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WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

RESOTUTION OF IHE TOHONO O'ODHAM LEGISI,ATIVE COUNCIL
(Snpporting Arizona Legislative Native American Caucus' Opposition to SB 1092

Medicaid Waiver Request)

RESOLUTION NO. 15.233

the Nation's Constitution vests the Legislative Council with the autbority to

"promote, protect and provide for public health, peace' morals, educatlon and

general welfare of the Tohono O'odham Nation and its members" and to

"consult with the Congress ofthe United States and appropriate federal agencies

regarding federal activities that affect the Tohono O'odham Nation and all

federal appropriation estimates and proi€cts for the benent of the Tohono

O'odham Nation. ." (Constitution, Article Vl, Section l(cx2) and Article vI'

Section l(i)); and

the State of Arizona's Medicaid system, the Arizona Health Car€ cost

Containment System ("AHCCCS") is a "d€monstration proiect," which allows the

United States Secretary ofHealth and Human Services to waive certain statutory

requirernents that would normally apply to state Medicaid plans (42 U'S.C.

51315, section lll5); and

after the national economic downturn in 2008' the Arizona state Legislature

devised ways to drasticauy reduce costs associated with AHCCCS, which included

submitting a March 31, 20fl demonstration waiver to the Secretary of Health

and Human services that eliminated enrollment of chlldless adtrlts, charged

fees for rnissed appointm€nts, and ended adult wellness exam visits; and

in 2Oll, the maiority oftribes in Arizona, inclnding the Tohono O'odham Nation'

opposed the March 31, 20tl demonstratlon waiver, recognizing that the waiver

reqtrests would disproportionately and negatively alfect Arizona's trlbal citizens

and severely impact the Indian Health service's reimbursements from Medicaid

(Resolution No. ll-278); and

the Arizona State Legislature recently approved senate Bill f092 "AHCCCS;

annual waiver submittals," which requires the Arizona Department of Health

scrvices Director to submit on an annual basis a waiver or arnendment request

to the secretary of Health and Human s€rvices to implement a work

requirement for all "able-bodied" adults receiving Medicaid services and to

limit to live years the total number of years an "able-bodl€d" adult may qualify

for Medicaid services: and



I

2

3

A

5

6

7

8

9

l0

ll
t2

13

14

16

t7

l8

19

20

2l

22

ZJ

25
lo
27
28
29
30
3l
JZ
33
)1
35
36

RESOI,UTION NO. T5.233
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WHEREAS, while th€ waiver reqtrests found under SB 1092 ailn at reducing the overall costs

of Medicaid, the measnres negatively affect Arizona's tribal citizens who may

live in remot€ ar€as with few employrnent opportnnities and lack of access to

reliable transportation; and

as with the Nation's ollicial position on the March 20ll demonstration waiver

request, the Natlon oppos€s "cost-savint" measnres that in reality only reduce

services and drastically affect overall health outcomes for Arizona's tribal

citizens, including the Nation's membersi and

on April 28,2015, the Arizona Legislative Native American Caucus submitt€d a

lett€r to Secretary of Health and Hnman S€rvices Sylvia Burwell nrging her to

deny Arizona's waiver reqlesti and

the Legislative Health and Human services committee recommends supporting

the Arizona Leglslative Native American Caucus' position opposing SB 1092'

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREIIS,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by th€ Tohono O'odham Legislative Council that it
srpports the Arizona Legislative Natiye American Caucus' position opposlng SB

1092.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Tohono O'odham Legislative Council that it urges Secretary

of Health and Human Services Sylvia Burwell to deny Arizona's annual waiver

request, if it includes the provisions listed in SB 1092.

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED by the Tohono O'odham Legislative Council that the Nation's

chairp€rson is authorized and directed to advocate for the Nation's oflicial

position pursuant to this resolution.

The foregoing Resolution was passed by the Tohono O'odham L€gislative Council on the l5rll
day oftllND,2015 at a meeting at which a quortrm was present with a vote of 3,015'3 FOR; -0:
AGAINST; :lL NOT VOTING; and [01] ABSENT, pursuant to the powers vested in the Council by
Article VI, Sectlon 1(cXA) and Article vI, section l(D ofthe Constitution ofthe Tohono O'odham
Nation, adopted by the Tohono O'odham Nation on fanuary lt, 1986; and approved by the
Acting Deputy Assistant Secretary - Indian Alfairs (Operations) on March 6, 19t6, pursuant to
Section 16 ofthe Act offune lt, 1934 (4t Stat.gt4),
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day of ,2015

to the oflice of the Chairman of the TohonoSald Resohtion was subn;p.ed for approva
o'odham Nation on the II4 dav of: r-- _ -- _7 n * 

-, 
2orlat 91A o'clock, I*-.n,

ticle vll of the Constitution and will become
effective upon his approval or upon his fa re to either approve or disapprove it within 4t
hours of submittal.

pursuant to the provlsioris of Section 5 ol

ffierrnovno
[ | DrslrPPRovED

on the Pt- day or 2015

HONO O'ODHAM LEGISI,ATIVE COUNCII,

I

NO O'OD

TOHONO O'ODHAM NATION

to the Legislative secretar! on tne p! aay s1

,2ors,ar 3& o'.to.t, P .m.

Evonne Wilson, f,egislative S€cretary
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