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WHEREAS,

WHEREIIS,

WHEREAS.

WHEREIIS,

WHBREIIS.

WHEREAS,

RESOIUTION OF THE TOIIONO O'ODIIIIM I,trGISf,ATIVE COUNCIL
(Recognizing Sif Oidak District Compliance with Resolution Nos. 23,440 and

24-091 and Authorizing AUocations to the District)

RESOI,UTION NO. 25.3/16

the Constitution ofthe Tohono O'odharn Nation vests the Legislative Council with
the fiscal powers to "prevent the use, disposition or encumbrance ofliscal assets

ofthe Tohono O'odham Nation," "manage any funds within the exclusive control
ofthe Tohono O'odharn Nation , . . and to appropriate these funds for the benefrt
ofthe nation and its members" (Constitutior, Article vI, Section l(d)(f) and (d)(2));

and
pursuant to llrticl€ IX, Section 7 of thc Constitution of the Tohono O'odharrr

Nation, "lnlo district council shall expend district funds except pnrsuant to
budgets authorized under resolutions ofthe district council and approved by the
Tohono O'odham Council"; and

16 T.O.c. chaptcr 1- Regulation of caming Activities (the "Ganring ordinance"),
the Tohono O'odharn Nation-State of Arizona Amended and Restatcd Gaming

compact, and the Indian Ganring Regulatory Act require the Natiorto ensure that
net gaming revenues, including revenues auocated to districts, are used

exclusively to flnd government operations or prograllrs or for another of the

specific purpos€s authorized by law (calrring Ordinance, section 3o2; compact,

Section l5(d); 25 U.s.c. S 27r0O)(2)(B)); arrd

the Legislative Council is vested with substantial controloverthe Nation's ll local

district governnents, and it Inayby ordinance change district boundaries, create

a district, or disestablish a district (Constitution, Article Ix, Section 2); and

the districts "are organizations of fairly Unrited powex and authority which ruay

act only under the supervision of the Tohono O'odham Council" and a district
rray not expend district funds without a budget authorized by district council

resolution and approved by the Legislative Council (Juan v. Iuan' 2 ToRtd 62

(Trial ct., la''.27,2ooo) appeal dism'd,7 TOR3d I Oan. 4, 2005); constitution,

Article IX, Sectiol 7); and

the Tohono O'odha|n Judicial Court has recognized that even after distributing

funds to a district, th€ Nation has an ongoing frduciary obligation to ensure that

district funds arc expended under valid authority, including by "insuring that

funds are expended only lry authorized offrcials ofthe District." (Angela Ortiz &

Frances Ruiz v. Charlene Montana, et aI; consofidated with Tohono o'odhatn

Nation v. Gu-vo Governing Council, S TOR3d 34, 36 (Ct.App., Aug. 24' 2011)); and
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RXSOT,UTION NO. 25146
(R€cognizing Sif Oidak District Compliance with Resolution Nos. 23-440 and 2!t-091 and Authorizing
Allocations to the Iristrict)
Page 2 of4

WIIEREIIS, the Nation elects to allocate gaming, trrining,leasing, and other revenues to fund
district government budgets, and the allocations of Nation's funds are the
prirnary sources offunding for Sif Oidak District operations; and
the Nation has conditioned its annual allocatiol of Nation's gaming revenues to
districts on annual audits, internal controls, and other measnres, including
district "budgets approved in accordance with Arlicle VI, Section f(d)(2) of the

Nation's Constitution and Section 302 ofth€ Garning Ordinance" (Section l3O4(A)

of26 T.O,C, Chapter l); and

by Resolution No.23-440 and Resolution No.24-091, control and managenent of
Sit Oidak District finances and accounts were transferred to the Nation and "no
further distributions or allocations of gaming revenue, rnining royalties, or other
funds shall be nadc available for expenditure for the Sif Oidak District until the

Nation's treasurer certifies in writirg that control of aU Sif Oidak District funds

has been transferred to the Nation." Resolution No. 23-440; and

on Septenber 4, 2025, the Nation's treasurer issued the certification that control
of all Sif Oidak District funds and accounts were transferred to the Nation as

required by Resolution No. 23-440; and

the Budget and Finauce Committee and Nation's chairperson jointly certified

that the Sif Oidak District, and its officials, agents, and enployees fully complied

with Resolution No, 23-440 and with the November 2023 Amerdllrents to

Ordinance No. E6-01; and

by Resolution No.24-21t, R€solution No.25-210, and Resolution No.25-2ll' the

Legislative Council approved the August 2024 an'.d 2025 district aUocations ard
apportionment of mining royalties, but retained the Sif oidak District's

allocations until corrpliance with the terms ofResolution Nos. 24-09l and 23-440;

and

because the sif Oidak District complied with the terms ofResolution Nos. 23-440

and 24-091, the Budget and Finance comnrittee recommends that the Nation

resume allocations and transfers offunds for the Sif Oidak District.

WHEREAS,

IflHEREAS,

WIIBREAS,

WHEREITS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

Now, THEREFoRE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Legislative council:
(l) Recognizes that the sif Oidak District complied with the requirenents of

Resolution No, 23-440 and 24-091; and
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RESOf,UTION NO. ?-S-t4(;
(Recognizing Sif Oidak District Compliarce with Rcsolution Nos. 2t-/AO a\d24-O9l and Authorizing
Allocatiors to the District)
Page 3 of4

<21 Arthorizes the August 2024 a\il August 2025 Dislrict AUocations and FY

2025 District Mining Allocation to be available for expenditure subiect to
Sif Oidak District budgets approved in accordance with Article vI, Section

r(dxr) and (d)(2) and Araicle Ix, Section 7, provided that the Nation shall
continue to manage and control all of the Sif Oidak District's funds and

accounts in accordance rvith Resolution No. 23-44O.

The foregoing Resolution was passed by the Tohono O'odham Legislative Council on the IEII
day ofSEPTEMBER 2025 at a meeting at which a quorurn was present rdith a vote of3.32l.l FOR;
-0: AGAINSI; -o- NOT VOTING; and :!L ABStrNT, pursuant to the powers vested in the Council by
Article V, Section 1; Article VI, Scction l; Article vI, Section 1(OG)Jd)@), (dX3), and (e); Article
VII, Section 2(c) and 2(d), Article IX, Section 7 ofthe Corstitution ofthc Tohono O'odharn Nation,
adopted bythe Tohoro o'odham Nation on Ianuary 18, 1986; and approvedbythe Acting Depu8
llssistant Secretary - Indian Alfairs (operations) on March 6, 1986, pursuant to Section 16 ofthe
Act ofJun€ 18, 1934 (48 Stat.984).

,2l)21

@aua
Said Resohtion was submitted/for approval lp the gllice of tbe Cbairlran of the Tohono
o,odha' Nation onthe J4* aavii l*.t,lv' ,2o25at d)4'/ o'ctock, _4r' .rn.,
pursuart to the provisions of Section 5 of'Article VII of the Constitutiotr and lvill 6ecome
elfective upon his approval or upon his failure to €ither approve or disapprove it within 48
hours of submittal.

TOHONO O'ODHITM LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

wavalene M, Saunder

'ODHAM I,trGISLATIVE COUNCIL

wavalen€ M. saundcrs, Legisla
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Rf,SO|,UTTON NO, 25-t4S
(Recognizing SifOidak District Compliance with Resolution Nos. 2t-44O anal2/LO9l and Authorizing
Allocations to the District)
Pa?faofa

Iyl ePPnovro

I I DTS|PPROVED

4tt .,' 1 I
oo tne Lvl aay ot 2fifu wLtt/ ,2g2t

"7\,tt
at /''l / o'clock. lt .rn.T

VERLON M.IOSE, C
TOIIONO O'ODIIITM NATION

secretary on th " 4€ auy ot



RESOLUTION NO.2'.346

ACTION: R-ECOGNIZING SIF OID/IK DISTRICT COMPIIIANCE WITH RESOLUTION NOS. 23-440 AND 24-091 AND
AUTHORIZING IIILOCATIONS TO THE DISTRICT

MOVED: COUNCILWOMAN EVELYN JUAN MANUEL SECOND: COUNCILWOMAN THEORIA CAMPILLO

DATE; SEPTEMBER 18, 2025

DISIRICI LEGISLAIIVE REPRESENTATIVES
#oF

VOTES FOR AGAINST
NOI

VOTING A'BSENI

SIF OIDAI(

2t1.2
I. WAVAIENE M. SAUNDERS
(Mary Lopez)

2. FRANCIS IIOMEII"YTEWA
( )

125.6

125.6

x
x

SELIS r. JANET B. ELEANDO
()

2. EVELYN IUAN MANUEL
fluan Buendia)

2t2.E5

2t2.45

x
x

SCHUKIOIIK

195.3

I. IHEORIA CA.LIPILLO
(Rebecca Arrn valentine)

2. DEIISA M. RA.IiTON
aouintin C. LoDez)

97.65

97.65

x
x

SAN XAVIER

249.4

I. DANIEL L.A. PRESION III
()

2.IANICE FELIX
{)

124.9

124.9

x
x

SAN f,UCT

266.7

I. GLORIA M. RAMIREZ
(Lorraine M. Eiler)

2. ROGER MANUEL
(Christina Altdrews)

l33.rs
133.15

x
x

PISINEMO

240.3

I. PAMELAJ. BENAVIDEZ
(Nora J. Ruelas,,

2. NAOMI MONIE
(Edward D, Manuel)

120.15

120.15

x
x

HIC(IWAN

222.9

I. LOUIS R. LOPEZ
(Loretta A, Ortega)

2. DELMA M. GARCIA
()

llr.45
lll.45

x
x

cu vo
279.6

1. LESI,IE LUNA
()

2. BENNETT CIIEWING
tl

139,8

139.4

x
x

CU ACEI

2E9.2

T.IEROME F. JOAQUIN
(Gloria lohnson)

2. LUCIUS E. LOPEZ
(Victoria A.Ilobbs)

t44.6

tM.6

x
x

CHUKUI KUK

361,9

I . MARI,AXAY IIENRY
()

2. VMAN IUIIN-SAUNDERS
(cornelius antone)

Ito.95

lEo.95

x
x

BABOQUTVARI

398.9

1 fESSE NAVARnO
(Alberta f. Ray)

2, NED NORRIS, JR
(Leander Mase)

199.4S

199.45

x
x

IOTAI 3,321.1 3,321.1 -o- -o- -o-


