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WIIf,REAS,

WHEREAS,

WEEREAS,

WHEREIIS,

WIINREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

RESOLUTION OF THE TOHONO O'ODHA}I I,EGISI,AIIVE COUNCII
(Approving Assignment and Transfer ofLong-Term Storage Credits to the Nation

to Satisfy the Bureau of Reclanation's 2O25 [ir|ning Obligation)

RESOf,UTION NO. A.4l4

the Constitutlon of the Tohono O'odhamNation provides that "[alll waters which
originate in or flow in, into or through the Tohono O'odham Nation, or which are
stored in the Tohono O'odhan Nation, whether found on the suriace or
underground, are a valuable public resonrce ofthe Tohono O'odham Nation to be
protected for the present and future use of the Tohono O'odhan Nation as a
whole" (Corstitution, Article XVII, Section l); and
the Constitution vcsts thc Legislative Council with the power to ,,consdt,

negotiate and conclude agreettrents and contracts on behalf of the Tohono
O'odharn Nation with Federal, State and local governments and other Indian
tribes or their departments, agencies, or political subdivislons, or with private
persons or organizations on all matters within the authority of the Tohono
O'odhaln Council" (Constitutlon, Article VI, Section l(f)); and
the Tohono O'odham Nation is entitled to receive G6,O00 acre-feet of Central
Arizona Proiect ("CAP") wat€r per year under the terms ofthe Southern Arizona
Water Rights Settlement Act ('SAWRSA ), as at'rended pursuant to Title III of
Pubuc Law 108-451 ("AWSA"); and
the SAWRSA Ane|rdme nts provide that 28,2OO acre-feet per year of the Nation's
66,000 acre-feet per year of CllP anrual water entitlernent is of a lower priority
during any tirnes of shortage, refcrred to as non-Indian agriculttrraf (,,NIA.)

priori8 water; and

urder AWSA the United States is required to tirm these 28,200 acre-feet of NIA
priori8 water so that it is dellvered during tines ofshortage at a higher priority;
and

due to unprecedented drought fur the Colorado River basin and oth€r factors, the
llows ofthe Colorado River have been red[ced arrd the water levels in Lake Mead
and llake Powell have decreased to levels not seen since the fitting of those
reservoirs; and

these conditions have led the Secretary ofthe Int€rior to dcclare a shortage on
the Colorado Rivcr for Calendar Year 2025, thus impacting the United States'
delivery and lirmi|trg obllgation under SAWRSA; and
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RESOIUTION NO. 24-4|4
(Approvilg Assignnrent and Transfer ofLong-Term Storagc Credits to the Nation to Satisfy the Bureau
of Reclamadon's 2025 trirming Obugation)
Page 2 of 4

WHEREAS, the Nation has been inforrned that, due to shortage conditions, approxinately
10,576 acre-fcet of the Nation's NIA priority water SAWRSA entitlement will be

subiect to lirlnilg for Calendar Year 2025; and

WIIEREIIS, atthe direction ofthe WaterR€sourc€s Comrnittee, the Office ofAttorney General,

with the assistance of the water Resources Department and ortside counsel
(Dentons) have worked with the Burear of Reclamation C'BOR") to identify
methods for satisfying the United States' lirrning obligation for Calendar Year

2025t and

WIIEREAS, BOR most recently proposed satisfying the United States' lirming obligation for
Calendar year 2025 through the assignment and transfer of a combiration of
Phoenix Active Managemert Area f,org-Term Storage Credits ("LTSC") currently
stored at the RooseveltWater Conseryation District croundwater Savings Facility
('RWCD f,TSC"), and Tucson Active Management llrea Long-Term Storage Credits
stored at th€ Cortaro-Marana lrrigation District Facility ("CMID LTSC"); and

WHEREAS, the Water Resources Committee has reviewed and recomnends that the
Legislative Council approve an assignment and transfer to the Nation of a

combination of RWCD LTSC and CMID LTSC in satisfaction ofthe United States'
linning obligation for Calendar Year 2025, provided that the amount of CMID

LTSC assign€d and transferred to the Nation for CalendarYear 2025 be no greater
than 1,9OO acre-feet, and that the balance of the assignment and transfer be

compris€d of RWCD LTSC.

NOW' THf,REFORE, BE IT RBSOLVED bythe Tohono O'odham Lcgislative Councilthat it approves
the assignrnent and transfer to the Nation of a combination of RWCL f,TSC and
CMID LTSC in satisfaction ofthe United States'frrrnilrg ob[gation for Calendar
year 2O2t, proyided that the amount of CMID LTSC assigned and transferred to
the Nation for CalendarYear 2025 be no greater than l,9OO acre-feet, and that th€
balance ofthe assignment and transfer be comprised of RWCD LTSC. (2025 LTSC

Assignment and Transfer).

BE IT FURTIIDR RESOf,vED by the Tohoro O'odharn Legislative Council that it authorizes the
Chairman or his d€sign€€ to execrte such llrizona Department of Water
Resources form or forms, and to take additional actions consistent with this
Resolution, as Inay be nccessary to colnplet€ the 2025 LTSC Assignment and

Transfer.
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R.ESOIUTION NO. 21L4I4
(Approving Assignmentand Transfer ofLong-Term Storage Cr€dits to th€ Nation to Satisfy th€ Bureau
of Reclamatlon's 2o25 Firming Obligation)
Page 3 of4

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the funds gererated by the 2025 LTSC Assignmcnt and Transfer
will be added to the Water Rev€|rltes Account established by Resolution No. l4-
525.

The foregoirg Resolution was passed by the Tohono o'odham Legislative Council on the !DIr1
day ofDECEMBER 2024 at a meeting at which a quorum was present with a vote of 2,705.3 FOR;
55EJl AGIUNST; -O- NOT VOTING; and [O2l ABSENT, pursrant to the powers vested in the Council
by ltrticle xvII, section I and Article vI, section l(D ofthe Constitution ofthe Tohono O'odham
Natlon, adopted by the Tohono O'odham Nation onlanuary 18, l9t6; and approvedby the Acting
Depuq. Assistant Secretary - Indian Affairs (Operations) on March 6, 19t6, pursnant to Section
16 ofthe Act oflune 18, 1934 (48 Stat.984).

Evorne Wllson, Legislative Secretary
/<

day of

Said Resoltrtion was submifged for approvalgo
o'odham Nation on tD'e /(d{ day oI ,k

of the Ch4irman of the loho|ro
2O2+ at { 4( o'clock, & .rn.,

purslant to the provisions of S€ction 5
effective upon his approval or upon his
hours of subm.ittal.

of Article VII of the Constitution and will become
failure to cith€r approve or disapprove it within 48

Wavalene M. Saunders

O'ODIIAM I,EGISI,ATIVE COUNCIL
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RESOf, UTION NO. 2.!'- !LL4
(Approving Assignmentalrd Transfer ofLong-Term Storagc Credits to the Nation to satisfy the Burcau
of Reclamation's 2O25 Firming Obligation)
Page 4 of4

n/ ***ooro D<cu4b{on the day of1[

I I DISAPPROVED

l1
R€turned to the Legislative Secretary on the / / day of

vERroN M. IOSE,
TOHONO O'ODIIAM

zozq, at/O:l) o'c:rock, /' .m.



RESOf,UTTON NO.24414

ACTION; ITPPROVING ITSSIGNMENT AND TRANSFf,R O[ LONG-TERM STORACE CREDIIS TO THE NATION TO
SATISFY TIIE BURf,AU OF R.ECI,AMATION'S 2025 FIRMING OBLIGATION

MOVED: COUNCIf,MAN DANIEL f,.A. PRESTON III SECOND: COUNCILMAN FRANCIS HOMEI4|CTEWA

DATE: DECEMBER09,2O2!t

DISIRICT LEGISIJIIIVE REPRESENTATIVES
#oF

VOTES FOR AGIUNST
NOT

VOTINC ABSENT

BABOQUIVARI

t94.2
I . LEA-NDER MASE

(Francine Schooling)
2. JESSE NAVARRO

(Alberta I. Ray)

197.1

797,1

x
x

CHUKUI KUX

354.7

I. VIVIAN'UAN-SAUNDERS
(Cornelius Antone)

2. MARLA.KAY IIENRY
(

t77.t5

t77.ta

x
x

GU ACHI

242.7

I. VICIOBIA HOBBS
(Ionya L,Ioaquh)

2.IEROME F.IOAQUTN
(l

141.35

t41.35

x
x

GU VO

276.O

I. DAIIJIS I,EWIS
()

2. LESLIE LUNA()

13t.0

13t.0

x
x

x

IIICXIW/IN

220.4

r. DELMAM. GARCIA
()

2. routs R. LoPEz
(Loretta A. Ortcga)

llo.25
1r0.25

x
x

PISINEMO

236.2

I. EDWARD D. MANUEL
(

2. P/TMELAJ. BENAVTDEZ
(Nora I. Rnelas)

lla.l
1l t.l

x
x

SAN LUCY

257,6

I . ROGER MANUEL 1,4Drerrt)
(Christina Andiewsl (Pre'ent)

2. GI,ORIA M, BAMIREZ
(Lorraine M, Eiler)

t2a.a

l2t.t
x
x

SIIN XAVIER

2tt4.t
l. ,ANICE FEr,rX

()
2. DIINIEI I,.A. PRESION III

( )

122.25

122.25

x
x

SCIIUKTOAJ(

r9t.t
L DELISA M, RAMON (Abscnt)

(Sharon A, Franciscol (Present)
2. THEORIA CAMPILLO

(Rebecca Ann Valentinel

95.9

95,9

x
x

x

SEI,LS

55t.0

r . EVELYN IU/IN MANUEI
(Arvada Liston)

2. JANET B. EI,EANDO()

279.O

279.O

x
x

SIF OIDAX

247.1

I. FRANCIS IIOMEIf,TYTEWA
()

2. WAVAIENE M. SAUNDERS
(Mary Lopeu)

123.55

123.55

X

x

TOTAI 3,263,3O 2,7OS.t 558.O -o- Io2l


