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f,EGISIATWE ORDER OF THE TOIIONO O'ODHAMI,EGISI,ATIVE COUNCII,
(Finding Pisinemo District Representative Eutene Lopez Guilty ofa Renovable Olfense of
Mlsconduct Rellecting on the Dignity and Integrity ofthe covenrment as Charged in the

AccIsation)

WHEREAS,

WHBB"EAS,

WHEREAS,

WIIEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

I,EGISLATIVE ORDER NO. 24:405

th€ L€gislative Coucil is constitutionally vested with "aU ofthe legislative powers

vestedin the Tohono O'odham Nation" and is exclusively vested with the authoritlr
to cotrduct removal upol accusation proceedings when a Nation's elected ofEcer

or iudge is accused of cornrnitting a removable off€nse (Constitutiol of the
Tohono o'odham Nation, Articl€ vI, Section I and llrticle xul, section li 12

Tohono O'odham Code Chapter 1, Article x, section lloo2); and

pursuant to 12 lohono O'odham Code Chapter L, section llOO2(B) removal upon

accusation proceedings are commenced "bythe filing with the chairperson ofthe
Legislative Council Judiciary Comrnittee a written, notarized statement statilg
the ofr€nse(s) charged against the accused in ordinary and concise languagG and

signed by a registered yoter or voters ofthe Nation."; and

the Iudiciary Cornnittee is then required to hold a hearing to determine whethcr

"there is reasonable cause to believe that the accused has coml|ritted a
removable olfens€ as charged in the accusation" (12 T'O.c. chapter I - Elections,

Article X, Section 110O2(C)); and

on July 24, 2024, registered voters Patricia cruz and Eleanor Pablo (the

"Accusers") frled with the Iudiciary committee a written, notarized statement for

removal frorn offrce ("Accusation") against Pisinemo District Representative

Eugene llopez (the "Accused") alleging the Accused cornrnitted renovable

olfenses; and

the Accused was provided written notice ofthe Iudiciary Cornmittee's reasonable

cause hearing, a copy of the Accusation and attachments, and the Iudiciary
Committee's Reasonable Cause Hearing Procedures; and

p[rsuant to 12 Tohono o'odharrr code Chapter 1, Section lfoo2(C), the fudiciary
Committee conducted a reasonable cause hearing, disrnissed the accusation of

gross neglect of duqr, and found reasonable cause to believe that the Accused had

comnritted the remairring removaltle olfenses as charged in the accusation, and

filed the accusation and copies ofthe resolutions supporting its determinations

with the council secretary; and
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IEGISI,ATIVE ORDtrR NO. 2]b4II5
(Finding Pisinemo District Representative Eugene Lopez cuilty of a Removable Ollense of
Misconduct Rell€cti[g on the Digni8 and IntegriB ofthe covernmetrt as Charged in the Accusadon)
Page 2 of3

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WIIEREIIS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREIIS,

WIIERf,AS,

WHEREAS,

NOW, TIIEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED by the Tohono o'odhan Legislative council that it trnds

pisineno District Representative Eugene Lopez, guilty of rniscondnct rellecting

onthedignityandintegrityofthegoverl|rrentaschargedintheAccusadonand
he is therefore removed from oflice elfectlve immediately'

the f,egislative Council by f,egislative Order No.2lL-357 setaremoval hearing on

the Accusation for October 25. 2024r and

th€ Accused was personaUy served Inore tha|r ten days befor€ th€ reruoval

hearing with a written removal hearing notic€, a copy of the Accrsation and

attachments, and the Tohono o'odham Legislative Council Removal Hearing

Procedures; and

the Legislatlve council by f,egislative order No. 24-353 postlroned the removal

hearing at the Accusers' request (with the Accused's agreement) and by

Legislative Order No. 24-t97 t\rtb.er postponed the removal hearing at the

Accused's req[est (with the Accusers' agreem€nt) and rescheduled the hearing to

December 4, 2024; and

the parties were giyen lrritten notice of the DeceDrber 4, 2024 removal hearing

and the Accused was personally served more than ten days in advance; and

the Accused was given the opportunity to be represented by counscl at his own

exp€nse, file motiols and subpo€na witnesses, and at the Legislative Council's

December 4,20.24 relE.oval hearing, was given the opportunity to be present,

testlfy, call and question wltnesses, confront witnesses against hlrn' make

opening and closing statements, make obiections, present evidence, and

otherwise answer the allegatlons contained in the Accusation; and

atthe December 4,20.24rem1oval hearing, the Accusers made opening and closing

statements, tesflied, and presented wltnesses and evidence in slpport of the

Acc[sation; and

"If the accused is found guilty by a Inaiority vote of the representatives of the

Council present at the hearing, the Conncil shall pronounce iudgment and enter

suchiudgment upon the ni.n[tes ofthe council. The iudgment of conviction shau

be linal and shall provide that the accuscd is removed from office effective

lmmediately upon the Council's vote"' 12 T.O.c. chaptcr I - Elections, Section

rro02(EX2).
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f,EGISI,ATIVB ORDER NO. 24-405
(Finding Pisin€Ino District RepresGntative Eug€ne Lopez Guilry of a Removable Ofrense of
Misconduct Rellecting on th€ Dignity and Integrity ofthe Goycrnment as Charged in th€ Acclsation)
Page 3 of3

The for€golng Order was passed by the Tohono O'odham Legislative Council on the !1411 day of
DTECF]I,IBER. 2016 at a meeti.ng at which a quorum was present with a vote of LZ63-3 GUIf,TY; =!l:
NOT GUILTY; and I02l ABSENT, pursuantto the powers vested in the Council by Article VI' Section
I and Article XIII, Section I ofthe Constitution ofthe Tohono O'odharn Nation, adopted by the
Tohono O'odham Nation on January tt' 1986; and approved by the Acting Deputy Assistant
Secretary - Indian Alfalrs (Operations) on March 6, 19t6, pursuantto Section l6 ofthe Act ofJure
It, 1934 (4t Stat.9t4).

wavalene M. Saunfprs, Legislative Chairlvoman

5 anvor ,2024

ffir*,uzo
Dvonne Wilson, Legislative Secretary

1/ t ,t2 ,/
dayol /AZ1/Zltt/za-,zoz+

TOHONO O'ODIIAM I,EGISLATIVE COUNCIL



LEGISLATIVE ORDER NO. 24-4Q5

ACTION: FINDING PISINEMO DISIRICT REPRESENTATM DUGENE LOPIZ GUILTY OF A REMOVITBLE OFFENSE
OF MISCONDUCT REFLECTING ON THE DIGNITY /TND INTEGRITT OF THE GOVERNMf,NT AS CHARGED
IN THE ACCUSATION

MOVED: COUNCILWOMAN PAMELAI. BENAVIDEZ

DATEI DECEMBER 04,2024

SECOND: COUNCILWOMAN GLORIA M. RAMIREZ

DISTRICI T,EGISLAIIVE REPRf, SENTATIVES
#oF

VOIES GUILIY NOI
GUII,IY ABSENI

BIIBOQUIVARI

394.2

I. LEANDER MASE
(Francine Schooling)

2.IESSE NAVARRO
(Alberta J. Ray)

t97.r

197.1

x
x

CEUKIJI XUK

ts4.7

I. VIVIAN JUAN-SAUNDERS
(Cornelius Antone)

2. MARIIII{AY HENRY
()

t77.ls
177.35

x
x

GU ACHI

2t2.7

I. VTCIORIA trOBBS
(Tonya L. foaquin)

2. IEROME F. JOAQUIN
()

r41.35

141.35

x
x

GU VO

276.O

r. DAII,/IS LEWIS
()

2. LESLIS LUNA
a)

13t,0

13E.0

x
x

ElcxrwllN
220,5

I . DELMA M. CARCIA
()

2. LOUIS R. LOPEZ
(Loretta A. Ort€ta)

lro.2s
I10.25

x
x

PISINEMO

2t6.2

I. EDWARD D. MAIIUEL
()

2. PAMEI,AJ. BBNAVIDEZ
(Norat, Ruelas)

rlt.l
lla.l

x
x

x

SAN LUCg

247,6

I . ROCER MAIIUEI,
(christina Andrervs)

2. GLORIA M. NAMIRDZ
(Lorraine M. Eilcr)

128.t

r2t.t
x
x

SAN XAVIER

ztw.S

I. JANICE FELIX
(t

2. DANIET L.A. PRESTON III
I )

122.25

122.25

x
x

SCIIUX TO/IK

19l.t
I . DELISA M. RAMON (Abset t)

(Sharon A. Franciscol (Present)
2. TEEORIA CAMPII,LO

(Rebecca A,rn valentine)

9 5.9

95.9

x
x

x

SELI,S

55t.0

I. EVELYN JUAN.MANUEL
(Arvada Liston)

2.IANET B. ELEIINDO
(

279.O

279.O

x
x

SIF OIDAI(

247.1

I. FRANCIS IIOMEWfTEWA
()

2. WAV.AIENE M. SAUNDERS
(Mary Lopez)

123.55

123.S5

x
x

TOTAI t,263.tO 3,263.3 -o- lo2l


