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WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

wHEREttS,

WHEREAS,

RESOI,UTION OF THE TOHONO O'ODHAM I,DCISI,ATIVE COUNCII.
(Snpporthg H'n.2811, "Save Oak Flat Acf')

RDSOI,UTION NO. 15-373

the Constitution of the lohono o'odham Natlon vests the lohono o'odham

Legislative councll with the power to preserve and cultivate natlve arts, crafts

and traditlons and to consult with other Indian tribes' the Unlted Stat€s

congress, and with approprlate federal agencles regarding federal activities

that afr€ct th€ rohono O'odham Nation (constitution, Article vI' sectlon l(cxt)'

l(f) and l(i)); and

the Tohono O'odham Nation recognizes that copper mlning on traditional

native lands has frequently caused irreverslble environmental damagc'

destroycd archeological sites, native habitat, plants, and animals, and severely

contandnated aquifers and surface water; and

the United States govcrnment has legal and moral responsibilttles to manage

tradltional cultural territories in a way that shows respect for thelr cultural'

historlcal, spirltual and rellglous importance to Indian tribes and thelr quality

oflife; and

for more than ten years, Congress considered and rei€cted proposed legislation

entifled the Southeast Arizona Land Exchange and Conservation Act (the "Land

Exchang€") that proposed a mandatory conveyance of National Forest Service

lands to Resolution copper, a foreign-owned mining corporation, to conduct a

massive and unprecedented block cave copper mlning proiecti and

the lands to be conveyed under the Land Exchange lie within thc Tonto Nadonal

Forest and are known as "Oak Flat," which are the ancestral homelands ofthe

Apache, Yavapai, and other trlbes in the region; and

the Land Exchange circumvents federal laws that mandate protection of native

religlon and culture and federal laws that mandat€ protection of th€

envlronment; and

th€ Tohono O'odham Legislative Council by Resolution No. ll-551, the National

Congress of American Indians by Resolutions MKE-ll-Oo2 and MSP-15-O01, the

Inter Trlbal council of Arfuona, the United South and Dastern Tribes, the san

carlos Apache Tribe, and other Arizona and New M€xico trlbes hav€ opposed the

Land Exchange because the proposal wlU destroy the religious and cultural

integrity of oak Flat, and s€t a dangerous precedent for all of Indian country by
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WHEREAS,

RESOTUTION NO. IS.'77
(Srpporting E.R. 2tll, "Save Oak Flat Act"))
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wltBREAS,

convelrlng federal lands that encompass a known Apache sacred area to a

private company for mining activitles; and

ln the face of thls ot lrosition, supporters of the Land Exchange forced a

legislative rlder onto the FY 2015 National Defense Authorization Act ("NDAA")'

which was enacted into law ln December 2014 over the strong obiections ofth€

San Carlos Apache Tribe and oth€rs throrghout the natlon; and

on fuly 6,2015, Representatlve Rafl Griialva introdrced H'R' 2811"'Save Oak

Flat Act," which repeals Sectlon 3003 of the Fiscal Year 2015 Natlonal Defense

Artborlzation Act, the southeast Arizona Land Exchange; and

the cultnral Preservation committee recommends supporting the approval of

H.R. 2t11, "Save Oak Ftat Act," whlch is ln the Nation's best int€rest'

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Tohono o'odham Leglslatlve councll strotrgly

supports H.R. 2tll, ,,Save Oak Flat Acf' for the repeal ofsection 3003 ofthe Flscal

year 20lS National Defense Authorization Act, the Southeast Arizona Land

Exchange'

BE IT FINAf,Ly RESOLVED that the Tohono o'odham Legislatlve council reaffrrms its positlon

ir Resolutlon No. 11-551 to oppose any and all proposals that rvould authorize

the rninilg and des€cratlon ofoak Flat and othcr sacred lands'

The for€going Resolution was passed by the Tohono O'odham Legislative Council on the 17fl
day of SEPIEMBDR, 2OrS at a meeting at which a quorum was present with a vote of 3'021.4

FOR; =!t= 
AGAINSI|:0: NOT VOTINGi ind ro3l aBsENT, pursuant to the powers v€sted in the

Council by llrticle VI, Sectlon l(cxSl. l(D and l(il of the Constitutlon of the lohono O'odham
Nation, adopted by the Tohono o'odham Natlon on Ianuary 18, 1986; and approved by the
Acting Deputy Assistant Secretarf, - Indlan Alfairs (Operations) on March 6' 1985' prrsnant to
Section 15 ofthe Act ofJune 18, 1934 (4E Stat.9t4).
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RESOI,UTION NO. 15-373
(Supporting E,R. 2811, "Save Oak Flat Act"))
Page 3 of3

JJ u,,o, , 2015

pursuant to the provisions
effective upon his approval
hours of submittal.

Said Resolution was snbngitted for appr
O'odham Nation on tbe 4?5 llay oI I

of Section
or upon his failure to either approve or disapprove it within 4t

ffir^or.o
I I DISAPPROVED

6)// t oH
on the &7 ttay ot de/(t" r{q-. _ ,2ols

4p225o'"to"u. / .;-7 /1

EDWARD D. CHAIRMAN

LegitlFtive Secretary

oNo ol

TOHONO O'ODHAM NATTON

Evonne Wilson, Legislative Secretary



RESOT,UTtON NO . tl-31i
ACTION: SUPPORTING H.R.28lr, "SAVE OAK FLAT ACT")

MOVED: COUNCILMAN ANTHONY J. FRANCISCO JR. SECOND: COUNCILWOMAN SANDRA ORTEGA

DATE: SEPTEMBERl7,2015

DISTRICT LEGISI,AITVE Rf, PRESENTATIVES
#oF

VOTES FOR AGAINST
NOT

VOTING ABSENI

BABOQUIVARI
367.2

l. FRANCES MIGUEL (Absent)
(Roberta E. Harveyl (Pretent)

2. VERNON J. SMITH (Absent)
lcloria Zarueta) (Presen t)

It3.60

It3.60

X

x x

CHUKUI KUK
tt2.l

I. ETHEI, GARCIA
(Marlakay K. Henry)

2. BILLMAN LOPEZ (Absent)
(P atrtcia V icentil (Prese n I)

166,05

r66.0t

X

x

GU ACHT
265.0

l. TIMOIHY L, IOAQUIN
(Louis L,lohnson)
LOREITA LEWIS
(

132,50

132.50

x

X

GU VO
2 50.6

I. GRACE MANUEL
(Dallas Lewisl

2. PAMEI,A ANGHII,I
Oeffery Antone, Sr.)

125.3

125.3

x

x

HICKIWAN
205.8

I. iOUTS R. LOPEZ
(Shirley Molina)

2. SANDRA ORTEGA
( )

102,90

r02.90

x

X

x

PISINEMO
219.9

I, CHESIER ANTONE
(Tony Morrietta)

2. MONICA K. MORGAN
( )

109,9s

r09.95

X

x

SAN LUCY
226.5

1. DIANA MANUtrI,
( ,

2.IANA MONIANA
(Glorla Ramirez)

I13.25

I13.25

x

x

SAN XAVTER
228,6

I. DANIEI, L.A. PRDSTON III
(G€ne f,nis)

2. RACHEAL VIISON-SIONER (1trserr,,
(Olivia Vilf egas-Listorrl (Present)

I14..1

114.3

x

x x

SCHUK IOAl(
180.6

l. ANTHONY J. FRANCTSCO lR.
(Iheresa Donahue)

2. QUINTIN C. I,OPEZ
Oohn Fendenheim)

90.3

90.1

x

x

SELI,S
513.5

I. ARTHURWTLSON
(Beverly Rivas)

2. BARBANA HAVIER
( )

256,75

256.7 5

x

x

SIF OTDAK
231.6

I. LUCINDAALI,EN
(Nicholas tose)

2. MARY I,OPEZ
(

r r 5.t0

l t5.80

x

x

TOTAI, f ,o21.4 t,o2t.4 -0- -0- [031


