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RXSOf,UTION OF TIIE TOIIONO O'ODIIAM I,EGISf,ATIVE COUNCII,
(Supportlng Submisslon of the Natlon's Comments on Near lerm Colorado Rlver Optlons

Bas€d on the Lower Basin States' Alternatlve and Re-Issuance ofa Draft Supplelnental
Envlronmental llnpact Statement)

WHEREAS,

WHERFIIS,

WHEREAS,

WHERf,AS,

WIIEREAS,

WHEREAS,

R-ESOI,UTION NO. 2?-2!16

th€ Constltutlon ofthe lohono O'odharn Natlon provldes that "lalll waters which
originate in or flow in, into or through the Tohono O'odham Nation, or which are
stored in the Tohono 0'odham Natlon, whether found on the surface or
underground, are a valuable public resource ofthe lohono O'odham Nation to be
protected for the present and future use of the lohono O'odham Nation as a
whole" (Constltution, Artlcle XVII, Section l); and
the Constitution vests the Legislative Council with the power to .,consult with the
Congress ofthe United States and approprlate federal agencies regardfurg fedenl
activities that affect the Tohono O'odham Natlon . . ." (Constltution, Ardcle VI,
Section l(i)); and
under the Southern Arizona Water Rights Setuement Act, pub, L. 9Z-29t (l9S2l
(SAWRSA), as amended by the Arlzona Wat€r Settlemcnts Act, pub. lt, loa-451
(2OO4) (AWSA), the Natlon gave up its slgnilicant clairns concerning damages to
grounduat€r and surface water on the Nation,s reservation lands in ure lucson
Active Manag€ment Area, ln return for reliable, afrordable, and long-term access
to Central Arlzona Proiect (CAP) water, as well as on-reservatlon groundwater
protections; and

while SAWRSA setued the Nation's water rights claims to a litue over 100,000
acres, the vast matortty ofthe Natlon's federal reserved water rlghts underlylng
its two million acre reservation, rernain unquantllied; and
Colorado Riv€r Basin water delivery operations, including allocations for the
CAP, are currenuy managed under tJre 2002 Interim Guidelines, as modilied by
the Lower Colorado Basln Drought Contilgency plan and other authorities; and
due to unprecedented drought in the Colorado River basin and other tactors, the
trows ofthe Colorado River have bcen reduced and the water levels in f,ake Mead
and Lake Powell have decreased to levels not seen slnce the fllllng of those
reservoirs; and

the Bureau of Reclamation is consldering alternatives that would further modify
the 2OO7 Interim cuidelines in a way that Inay dir€ctty atfect the Nation's access

to water from the Colorado Rlver, and is acceptlng comments from Tribes and

WHEREAS,
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R.ESOI,UTION NO. 2"L46
(supporting submission ofthe Nation's comments on Near Term Colorado River Options Based on
the Lower Basin States' Alternatiye and Re-Issuance ofa Draft Supplernental Enyironmental Impact
Statelnent)
Page 2 of3

WHBRBAS,

others on t&ese alternativ€s on an accelerated tlme flane ln order to address

drouglrt conditions; and

the Nation has a slgnlllcant lnterest in proposed adiustm€nts to the allocatlon of
Colorado RiverWater durlng the current and perceived drouglrt conditions going

forward - not only to protect its existing resolved water rights but to protect the
Natlon's clalms to water rlghts that have yet to be quandlled and./or resolved; and
conslstent with the Nation's Governnent Comment Guidelines, I IOC Section

3105, the Natlon's Chairperson, with the concurrence of the Water Resources

Committe€, authorized the Nation to submlt ttunely commGnts (attached and

lncorporated herein by thls reference) to the Bureau of Reclamatlon that outllne
the Nation's concerns and present the Nation's position on lssues that the Bureau

needs to be considered fur the identification of any alternative that might inpact
the Nation's lnterest in water from the colorado Rlver.

WHEREAS,

NOW, IHERBFORE, BD IT RESOLVED that the Tohono O'odham Leglslatlve Council supports the

Nation's comments as submitted to the Bureau of Reclamatlon addressing near

term inpacts on Colorado River water allocations,
Th€ foregoing Resolution was passed by the lohono O'odharn f,egislative Council on the l!ll1
day of IUIY, 2lI?3 at a Ineetlng at which a quorrrn was present with a vote of 3.11E.0 FoR;
1O: AGIIINST; r0- NOI VOUNG; and lo2l ABSENT, pursuant to the powers vested in the Council by,
Arttcle xvII, S r and Article vI, S l(i) ofthe Constitution ofthe lohono O'odham Nation, adopted
by the Tohono O'odham Nation on fanuary lt, l9t6; and approved by the Acting Deputy
Asslstant SecretarT - Indlan llfrairs (Operatlons) on March 5, 19t6, pursuant to Section 15 ofthe
Act ofJune 18, 1934 (4t Stat.9t4).

IOIIONO O'ODIIAM LEGISI,AIIVE COUNCIf,

zJ anvt2Q2-,zozt

Eyonne Wilson, Legislative Secretary

/) anvor C*^tr- ,^u
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RESOT UTTON NO. 2JL..2116
(Supportlng Subnrission ofthe Nation's Corlrrrents on Near Term Colorado Rlver Options Based on
the Lower Basin States' Alternativ€ and Re-Issuance ofa l)rafrt Supplemental Bnyironmental l|npact
Statement)
Page 3 of3

Said Resolution was submitrted for approval
o'odham Nation on the Z4 day of t , 2023 at .7:,/2 o'cloclx, 22.a,n.,
pursuant to the provisions of
ellective upon his approval or
hours of submittal.

fallure to either approve or disapprove it within 4t

IOHONO O'ODIIAM I]EGISI,AIIVE COUNCII,

tr( *r*ou",
T ] I'ISAPPROVED

Section S

upon his

ed to the L€gislative secretar:r o ntllle L3 day ot

,2023, at //:?b o'clock, Jf-,n.

NORRIS, fR., CIIAIRMAN
TOHONO O'ODIIAM NAIION

Return



RESOLUTION NO,23-246

ACIIONT SUPPORTING SUBMISSION OF It{D NATION'S CoMMENIS oN NEAR TERM COf,ORADO RIVDR
OPTIONS BASED ON TIIE LOWER BASIN STAIES' IIf,TERNAIIVE AND RE-ISSUANCD OF A DRAFT
SUPPf, EMENTAL ENVIRONMENTAf, IMPACT STATEMENI

MOVEDT COUNCILWOMAN LUCINDA ALLEN

DATE: IULY rO,2023

SECOND: COUNCILWOMAN DELISA M, RAMON

DISTRICT LEGISLATTVE REPRESENTAIIVES
#oF

VOTES FOB AGAINSI
NOI

VOTING ABSENT

SIF OII'AX
245.6

r. MAAY LOPEZ
0rnn M, Garcia)

2. I,UCINDA IIII,EN
(Francis Eomewytewa)

122.4

122.4

x
x

SELLS l. I|RIHUR wl[SON (Absen t)
(shella Espino) lPrescrtt,

2. f,VEI,IN JUAN MANUDI,
(Arvada Llston)

27t.24

27t.24

x
x

SCHUKIOA.I(
190.5

I.IBRBSAF. DONAITUE
(Alberti Espinota)

2. DEI,ISA M. RAIIION
{Sharon A, Francisco)

9S.25

95.25

x
x

SIiN XAVIER
242.6

I. DITNIEL L.A. PRESION III
(Racheal vilson-Stoner)

2. fANTCE FELIX
( )

121,3

tzl.t
x
x

x

sAN r,ucr
24t.4

I. LORRAINE M. EII,ER
( )

2. ROGER MAIruEL
(Chrlcltura Andrews)

12t.9

12t.9

x
x

PISINEMO

2?2.7
1,MA ETIAMARIIN
()

2. EDWAXD D. MAIIUEI,
(Monica Morgan)

116.35

115.35

x
x

UICKTWAN
216.6

r. louts R. LoPEz(,
2. DELMA M. GARCIA
(,

lot.3

lot.3

x
x

GU VO
27.J.7

I. GNACB MANUEL
(l

2. CYNIIIIA SAAVEDRA (Present)
lD^ll^s Lewi'sl (Ptesent)

r35.t5

r35.35

x
x

x

GU ACEI
274.5

I. IIMOIEY L. JOAQUIN
(t

2. VICTOBIA EOBBS
(fonya L, Joaquin)

139.25

rtg.25

x
x

CUUNUI KUK
35r.6

I. MARIITKAY TIENRY
(BlUmaIr Lopez)

2. VIVIAN f UAN-SAUNDERS
(Cornelius Antone)

t7a.a

175.4

x
x

BABOQUIVAAI
3t4.9

r. ALBERIAf. NAY
lFralrces G. Atrtonc)

2. LEANDER MASE /lrrert,
(Franclne Schooltrgl 6 bsent)

194.45

194.45

x
x

rOIAI 3,2la.o 3,2lt.o -o- -o- I02l


