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WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHERDAS,

WHEREAS,

WHDREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

RESOf,UTION OF TEE TOHONO O'ODEAMI,EGISIATIVE COUNCII,
(Afflrming Economlc Dcvelopment on the Settlement property)

RESOI,UTION NO, T5-2I5

the rohono o'odham Natlon (the "Nation") is a federally recognlzed tndian tribe
organized pursuant to Secdon 16 of the Indian Reorganization Act of fune lg,
f934 (4E Stat.9t4;25 U,S.C. S 426), ryhich exerclses soyereignty over both lts
members and its lands; and
pursuant to Articles v and vI ofthe constitution ofthe Tohono o'odham Natlon,
all the legislative powers of the Nation are vested in the Tohono o'odha|n
Lcgislative Council (the ,'Legislative Council"), lncluding the power to appoint
"and prescribe th€ duties and powers of commlttees, boards, officers and
agcnts" and the power to ,,consu.lt, negotiate and conclude agreements and
contracts on behalf of the Tohono o'odham Nation with Federal, state and tocal
governments and other lndlan tribes or th€ir deparrtments, agencies, or
political subdlvisions, or wlth private persons or organizatlons on all matters
within the authority of the Tohono o'odham council" (constitrtion, artlcle vI,
Sectlon l(b) and r(D); and
san Lucy Distrlct is a polltlcal subdlvislon ofthe Tohono o'odham Nation and is
located on the GiIa Bend Indian Reservation, adiacent to Gila Bend, Arlzona; and
prior to the events that led up to the enactment of the cila Bend Indian
Res€rvation Lands Replacement Act, pub. f,. 99-503, f00 Stat. lZgE (f9t6), the cila
Bend Indlan Reservation, a part of the San Lucy Distrlct and the Tohono
O'odham Natlon encompassed a 10,292 acre land base; and
throughout the 1950s, the U,S. llrmy Corps of Engineers deslgned and
constructed the Painted Rock Da'o as a flood control proiect located ten miles
downstream ofth€ existing Gila B€nd Indian Reservatlon; and
in 1964 the United States obtained a court-ordered flowage easement giving it
the perpettral right to occasionally overllow, flood, and subm erge 2,72?,E2 actes
of the Gila Bend Indlan Reservation and all structures on the land, and to
prohlblt the use ofthe land for human habitadon; and
that same year, San f,ucy District members of the Tohono O'odharn Nation were
relocated to the 40-acr€ San Ltrcy Village by act ofCongress (p.[, 8t-462; Z8 Stat.
559); and
Gila Bend Indian Reservation lands sustaln€d llooding throuthotrt the late
1970s and early l9g0s, destroytng a 750-acre farm that was developed at tribal
expense, and renderlng the remaining acreage unsultable for economlc
devGlopment; and

WHBREAS.
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RESOLUTION NO, I5-216
(Afrrmlng Economlc Development on tbe S€ttlement property)
Page 2 ofs

WHERBAS, under the Gila Bend Indian Reservation Lands Replacem€nt Act, the United
States Congress found that, although an earlier pubnc law authorfu€d the
Secretary ofth€ lnterior "to exchange c€rtain agricultural lands ofthe Gila Bend
Indlan Res€rvatlon, Arizona, for public lands suitable for farming" that..laln
examinatlon ofpublic lands wlthln a one hundred mile radlus ofthe reservafion
dlsclosed that those which might be sultable for agrlculture would requlre
substantial Federal outlays for construction of lrrlgatlon systcms, roads,
educatlon and h€alth faciliti€s," (pnb. L. 99-503, Sectlon 2(l) and (2))i and

WHEREAS' th€ corgress concluded that the "lack of an approprlate land base severely
retards the economic self-sumci€ncy of the O'odham pcople of the Glla Bend
Indlan Reservatfon, contributes to their high unemployment and acute health
problems, and results ln chronic high costs for Federal services and transfer
paFnents." (Pub. L. 99-503, Section l(3))i and

WHEREAS, the Congr€ss therefore enactcd the Gila Bend Indlan Res€rvadon Lands
Replacement Act to "facilltate replacement of reservatlon lands sdtabl€ for
sustained economlc use which ls not principally farming and do not reqtrir€
Federal outlays for construction, and promote the economlc self-sufliciency of
th€ O'odham Indian people" (pub. L, 99-5O3, Section l(4))i and

WIIEREAS' the Tohono O'odham Nation is authorized to acquire replac€ment lands under
the terms of th€ Gila Bend Indlan Reservation Lands R€placement Act, which
lands the S€cretary of the Interior "shall hold ln trust for the benellt" of the
Nation and which shall be deemed an Indian reservatlon ,.for all pu4roses" (pub.

L, 99-5O3, Section 6(d)); and

WHEREIIS' itr 2003' and at the request ofthe San Lucy Distr:lct, the Nation purchased 134.8t
acres of contiguous land ln unlncorporated Marlcopa County, sltuat€d at the
southwest corner ofgl"'Avenue and Northern Avenue, near Glendale and Peorla,
Arizona (the "Setflement Property") to r€place cila Bend Indian R€servation
lands; and

WHEREIIS, by Resolution No. 07-16l and subsequent legislative actlons, the Leglslative
Councll appoint€d an Economic Development D€legatlon to negotlate terms for
conductlng gaming on the Settlement Property under the earntng Ente4rrlse's
management and to otherwise r€pres€nt the Nation, provlded that the
Dclegatlon was empowered to act excluslvely as a group pursuant to expressly
delegated authoritles and that any res[ltlng agreements would be s[biect to
approval by L€glslatlve Council resolution (Resolutlon No. 0t-002, Resolutlon
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RESOI,UTION NO. I5-2I6
(Afflrmlng Economlc Development on the Settlement property)
Page t ofs

No.09-364, Resolutlon No. O9-392, Resolutlon No. tt-119, and nesoltrtlon No. 12-
llE); and

WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 09-049, as amended by Resolutlon No. 09-392, the Natlon
conveyed the Settlem€nt Property to the United States to be h€ld ln trust for th€
Nation und€r the terms ofth€ clla Bend Indian Reservation Lands Replacement
Act; and

WHEREAS' the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals conlirmed that the Department of Interior
lawfully took the property into trtrst for the Natlon pursnant to the Gila Bend
Indian Reservation Lands Replaccment Act; and

WHEREAS' onJuly3,2014' the Assistant Secretary ofthe Department ofthe Intcrior issued a
decislon that 53.54 acres of the Settlement Property would be ln trust for the
benelit ofthc Natlon under the terms ofthe Gila Bend Indlan Reservation Lands
Replacement Act and subsequently acc€pted the conveyance of tttte to thc 53.54

acres in trust; and

WHEREAS, the Nation was successful ln a lawsuit in Arizona State Court whlch challenged
the retroactive annexatlon ofa portlon ofthe Settlem€nt propert5r; and

WHEREAS, by Resolutior N o. 14-317 , the Nation entered into an agreement with the City of
Glendale "deslgned to bulld a cooperative and mutually benetlclal relationship
between the Natlon and the City of clendale," which resulted in the dlsmissal of
the City of Glendale lrorln Tohono O'odham Nation v. City of Clerdale, et aI., a
case in the Ninth Circult Court ofApp€ats, which would have allowed the City of
Glendale to unllatcrally annex the Scttlement propert5r; and

WHEREAS, the Nation was also successful in a lawsuit challenging Natlon's rlght to conduct
gaming on the Settlement property; and

WHEREAS, the Legislative Cornmerce, Budget and Firance and Agrlculturat and Natural
Resources Comnittees therefore recomrnend that the Legislatlve Councll afflrm
the Nation's policy of economic development on the Setuement property and
alfrrm the corrposition and delegated authorities ofthe Economic Deyelopment
Delegation.

NOW, IHBREFORE, Bf, II RXSOLVED that the Tohono O'odham Legislative Councll
(f) affrrms that lt ls in the Tohono O'odham Natlon's contlnulng poticy for

the Tohono O'odham calnlng Ent€rpris€ to construct and operate a
casino and related am€nltles at the Scttlement property and to open the
facility as soon as posslblei and
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RESOI,UIION NO. 15-216
(Affirming Economlc Development on the Settlement Proper8)
Page 4 of 5

(2, alllrms the composltion and delcgated authoritles of the Economic
Dcy€loprncnt Delegatlon, lncludlng, but not limit€d to, Resolution Nos.

07-161, 08-002, 09-364, 09-397, ll-119, and l2-llt.
The foregoing Resolution was passed by the Tohono O'odham Legislative Council on the 2fm
day of MAY. 2015 at a meetlng at whlch a quorum was present with a vote of 2.926.9 FO& -O-
AGIUNSTi -O- NOT VOIING; and IolJ ABSENT, pursuant to the powers vested in the Council by
llrticle V, Article VI, and Artlcle VII, Section 2(d) of the Constitution of th€ Tohono O'odham
Nation, adopted by the Tohono 0'odham Nation on lanuary lt, l9E6; atrd approved by th€
Acttng Dcputy Asslstant Secretary - Indian Alfairs (Operations) on March 6, 19t6, pursuant to
Section 16 ofthe Act oflune 18, 1934 (4t Stat.9E4).

2 aavor 

rfuZ.--,zors

ol day of ,2015

Sald Resolution was submitted for approv
O'odham Nation on the ;J-_ day of _purs[alt to the provisionC-of Sectlon 5 o?

hours of submittal.

,(*r orto

I I DISAPPROVEI)

to the olfrce of the Chairman of th€ Tohono

TOHONO O'ODHAM LECISI,AIIVE COUNCIL

TOHONO O'ODIIAM LEGISLAIIVE

NED NORRIg IR.;CHAI
TOHONO O'ODHAM NATION
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to the Legislative Secretary on the J- day of

20rr, at I i?ft4|,crock, A .rn.

Evonne Wilson, Legislative Secretary



R.ESOI,UTION NO. 1S-2I6

ACTION: ITFFIRMING ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ON THE SETTLEMENT pROpERTy

MOVED: COUNCILWOMAN FRANCES MIGUEL SECOND: COUNCTLMAN BILLMAN f,OpEZ

DATE: MAY 2E,2015

DISTRICI LEGISIATIVD REPRESXNTATIVES
#oF

VOTES FOR AGIUNST
NOT

VOTING ABSENT

SIF OIDIII(
22t1.2

I , IUCINDA ,IIII,EN
(Nicholas Jose)

2. MARY I,OPEZ
(

ll2.l

ll2.l

x

x

sf,f,Ls
502,0

I . ARTNUR WILSON
(Ophelta Patten)

2. BARBII.RA IIAVIER
(Beverly Rlvas )

251.0

251.0

x

x

SCHUKTOITI(
t74.2

r . aNTHOfIY J. RrOS
()

2. QUtNrrN C. LOPEZ
Oohn fendenhelrtr)

t7.l

a7.l

x

x

x

SAN XAVIER
224.2

r. ElIltRlON C/IMPUS (Absent)
(Danlel L.A. Prestoa, llll (Prcsent)

2. RACHEAT, VU,SON-STONER t,rrrenr,,
(Ollvla VlUegas-Listonl (Present)

I t2.r

ll2.l

x

x

SAN f,UCT
219.6

r . DNNA MANUEI,
lclorla Ramlrer)

2. |ANA MONTANA

109.t

109.t

x

x

PISINEMO
2to.6

I. CHESTER ANIONE
(Tony Mnrrletta)

2. EDWARD MANUEI, SR.
( )

105.3

105.3

x

x

HICItrWtN
r96.9

l. louts R. r,oPEz()
2. SANI}RA ORTEGA

(Manuel Osequeda, Jr.)

9t.45

9t.45

x

x

GUVO
241.O

I. GRACE MANUEL
(Floyd Flores)

2. PIIMDI,A ANCHIII,
(leferyAntone, Sr.)

120.5

120.5

x

x

GUACHI
257.1

I. TIMOTIIY L. JOAOUIN()
2. I,ORDTIA LEWIS

(f,ouls fohnson)

12t.65

r26.65

x

x

CHUKUTKUK
,r9.2

I , ETIIEf, G/IRCIA
(Marlakay C. Henry)

2. BILI,MAN I,OPDZ
( ,

159.6

159.6

x

x

BABOQUTVARI
ts7.7

I. FRANCBS MIGUEI,
(Roberta Harvey)

2. VERNON f. SMIIII
(Glorla Zarueta)

178.85

r7t.t5

x

x

TOTA.I, 2,926,9 2,926.9 -0- -0- prl


