tohono O'odham Farming Authority, and continued the Tohono 

13 O'odham Farming Authority's responsibility for the management of the Nation's 

14 agricultural resources; and 

15 WHEREAS, the Tohono O'odham Farming Authority eTOFA") currently operates under the 

16 Tohono O'odhamFarmingAuthoritySecondRestated PlanofOperation("Plan"); and 

17 WHEREAS, pursuant to the Plan, including, without limitation, sections1.1.4and 4.20.1, TOFA is 

18 responsible for managing the Nation's agricultural resources, including Papago 

19 Farms in the Chukut Kuk District ofthe Nation; and 

20 WHEREAS, the Planempowers the TOFAManagement Board("Board") to direct the operations of 

21 TOFAto accomplish the purposes setforth inthePlan, includingthe managementand 

22 operation ofthe Nation's agricultural resources; and 

23 WHEREAS, in 2001-2004, the Board undertook a study to determine the viability of continued 

24 operations at Papago Farms; and 

25 WHEREAS, the feasibility study determined the following: 

26 1. TheaveragecostofwateratPapagoFarms is between 5110and5150peracrefoot; 

27 2. The average cost ofwater at the San Lucy, Vaiva Vo, and Schuk Toak Farms, the 

28 otherNationfarms forwhich TOFAhas managementresponsibility, is between50­

29 552 per acre foot of water, which is significantly less than the cost of water at 
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Papago Farms; 

3. 	 Because ofits remote location, labor and transportation costs at Papago Farms 

are higher than at other farms in Arizona; 

4. 	 Over the past ftve years, the price ofArizona commodity crops has decreased to 

all-time lows; 

5. 	 Papago Farm's high water, labor, and transportation costs result in production 

costs for alfalfa that are four times as high as the cost ofraising the same crop at 

other farms in Arizona; 

6. 	 High production costs and low commodity prices have combined to make it 

impossible to continue operating Papago Farms without large ftnanciallosses 

that can only be made up with revenue from other farms; 

7. 	 In recent years, TOFA has lost 5327,000 annually in its alfalfa production at 

Papago Farms; 

8. 	 The quality of the soil at Papago Farms is poor because the soil contains high 

levels ofsodium; 

9. 	 Because of its proximity to the Mexicau border, Papago Farms is directly 

impacted by illegal immigration and drug smuggling activities, making it 

dangerous for TOFA employees living and working at the Farms and dimcult for 

TOFA to recruit and retain quaIifted workers; 

10. 	Otheroptions, suchasproducingtraditionalandhighvaluecropsorundertaking 

aquaculture and livestock programs at Papago Farms, are not economically 

feasible; 

11. 	 If TOFA were to terminate its farming activities at Papago Farms, it would save 

approximately 5164,000 in its 2004 budget; and 

12. 	TOFA can use the existing labor and property currently committed to Papago 

Farms to increase production at San Lucy, Vaiva Vo, and Schuk Toak Farms; 

and 

WHEREAS, 	based on these rmdings and the feasibility study's conclusion that other options for 

making PapagoFarmsprofttablewerenotfeasible,onMarch 25,2004, the Boardvoted 
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1 to terminate all farming activities at Papago Farms; and 

2 WHEREAS, the Board has determined that it is in the best interest of TOFA to relinquish all 

3 authority over and rights, responsibilities, and obligations for Papago Farms, 

4 including, without limitation, all rights, responsibilities, and obligations to manage 

and conduct farming operations at Papago Farms and for real property located at 

6 Papago Farms; and 

7 WHEREAS, in May 2005, pursuant to Resolution No. 05-233, the Tohono O'odham Legislative 

8 Councll delegated authority over TOFA to the Chairwoman ofthe Tohono O'odham 

9 Nation, and pursuant to that authority the Chairwoman ofthe Nation suspended the 

TOFA Management Board and assumed the powers ofthe Management Board; and 

11 WHEREAS, the Chairwoman ofthe Nation has also determined that it is in the best interest of 

12 TOFA and the Nation for TOFA to relinquish its authority over and rights, 

13 responsibilities, and obligations for Papago Farms; and 

14 WHEREAS, ExhibitAto thisResolutionHstsTOFApersonalproperty(l)formerlylocatedatPapago 

Farms and transferred to San Lucy, Schuk Toak, or Valva Vo Farms or sold after the 

16 Boardterminatedfarming activitiesatPapago Farmsor(2)thatTOFApians to transfer 

17 from Papago Farms to San Lucy Farms after the Tohono O'odham Legislative Councll 

18 accepts the termination of all of TOFA's authority, rights, responsibilities, and 

19 obligations with respect to Papago Farms; and 

WHEREAS, Exhibit B to this Resolution lists the TOFA property that will remain at Papago Farms 

21 afterthe TohonoO'odhamLegislative Councllacceptsthe termination ofallofTOFA's 

22 authority, rights, responsibilities, and obligationswith respectto PapagoFarms; and 

23 WHEREAS, the Nation's Legislative Councll has determined that it is in the best interest ofthe 

24 Nation to accept the termination of TOFA's authority over and all rights, 

responsibilities for Papago Farms; and 

26 WHEREAS, the Chukut Kuk DistrictCouncllhas requestedthatthe Nation transfer management 

27 and control ofapproximately 3,600 acres which is known as the Papago Farms back 

28 to the Chnkut Kuk District for communal pastures, gardens, or for public purposes 

29 ofanysort, ortobe leased bythe District in accordance with Article XVI ofthe Tohono 

O'odham Nation Constitution, (perDistrictRes. No. 2006-34;' and 
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1 WHEREAS, the Chukut Kuk District requests that the Tohono O'odham Nation, the Tohono 

2 O'odham FarmingAuthorityand the Chukut Kuk District collaboratively continue to 

3 ensure that all environmentalconcerns and impacts caused byanyprior activitywill 

4 be addressed jointly in the best interest of the District and the Nation, (per District 

Res. No. 2006-3!1). 

6 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Tohono O'odham Legislative Council: 

7 1. Accepts the termination ofTOFA's authorityover and all rights, responsibilities, 

8 and obligations for Papago Farms, including, without limitation, all authority, 

9 rights, responsibilities, and obligationsrelating to(1)the managementofPapago 

Farms, (2) the conduct of farming activities at Papago Farms, and (3) all real 

11 property located at Papago Farms; 

12 2. Approves TOFA's transfer or proposed transfer of personal property listed in 

13 Exhibit A; 

14 	 3. Authorizes TOFA to take any and all other actions required to terminate TOFA's 

authority, rights, responsibilities, and obligations for Papago Farms; and 

16 4. Agrees to transfer management and control of the approximately 3,600 acres 

17 which is known as the Papago Farms to the Chukut Kuk District for communal 

18 pastures, gardens, or for public purposes of any sort, or to be leased by the 

19 District in accordance with Article XVI of the Tohono O'odham Nation 

Constitution. 

21 5. 	 Agrees thattheTohono O'odhamNation, theTohonoO'odhamFarmingAuthority, 

22 	 and the Chukut Kuk District will collaboratively continue to ensure that all 

23 	 environmental concerns and impacts caused by any prior activity be addressed 

24 	 Jointly in the best interest ofthe District and the Nation.. 

The foregoing Resolutionwas passedbythe Tohono O'odham Legislative Councilon the 14m.Day 
26 ofJULY! 2006 at a meeting atwhich a quorumwas presentwith a vote of2.247.0 FOR; -0-AGAINST; 
27 -0- NOT VOTING; and 193.1(01) ABSENT, pursuant to the powers vested in the Council by Article 
28 VI, Section 1 ~andArticle XVI, Section 5 ofthe Constitution ofthe Tohono O'Odham Nation, 
29 adopted by the Tohono O'Odham Nation onJanuary 11,1916; and approved by the Acting Deputy 
30 AssistantSecretary- IndianAlIairs (Operations)onMarch6,1916, pursuanttoSection16oftheAct 
31 ofJune 11,1934 (41 Stat. 914). 
32 
33 
34 
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TOHONO O'ODHAM LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

-fT..:::...=:.....;:;;~r----" 2006 

ATTEST: 

Lucille Lopez, Acting Legislative Secretary 
~ 

ILl day of ~ ,2006. 

Said Resolution was submitted for approval to the office of the Chairwoman of the Tohono 
O'Odham Nation on the I 1!'": day of ~ , 2006 at 'I:/3 o'clock, t .M., 
pnrsuant to the provisions ofSection ; ofArtIeVllOf'the Constitntion and willbecome effective 
upon her approval or upon her fallure to either approve or disapprove it within 48 hours of 
submittal. 

TOHONO O'ODHAM LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

~~~ 
Evelyn B. Juan Ma~el, Legislative Chairwoman 

l \..rAPPROVED .200'on the -J.!Lday or 9u~ 
l] DISAPPROVED at 10 ~ :;5 o'clock, ~.M. 

VIVIAN UAN-SAUN ERS, CHAIRWOMAN ~ 
TOHONO O'ODHAM NATION 

Returned to the Legislative Secretary on the a tJ day of 

,,--4-=-:;::;.;:..,q------, 2006, at /IJ,'t'j o'clock, -L.M• 



RESOLUTION NO. 06-486 

ACTION: ACCEPTING TERMINATION OF THE TOHONO O'ODHAM FARMING AUTHORITY'S MANAGEMENT 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR PAPAGO FARMS AND TRANSFERRING MANAGEMENT AND CONTROL TO CHUKUT 
KUK DISTRICT 

MOVED: VICE CHAIRMAN VERLON JOSE SECOND: COUNCILWOMAN ETHEL GARCIA 

DATE: JULy 14, 2006 

DISTRICT LEGISLATIVE REPRESENTATIVES 
#OF 

VOTES FOR AGAINST 
NOT 

VOTING ABSENT 

BABOQUIV ARI 
310.8 

1. FRANCES MIGUEL (Absent) 
(Vernon J. Smith) (Present) 

2. FRANCESG.ANTONE 
(Lucilda J. Valenzuela (Norris» 

155.40 

155.40 

X 

X 

CHUKUTKUK 
258.7 

1. ETHEL GARCIA 
( ) 

2. VERLON M. JOSE 
(David Garcia) 

129.35 

129.35 

X 

X 

GU ACHI 
221.6 

1. TIMOTHY L. JOAQUIN 
(Jonas Robles) 

2. CYNTHIA E. MANUEL 
(Louis L. Johnson) 

110.80 

110.80 

X 

X X 

GUVO 
193.1 

1. RAYMOND VICTOR 
( ) 

2. MICHAEL FLORES 
(Grace Manuel) 

96.55 

96.55 

X 

X 

X 

mCKIWAN 
167.4 

1. DELMA GARCIA 
(Mary E. Sam) 

2. SANDRA ORTEGA 
( ) 

83.70 

83.70 

X 

X 

X 

PISINEMO 
171.8 

1. BARBARA SAL VICIO 
( ) 

2. GERALD FAYUANT 
( ) 

85.90 

85.90 

X 

X 

X 

SAN LUCY 
169.0 

1. JOHNW. LAWSON, SR. 
( ) 

2. GLORIA RAMIREZ·· 
( ) 

84.50 

84.50 

X 

X 

SAN XAVIER 
193.8 

1. FELICIA NUNEZ 
( ) 

2. OLIVIA VILLEGAS-LISTON 
(Eileen A. Estrada-Lopez) 

96.90 

96.90 

X 

X 

SCHUKTOAK 
146.9 

1. FRANCES B. CONDE 
( ) 

2. PHYLLIS JUAN 
( ) 

73.45 

73.45 

X 

X X 

SELLS 
421.0 

1. MARLENE SARAFICIO-JUAN 
( ) 

2. EVELYN B. JUAN MANUEL 
(Kimberly Listo) 

210.50 

210.50 

X 

X 

X 

SIFOIDAK 
186.7 

1. WAVALENE SAUNDERS 
(Isidro ~z)

2. DARLE ANDREW (Absent) 
(Rita Martinez) (Present) 

93.35 

93.35 

X 

X 

TOTAL 2,440.80 2,247.0 ..0­ -0­ 193.8 
[OS] 

**PASSED VOTES 


