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IEGISI,ATIVE ORDER OF TIIE TOHONO O'ODHAM IEGISI,ATIVE COUNCII
(Finding Plsineno District Representative Eugene Lopez Guilty ofa Removable

Offense ofMoral Turpit[de as Charged in the Accusation)

WHEREAS,

LEGISf,ATIVf, ORDER NO. 24-406

the Legislative Council is constitutionauy vested with "allofthe legislative powers
vested i|r the Tohono O'odharr Nation" and is exclusively vested with the authority
to conduct removal upon accusation proceedings when a Nation's elected olfrcer
or iudge is accnsed of comrnitting a removable olfelse (Constit[tion of the
Tohono O'odham Nation, Article VI, Section I and llrticle XIU, Section l; 12

Tohono O'odham Code Chapt€r I, Article X, Sectior 11002); and
pursuant to 12 Tohono O'odham Cod€ Chapter I, Section llOO2(B) renoval upon
acc[sation proc€edings are co|nmenced "by tJre trIing with the chairperson ofthe
Leglslative Council fudiciary Comrnittee a written, notarized statemert stating
the otrense(s) charged against the accused in ordinary and concise language and

signed by a registered yoter or voters ofthe Nation."; and

the Iudiciary Committee is then required to hold a hearing to det€rmine whettrer

"there is reasonable cause to believe that the accused has committed a
removable offense as charged in the accusation" (12 T.o.c. chapter I - Elections,

Article X, Secdon l1OO2(C)); and

on July 24t 2024, registered voters Patricia Cruz and El€anor Pablo (tte

"Accusers") Iiled with the Iudiciary Colnmittee a written, notarized statement for
removal from office ("Accusation") against Pisine|no District Representative

Eugene Lopez (the "Acc[sed") alleging the Accused comnitted removable

ollenses; and

the Accusedwas provided written notlce ofthe Judiciary Conmittee's reasonable

cause hearing, a copy of the Accusation and attachrnents' and the Judlciary
Comnittee's Reasonable Cause Hearing Procedures; and

pursrant to 12 Tohono o'odham Code Chapter I, section ffoo2(c), the Jrdiciary
Comnittee conducted a reasonable cause hearilg, dism.issed the accusatlon of
gross neglect of duty, and found reasonable cause to beueve that the Accused had

comnitted the rernaining removable olfenses as charged in the accusation, and

liled the accusation and copies ofthe r€solutions supporting lts deterninatiotrs

with the Council secretary; and

the Legislative Council by Legislative Order No.24-337 set a removal hearing olr

the Accusation for October 25, 2024; and

WHEREAS.

WIIEREIIS,

WIIEREIIS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREIIS,

IlvHDREAS,
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f,EGISI,ATIVE ORDER NO. 24-406
(Finding Pisine|no District Representative Eug€ne f,opez Guil8 of a Removable Ofrens€ of Moral
Tu4ritude as Charged in the Accusatiotr)
Page 2 of3

WHEREAS, the Accused was personally serv€d Inore than ten days before the removal

hearirg with a written removal hearing notice, a copy of the Accusation and

attachments, and the Tohono O'odham Legislative Council Removal Hearing

Procedures; ald
the Legislative Council by Legislatlve order No. 24-363 postponed the rernoval

hearing at the Acc[sers' rcquest (with the Accused's agreerrrert) and by

f,egislative Order No. 24-397 f[rther postlron€d the removal hearing at the

Accused's requ€st (with the Accusers' agreement) and rescheduled the hearing to

Decenber 4, 2024; a|rd

the partles were given written notice ofthe DccembeY 4,2024 removal hearing

and the Accused was personally served Inore than ten days in advance; and

the Accused was given the opportunity to be represented by counsel at his own

expense, file motions and snbpoena witnesses, and at the Legislative Corncil's

December 4, 2024 rer'dloval hearing, was given the opportuni8 to be present'

testify, call and question witnesses, confront witnesses against him, nake

opening and closing statements, make objections, presert cvidencc' and

otherrvis€ answ€r the allegations contaired in the Accusation; and

at the Decemb€r 4,2L24remloval hearing, th€ Accusers made opening and closing

statenents, testified, and presented witnesses and evidence in support of the

Accusatlon; and
,.If the accused is tound guilty by a maiority vote of the representatives of the

Council present at the hearing, the Council shall pronounce iudgm€nt and enter

snchiudgment |lpon the minutes ofthe council. The iudgment ofconviction shall

be linal a|rd shall provide that the accused ls renoved frorn ollice effective

immediatelyuportheCouncil'svote."12T.o.C'chapterl-Elections,Section
1r002(EX2).

WHEREAS,

Now,THEREFoRE,BEIToRDEREDbytheTohonoo'odhaml,egislativeCouncilthatitlinds
PisinenoDistrictRepreseltativcEugeneLopez,guiltyofmoralturpitudeas
charged in the Accusatior and he is therefore removed frorn ollice elfective

irnmediately.

WHf,REAS,

WIIEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,
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LEGISI,ATIVE ORDBR NO. 24:!106
(Fil|dilrg Pisinemo District Rcprcsentativ€ Eugene Lopez Guilty of a Removable Olfelrse of Moral
Turpitude as Charged in the Accusation)
Page 3 of3

The foregoing Order was passed by the Tohono o'odham f,egislative Council on the O4II day of
DECEMBER,2!116 at a rr€etirg at which a quorum was present with a vote of3,263-l GUIf,TY; -0:
NOT GUILTY; and I02IABSENT, pursuantto the powers vested inthe Councll by Article VI, Section
I and Articlc XIII, Section I ofth€ Constitution ofthe Tohono O'odharn Nation, adopted by the
Tohono O'odham Nation or fanuary 18, 19t6; and approved by the Acting Deputy ltssistant
secretary- Indian Alfairs (Operations) on March 5, 19t6, pursuantto Sectior l6 ofthe Act oflune
18, 1934 (4t Stat.9t4).

TOHONO O'ODIIAM LEGISI,ATIVE COUNCII,

j anyor

*r{r, / , .a

L/zLztt U//'
Evonne Wilso[, Legislalive Secretary

{ anvor

ers, Legislative Chairwoman



I,ECISI,ATIVE ORDER NO. 2!KIO6

ACTION: FINDING PISINEMO DISTRICT REPR.ESENTATM EUGENE LOPEZ GUILTY OF A REMOVITBLE OFFENSE
OF MORAI TURPITUDE AS CIIARCEI' IN THE ACCUSATION

MOVED: COUNCILWOMAN PAMEf,AI. BENAVIDEZ SECOND: COUNCILMAN LEANDER MASE

DATE: DECEMBDR 04,2024

DISIRICI I,EGISIAIIVE REPRESENTATIVES
#oF

VOTES GUILTY
NOI

GUILIY AASENT

BAAOQUIVARI

394.2

I. LEANDER MASE
(Fratrcine SchoolinB)

2.IESSE NAVARRO
(lUberta I. Ray)

197.1

\97.1

x
x

CHUKUT KTJK

354.7

l. vrvIAN IU/rN-SAUNDERS
(Cornelius Antone)

2. MARIJTXAY IIENRY
( ,

777.t5

777.35

x
x

GU ACHI

2t2.7

r. VICIORIA IIOBBS
(Tonya L. foaquin)

2.IEROME F. JOAQUIN
(,

r41.35

14l.35

x
x

cu vo
276.O

I. DIIIIAS LEWIS
()

2. I,BSLIE LUNA()

r3t.0
13t.0

x
x

HICKWAN

220,5

I. DELMA M. GARCIA
()

2. LOUIS R. I,OPEZ
(Loretta lL Ort€ga)

rro.25

rto.25

x
x

PISINEMO

236.2

r. EDWARD D. MANUEL
()

2. PA.ltrErllf . BENAVTDEZ
(Nora I. Ruelas)

llt.r
I ta.r

x
x

x

S.IIN I,UCY

257.6

I. ROGER MANUDL
(Christina Andre$,s)

2. GLORIA M. RAMIREZ
(Lorraine M. Eiler)

l2t.t
12t.8

x
x

SAN XAVIER

24.5
I.IANICE FEI,IX

()
2. D/INIEL L.A. PRESTON III

I )

t22,25

r22.25

x
x

SCHUK TOAX

t9l.t
I . DEI,ISA M. RAMON (AbSENt)

(Sharon A. Franciscol (Present)
2. TEEORIA CA.DIPITI,O

(Rebecca Ann valentine)

95.9

95.9

x
x

x

SELLS

5 5t.O

I. EVELYN JUAN.MANUEL
(Arvada Liston)

2. fANEI B. EI,EANDO
()

279,O

279,O

x
x

STF OIDAK

247.1

r . FRANCIS EOMEII"rIEWA()
2. WAVAIENE M. SAUNDERS

(Mary Lopet)

r2r.55

r23.5 5

x
x

TOTIII, 3,263.30 3,25t.t -0- lo2l


