
RESOLUTION OF TUE TODONO O'ODlli\H LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
(Approving Resolution of Consent Acknowledging the Tohono o •odham Utility Authority's 

(""TOUA ") Application for Funding Opportunity NUJnber: NTIA-ICG·TBCP0-2023-2008098 
o f the Tribal Broadband C:onnedivit1 PrograJD) 

RESOL1JTION NO. 24-060 

1 WHE R EAS. the Tohouo O'odhaJD Nation ( .. Nation .. ) is a federally r ecognized Indian tribe, 

2 organized plll'suant to Set:Cion 16 of the Indian lleorganization Ad of .June 18. 

3 1934 (48 Stat. 984; 25 U.S.C. ~ 476). whic:h exercises sovereignty over both its 

4 m embers. its enterprises, and its lands; and 

5 WDEllEAS, the Cons titution of the Tohono O 'odlmm Nation vests the L egislative Council witla 

6 the authority to "authorize . c:hurte r and regulate public: or private corporations 

7 

8 
9 

10 

and associations whether organized for profit. or for uon•profit or d.aritable 

purposes" and "to pron1ote . proted and provide for public: h ealth. peac:e. moral~. 

education and general welfare of the Tohono o •odham Nation and its m embers .. 

(Constitution, Artic:le VI, Section I (e) and Section I (c)(2)); and 

11 WD EllEAS. the Second R estated Plan of Operation of the Tohono O ' odhaJD Utility Authority 

12 ("'TOUA Plan of Operation .. ). 24 Tohono o ·odbam Code Chapter I , was adopted 

13 by R esolution No. 91-175 (TOUA was forme rly known as the ... Papago Tribal 

14 

15 

Utilit y Authority" and was originally established pursuant Co Re.~olution No. 08-

70); and 

16 \VD E R EAS. Che stated purposes of the TOUA ~lanagernent Board include. aJDong other 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 
23 

1•urposes. the purpose to - plan for. 1•rovide and furnish utility services to all area~ 

within the Tohono O ' odharn Nation, whe r e s nc:h services are dete rmined to b e 

feasible and cco1101ni~,. " promote the use of utility s e rvices where available in 

order to u11prove the h e alth and wel(are of the r esidents of the Tohono O'odhain 

Nation," and to .. acquire, construct. 01•erate. 1nnintai11.1•romote and expand utility 

systerns ••• within the Tohouo o ·odhalll Nation." (24 Tohono O 'odham Code 

Chapter I , Set:tion 4.A. I , 2, and 3.); and 

24 WHEllEAS. Section 5 o f TOUA's Plan grants TOUA .. the franchise, r ight, p erJDit , easement and 

25 privilege of placllig, eret:ting . t'.Onstrurting. repairing. r e rnoving, replat'ing. 

26 
27 

28 
29 
30 

maincaming. using and operating public: utility Nystem s . lines and facilities •. . 

together with the right of ingress and egress • •• on, ove r , under and at'.ross 

unalloteed lands of Che Tohono O 'odJmnt Nation ••• " s ubjet:t to the provisions o[ 

TOUA 's Second R estate d Plan o[ Operations as a dopted into 24 Tohono O 'odham 

Code. Chapter I ; and 

31 WHE REAS. aJDong other powers, the Plan providc.411 that TOUA's ~lanngement Board s hall 

32 "exer cise· full power and s hnJI b e r es pomiible for the custod y and 111anagernenc, 



2 
3 

4 
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operation, inventory and maintenance of all utilities and facilities; the planning, 

eorudrudion and operating of all n e w fat'.ilities; and for the taking of an1 and all 

usual. necessary and eon,•enie nt adion incide ntal the r e to," (24 Tohono O' odha111 

Code Chapter I . Sedion 7 .A .3); and 

5 \VDEHEAS, the National Telecommunications and Information Administration ("'NTIA" ) 

6 1•uhlislied Funding Opportunity Number: NTIA·ICG·TBCP0-2023-2008098, the 

7 

8 

9 
10 

seeond round of the Tribal llrondbnnd Connectivity J•rogra111, a federal funding 

program that provides grants to eligible entities to .. expand ac:c:ess to and adoption 

of: (i) broadband service 011 Tribal Land: or (ii) 1•rograms that promote the use of 

broadband to access remote learning. telework, or telehealth resource.•" ; and 

11 WHEREAS, NTIA expeds to make awards under this program within the following funding 

12 ranges: I) Broadband lnfrastrndnre D eployment Projects and 2) Broadband 

13 Adoption and Use Projeds: and 

14 \VDEHEAS. TOUA qualifies as an "eligible entity- unde r S edion 905(a)(8) of the Consolidated 

15 

16 

Appropriations Ad, 2o:u . Division N. Title IX, Sedion 905, Pub. L. No. 116·260, 

134 Stat. I 182 (Dee. 27. 2020); and 

17 WHEREAS. TOtJA intends to seek funding for Broadband lnfrastrudnre Deployment Projects 

18 and b~use TOIJA is a subsidiary of the Tohono O' odham Nation a -rribal 

19 Government Resolution" or " Tribal H esolution of CoJL'ient" is necessary; and 

20 WllEHEAS, upon receipt of an award by NTIA, a further resolution will be required to 1) 

21 

22 

l•rovide a linrited waiver of sovereign unmunity for the purpose of providing an 

Enforceable Buildout Commitment for Underserved Areas, and 2) provide Tribal 

23 Government Certification of Undenerved Areas: and 

24 WllEHEAS. TOUA ha.§ prepared and presented the grant 1•roposal which. if awarded. will 

25 provide funding for a broadband infrastrudure deployment project that will 

26 benefit those within the Nation"s lands and requests the co11Sent of the Tohono 

27 O 'odham Legislative Coun~il to ~mb111it the grant proposal to the funding agency. 

28 NOW. THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Tohono O "odham Legislative Council approves 

29 this Resolution of Coruiient ad~nowledging that the Tohono o •odham Utility 

30 Authority ("'TOUA'") will submit an appli~tion for Funding Opportunity Nuinber: 

31 NTIA-ICG-TBCP0-2023°2008098, the s econd roUDd of the Tribal IJroadhand 

32 Connectivity Program. 

33 DE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the Tohono O"odham Legislative Council approves the 

34 rationale and source data provided by TOUA, in substantially the form attached , 
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and determines that the areas of the Nation's lands proposed for last mile service 

are not served by a Qualifying Broadband Service. 

The foregoing Resolution was passed by the Tohono O ' odluun Legislative Council on the J4T11 
day of FEBRUARY 2024 at a meeting at which a quorUJD was present with a '1'ote of 3.263.3 
FOR; ~ AGAINST; ~ NOT VOTING; and ma.I ABSENT. pursuant to the powers vested in the 
Council by Artide VI, Sedion l{cl and Sedion ltda} of the Constitution of the Tohono O' odham 
Nation, adopted by the Tohono O 'odham Nation on Jmmary 18, 1986; and approved by the Acting 
Deputy Assistant Secretary• Indian Affairs (Operations) on March 6 , 1986, pursuant to Section 
16 of the Ad of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat.984). 

TOUONO O 'ODllAJI LEGISLATIVE COIJNCIL 

~~ 
'Vavalene ~I. Saunders, Legislative Chairwoman 

JD day of (}-~ • 2024 

Sai~ Resolution was submitted for !Jf&zrovalJo the office of the <;1trman of the Tohono O 'odham 
Nation on the 9'j day of . ~ , 2024 at J ,I( o'dock, I/ .m., pursuant 
to the provisions of Section .'i of ArticieVi of the Constitution and will be~ effective upon 
hi'Jl approval or upon his failure to either approve or disapprove it within 4 8 hours of submittal. 

T:~~O O'ODRAM LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

~ 
'Vavalene M. Saunders, Legi'Jllative Chairwoman 

APPROVED on the ')._ -0 • 2024 

( ) DISAPPROVED 
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Hetu n ed to the Legi,,Jative Seuetary on the q/ day of 

Evonne Wilson, Legis lative Secreta r y 



RESOLUTION NO. 24-060 

ACTION: APPROVING RESOLUTION OF CONSENT ACKNO\VLEDGING TOE TODONO O'ODllAi.\I IJTILIT\' 
AIJTBORITY•s (1'01JA .. ) APPLICATION FOR FUNDING OPPORTUNITY :\'lJ~IBER: NTIA·IC:G· 
TBCP0-2023-2008098 OF THE TRIBAL BROADBAND CONNECTIVITY PROGRAH 

lHOVED: COIJNCILHAN THIOTll\' L JOAQUIN SECOND: COIJNCILWOHAN VICTORIA HOBBS 

DATE: FEBRIJAR\' 14, 2024 

# Ot' NOT 
Dl~TRICT LEGISLATl\1E llEPRESE1''TATIVES \ 'OTES FOii AGAINST \ 10TING AIJSENT 

IJAJIOqUl\1ARI I. LEA1'°DE R ltlA.~E 197. 1 x 
391.2 

(Franc-iae S~booling) 
197. 1 x 

2 . J ESSE N,\\'ARRO 

(Alberfa J. Ray) 

CllUKI T K UK I. VIVIAN ,JtJAN·SAUNDEllS 111.:15 x 
35.1.7 

(Cornelio# /\nfo11t>) 
177.3.') x 

2. ltl/\HLAKA\' H ENRY 

( ) 

GU ACJO I. l 'l(,TORIA HOODS I 11 .35 x 
282.7 

(Tonya L . . Joaq11in) 
I I I.:l5 x 

2. TIHOTll\' L. JOAQUIN 

(Jeronw L • • Joaquin) 

GU\'O I. DALL\S LEWIS 1:1u .o x 
276.0 

( ) 
138 .0 x 

2 . LESLIE LUNA 
(Grace ltlnnut>I) 

lllCKn\1AN I. DEL:tlA ltl. GAHCJA 110.25 x x 
220.5 

( ) x 
2 . LOUIS H. LOPEZ 

110.25 

(Lor4•Cta A. Orfega) 

1•1SJNEltlO I . ED\VAHD D. :tl/\Nl'EL 1 IU. l x x 
2 :l6 .2 

(:tloni«:a :tlorgan) 
IHU x 

2. PA.llELA .J . IJENA\ 'IOEZ 

(l\'ora .J. Hut>laN) 

SAN LUCY 1. HOGE ll ltlANUEL 120.U x 
257.6 

(Chri.!lfina /\mlrt>'ft'M) 
120.8 x 

2 . GLOHIA ltl. 11/\ltllllEZ 
(Lorraine ltl. Eilt>r) 

SAN XA\'IER l. JANICE FELIX 122.25 x 
:.W-1.5 ( ) 

122.2.'i x 
2. DA.~IEL L.A. PH ESTON JD 

( ) 

SCllUK TOAK J . DELISA JH . H1UION 95.9 x 
191 .8 

(Sharon A. Franci.111<,'0) 
95.0 x 

2. TJIEOIUA CAltll"ILW 
(ll«ll~ca Arm Vnl4•11fine) 

SELLS I. EVELYN ,JIJAN·lHANUEL 279.0 x 
550.0 

(Ar"ada LiNfon) 
279.0 x 

2. JANET IJ. ELEANDO 
( ) 

S IFOIDAK I. LUCl~DA ALLEN(AfMeNI) 12:1.:;5 x x 
z.17. I 

(Franei_• llon14'~4'wa) (Pre11ent) 
123.:;:; x 

2 . WAl'ALE NE :ti. S1UJ~DEHS 

tltlary Lo1H'Z) 

TOTAL 3,26:1.30 3 ,263.3 .o. ·O· 103) 


