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WIIEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WIIEREAS,

WIIEREIISI,

WIIEREAS,

WHEREAS,

RESOI,UTION OF THE TOHONO O'ODIIAM I,EGISIIITIVE COUNCII,
(Increaslng Utility Assistance for Elderly and Low-Income Members of

the Tohono O'odham Nation)

RESOI,UIION NO. 2:3.0.23

the Constitution of the lohono O'odharn Nation vests the Tohono O'odham

Legislative Council with the power to promote, protect and provide for public

health, peace, morals, education and general welfare of the Tohono O'odham

Nation and its members" and to "manage any funds within the exclusive control

of the Tohono O'odharn Nation, including proceeds derived from lands and

resources of the Tohono O'odham Nation, and to appropriate these funds for the

benelit of the nation and its members" (Constitution of the Tohono O'odham

Nation, Article VI, Sectlon f(cX2) and (dX2)); and

Initiative IN-OI-97, "O'odham Voice on Use of Garning Revenues" (the "Initiative")
was passed by the Nation's voters on fune 2t, 1997 and provides a $I,OOO,OOO

annual subsidy to the Tohono O'odham Utility Authority ("IOUA") to assist elderly

and low-income Nation's members with their utility bills ("Initiative utility
assistance"); and

the Initiative provides that, "[als long as Gaming revenues are available, the

utility aid shall continue. After eachyear an analysis shallbe pedormedby TOUA

and the funds increased or decreased as required" (Initiative 1.8.3.); and

IOUA has analyzed the current value of annual Initiative utility assistance and

deterrnined that it should be increased by $1,557,8OO to a total of $2,557,80O to

accountforinllationfrom 1997 to present; and

sufrlcient gaming revenues are currently allocated to a separate account

pursuant to 26 T.O.C. Chapter 1, Article 3, Section 13O1(B) (the "Gaming Savings

Account") to adjust Initiative utility assistance to the amount determined by

IOUA to account for inllation; and

the Initiative provides utility assistance to eligible Nation's rnembers who are

served by IOUAbut does not provide assistance to Nation's members within the

San Lucy Distrlct or Florence Community who are served by other utillty
providers; and

itis inthe bestinterests ofthe Nation's members to increase the annuallnitiative

utllity assistance to account for inllation and to develop a plan for extending

utility assistance to elderly and low-income members of the Nation residing on

national lands within the San Lucy District or Florence Community with frrnding

separate from the Initiative.
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NOW. THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVBD thatthe Legislative Councll

(f) appropriates an additional $1,557,tOO annually frorn the Garning Savings

Account for a total of $2,557,tOO in annual Initiative utility assistance

effective in Fy 2O23 anil future years as long as garning revenues are

available, subject to any future adiustrnents approved by Legislative

Councilresolutiou and

(21 directs the Commerce Committee to:

(a) consult with the Budget and Finance Committee regarding the

ongoing availability of frrnds to implement the provlsions of this

Resolution; and

(b) consult with the lohono o'odham utllity Authorlty to develop a

methodology for annually adiusting the total amount of funds

appropriated annually for utility assistance.

BE II EINIII,I,YRESOI,VED thAt

(f) tlre Executive Branch shall develop a plan for distributing "extended utility

assistance" to elderly and low-income members of the Nation residing on

national lands within the San Lucy Dislrict and Florence Community' Gu

Achi District ("Plan") that qualilies for tax free treatnent'

(21 The Plan shall:

(a) provide an amount of utility assistance for eachqualifying Nation's

member residing on natlonal lands wlthin the San Lucy Disffict

and Florence Communi$, that is equal to the amount provided to

each qualifying Nation's member under the Initiative utility

assistance; and
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RESOI,UTIONNO. 2'-O2'
(Increasing Utility Assistance for Elderly and Low-Income Menbers of the Tohono O'odharn Nation)
Page 3 of4

develop a methodology for annually adjusting the total amount of
frrnds appropriated annually for extended utility assistance within
the San Lucy District and Florence Comrnunity that is consistent
with the adiustment methodology developed by the Commerce

Committee for Initiative utility assistance; and
determine the estirnated annual cost for extended utility
assistance, including adrninistrative costs, and efigibiliQ criteria
that is consistent with eliglbllity criterla for Initiative utility
assistance.

(3) the Bxecutive Branch shall submlt the Plan to the f,egislative Council
commerce committee for review within one hundred and twenty (l2o) days

of the effective date of this Resolution; and

(41 the Executive Branch shall present the finalized Plan as approved by the
commerce committe€, irr consultation witrr the Budget and Finance
Committee, and the Commerce Committee shall present any other action
necessarr to implement the Plan, to the r,egislative council for approvar
within one hundred and eighty (fSO) days after the effectlve date of this
Resolution.

Ihe foregoing Resolution was passed by the Tohono O'odham Legislative Council on the l2rH
day of IAITLJAIU'2!D:13 at a rneeting at which a quornm was present with a vote of 3,218.O FOR; -O-
AGIUNST; -O- NOT VOTING; and [O3l ABSENT, pursuant to the powers vested in the Council by,
Article Vf, Section l(cX2) and f (dX2) of the Constitution of the Tohono O'odham Nation, adopted
by the lohono O'odham Nation on fanuary lt, l9t6; and approved by the Acting Deputy
Assistant Secretary - Indian Alfairs (Operations) on March 6, 19t6, pursuant to Section 16 of the
ActofJune 18, 1934 (4t Stat.gt4).

(b)

(c)

I,EGISIAIIVE COUNCII,
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p Chairman of the Tohono
f /.'22 o'clock, 0 .rn.,
5 titution and will/become
s to either approve or disapprove it within 4t

hours of submittal.

fi ***o*,ro
I I DTSAPPROVED

Returned to the f,egislative Secretary on the J ( aav of

-{''r " 'g ,2o2t,at /:7/ o,clock, / .ro.
a

O'ODIIAM f, EGISI,ATIVE COUNCII,

TOHONO O'ODIIAMNATION



RESOI,UTION NO. 23-0.23

ACTION: INCREASING UTII,NY ASSISTIINCE FOR Ef,DERI,Y IIND I,OW-INCOME MEMBERS oF IHE IoHoNo
O'ODIIAMNATION

MOVED: COUNCILMAN DANIEL L.A. PRESTON III SECOND: COUNCILWOMAN DELMAM. cARCIA
DAIE: IANUARY 1.2,20.23

DISTRICT I,EGISI,ATIVE REPRESENTATIVES
#oF

VOTES FOR AGAINST
NOT

VOTING ITBSENT

SIF OIDAI(
245.6

I.MARYLOPEZ
GfnnM, Garcia)

2. f,UCINDAIIIf,EN
(Francis llomew5rtewa)

122.8

t22.4

x
x

SEI,LS
556.5

T.ARTHURWILSON
(Shelia Espflno)

2. EVELYNTUAN-MANUEf,
(Arvada f,iston)

27a.25

274.24

x
x

SCHUKTOAK
r90.5

I. IERESAF. DONAHUE
(lllberta Espinoza)

2.DELISAM.NAMON
(SharonA. Francisco)

95.25

95.25

x
x

SANXAVIER
242,6

I. DIINIEL I,.A, PRESTON III
(Racheal Vilson-Stoner)

2. taNICE FELIX
( )

r2r.3

r2l.?

x
x x

SITNLUCY
24?.a

T.fANAMONTANA
(Lorraine M. Eller)

2. ROGERMANUEf,
(Christina ltndrews)

t21.9

t2t.9

x
x

PISINEMO

2t2.7
I. MARTETTA MARIIN

( )
2. EI'I,VANDD. MANUEf,
(MonicaMorgan)

r16.35

116.35

x
x

HICICWAN
216.6

r. f,ouls R. f,oPEz()
2. DEI.MAM. GARCIA()

108.3

rot.3

x
x

GUVO
27|D.7

I.GNACEMANUEf,
()

2. CYNTHIA SAAVEDnA (A bsent)
(DaIIas Lewis) (Present)

135.35

135.35

x
x x

GUACHI
27t.5

1. TTMOTHYL.IOAQUTN
()

2.VICTOnIAHOBBS
(Tonya L. foaquin)

r39.25

139.25

x
x

CHUKUIK[]K
35r.6

I. MARI,AIHYHENRY
(Billman Lopez)

2. VTVIAN f UAN-SAUNDERS
(Cornelius Antone)

r75.8

175.8

x
x

BABOQUIVAN
3E8.9

l. Itf,BERIA I. B.AY (Absent)
(Frances c. Antone) @resent)

2. LEIINDER il.|,ASE (Absent)
(Francine 5sa66lin g) (Presen t)

194.45

194-4E

x
x

x

IOTA.f, 3,218.O 3,218.O -o- -o- Io3l


