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WIIEREIIS,

WHEREIIS,

WIIERf,AS,

WHEREAS,

WHERf,IIS,

WHEREAS,

RESOI,UTION OE THE IOHONO O'ODHAM I,ECISI,ATIVE COUNCIT
(Declaring the San Pedro Watershed as a Historic Property ofIraditiolal Cultural

signifrcance and Requesting a Formal Determination of Eugibili8 for Listirg
in the U,s. National Register ofHistoric Places)

RESOLUTION NO.26-015

the Tohono O'odham Legislative Council is authorized to exercise its inherent
powers "by providing laws, ordinances or resolutions . ' ' to pronote, protect and

provide for public health, peace, morals, education and general welfare of the

Tohono O'odham Nation and its members" (Tohono O'odham const. Art. VI, S

l(c)(2)); and

it is the "responsibility of the Tohono O'odham llegislativel Council to use aU

practical means, consistent with other essential considerations of the Tohono

o'odhan national po[cy, to improve and coordinate its plans, functions,

programs and resources to the end that the Tohono O'odham Nation llay . . .

preserve funportant historic, cultural and natural aspects of Tohoro O'odham

national heritage" (Tohono O'odham Const. Art. XVIU, S 2(d)); and

the San Pedro Watershed Traditional Cultural Property ("TCP") is an

interconnected and multi-cultural landscape of historical and cultural

sigtrifrcance that rellects more than l2,ooo years of Indigerous history ard use

represented by rnore than 2,OOO docurrented cultural sites and the innurnerable

springs, perennial riverflows, travel routes, plant and medicinc gathering areas,

and sigrilicant landforms that have supported diverse lifeways, ard that

continue to be used, caxed for, and held as highly significant lry associated

Ildigenous comnrrnities; and

in January, 2024, thLe Legislative Council passed Resolution 24-ol2' which

opposed construction ofthe sunzia transnission lire and, itr part, acknowledged

that the cultural, religious, spiritual, ancestral, and historic identity and vitauty

of the Tohono O'odharn Nation ("Nation") and its Members is inextricably and

forever linked to xhe San Pedro watershed and adioining landscapes; and

Resolution 24-ol2 also recogrized that Inany Menbers of the Nation directly

trace their arcestry and heritage to the sobaipuri o'odhaln and the llohokam

who thrived for centuries throughout the San Pedro watershed; and

Resolution 24-012 further resolved to support "any actions that the Nation can

take to oppose the continued destruction ofsites that are of cultural and historic

significance in and around the san Pedro River vaUey. ' '" and
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RESOLUTION NO. 26-015
(Declaring the San Pedro Watersh€d as a Ilistoric Prop€rty of Traditional Cultural Signilicance and
Requcsting a Forrnal Determination of Eligibiuty for f,isting in the U.S. National Register ofEistoric
Places)
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wHBREllS, despite clear comnunications regarding the signilicance and integri8 ofthe Sar
Pedro Watershed TCP, the U.S. Bureau ofland Management ("BLM") has, without
completing meaningful consultation with the Nation, approved the right-of-way
and f,imited Notice to Proceed for the Sunzia transnission line; and

the Bf,M is preparing to issue a Limited Notice to Proceed to enable constmction

ofthe Riosol transrnission Hne adjacent to the SunZia line, effectively doubling

the adverse ecological, cultural, and visual irnpacts to the Sar Pedro Watershed,

all without initiation, much less completion of ctrltural landscape study required
by the llrizona corporation Corurission as condition 27 oI the Certilicate of

Environmental compatibility; and

the owners and developers ofthe SunZia and Riosol transnission lires agreed in
2015 to complete, prior to comlnencing construction, an inter-tribal cultural
landscape study ofthe Arizona portion ofthe proposed 400 ft-wide right-of-way,

including about 40 rniles through largely undisturbed sections oftJre san Pedro

watershed; and

the cultural Preservation Comrnittee and the Domestic A.lfairs Corunittee have

reviewed this Resolution and recommcnd its approval by the Legislative Council.

WHEREAS,

WIIEREAS,

WIIEREAS,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Tohono O'odharn f,egislative council strongly

oppos€s all further actions to corstrnct the Riosol transrnission line and to

energize the SunZia transrnission line through the San Pedro Watershed TCP.

BE IT IURTHER RESOLVED that the Legislative Council frnds and declar€s that the San Pedro

Watershed poss€sscs exceptional integrity as a traditional cultural landscape

and distinctive and ongoing signifrcance as a historic property.

BE IT FURTIIER RESOLVED that th€ Legislative Council supports the fornal deterrnination of

eligibiu8 ofthe SaIr Pedro lvatershed TCP for listing in the U.S, National Register

ofllistoric Places.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Legislative Council invites and encourages San Carlos

Apache Tribe, zuni Trib€, Hopi Tribe, Mescalero Apache Tribe' Gila River Indian

Corrrmunity, Ak chin Indian community, [ort siu Apache Tribe, the Inter-Tribal

Association of Arizona, the Natiotral Association of Tribal Historic Preservation

Officers, and the National Congress ol llrnerican Indians to provide inforrnation

concerning historical and continuing traditional cultural uses of the San Pedro
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Watershed and to otherwise support the deternination of eligibility of the San
Pedro Watershed TCP.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Lcgislative Council invites and encourages the Bf,M, the
United States Forest Service, the Ulited Stated National Park Service, the Arizona
Corporatior Comrnission, the llrizona State Historic Preservation OfEce, the
Arizona State Lands Department, Cochise Courty, Pirna Co[txtJr, Pinal County,
craharn County, and other Sar Pedro public trustees and land stewards to
support the protection and perpetuation ofthe cultural and ecological values of
the san Pedro Watershed, including the formal detertnination ofthe eligibili8 of
the san Pedro Watershed TCP for listing in the U.s. National Register ofHistoric
Places.

BE IT FINALLI RXSOLVED that the Legislative Council authorizes th€ OfEc€s of the Chairman
a|rd Attorney General to: (l) subnit conrnents and/or correspondence in
opposition to proposed and/or ongoing destruction in the San Pedro Watershed

TCP; (2) subrnit correspondence encouraging the formal deternaination of
eligibility ofthe San Pedro Watershed TCP for listing in the U,S. National Register

of Historic Places; (3) take other actions in furtherance of the intent of this
Resolution and Resolution 24-O12,

The foregoing Resolution was passed by the Tohono O'odharn Legislative Council on the LlIl
day of IAI[UABy2026 at a meeting at which a quorum was present with a vote of 3,321.1 FOR;
-o- AGIUNST; -o- NOT VOTING; ard I04l ltBsENT, pursuant to the powers vestcd in the Couucil by
Article VI, SS 1(cX2); Article, XVUI, S2(d) of the Constitution of the Tohono O'odham Nation,
adopted bythe Tohono O'odham Nation on Ianuary lt, 1986; and approved by the Acting Deputy
llssistant Secretary - Irdian Alfairs (Operations) on March 6, 1986, pursuant to Section 16 ofthe
Act oflrne lt, 1934 (4t Stat,9t4).

TOIIONO O'ODHIIM LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
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Said Resolution was subnriFe$ for approv
O'odham Nation on the /(y'" ilay oI (

offce of the Chairman of the Tohono
-t4 .2o26at /j09 ,.-'"to"u. ? .n.., 2026 at /j 09 o'cloc*, --,? .ro.,

th" coo.ti-tutioo 
"rrd "ri.[2""o-.

,2026

pursuant to the provisions of Section 5 of
elfective upon his approval or upon his failure
hours of submittal.

f the constitution and wilkbecolne
approve or disapprove it within 48

/k anyor

b./sp'lnoot

I ] DISAPPROVED

ootn" AO a..y or

^ra

TOHONO O'ODIIAM NATION

/4{)4unro,
;,ock,4-.n.

cle VI

TOHONO O'ODIIAM I,EGISf, ATIVE COUNCII,

to the L€gislative secretary on the
| ^.1..

2OZG, at |U. I Lto'clock,



RESOLUTION NO.26-015

ACTION: DECLARING THE SltN PEDRO WATERSHED AS A HISTORIC PROPERTY OF TRADITIONIiI CULTUBAI
SIGNIFICANCE AND RtrQUESTING A FORMAI DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY FOR LISTING IN THE
U.S. NATIONA.L RECISTf,R OF HISTORIC PLACES

MOVED: COUNCILMAN FRANCIS HOMEWITEWA

DATE: IANUARY 13,2026

SECOND: COUNCIf,MAN ROGER MANUEL

DISTRICT I,EGISI,ITIIVE REPRESENTATIVES
#oF

VOTES FOR AGAJNST
NOT

VOIINC ABSENT

SIF OIDAX

251.2

1l. WAVAIENE M. SAUNDERS /.4rsezt,
(tr'ar! Loper, (Present)

2. FRANCIS HOMEII'I.TEWA()

r25.6

125.6

x
x

x

SELLS

s6s.7

I. fANEI B. ELf,ANDO
(l

2. EVEI,YN IUAN MANUEL
(Iuan Buendia)

2t2.t5
282.45

x
x

SCHUKIOAI(

195.3

I. TIIEORIA CAMPILLO
(Rebecca Ann valentine)

2. DEI,ISA M. RA.NION
louintin c, Lopez)

97,65

97.65

x
x

SAN XAVIER

249.4

I. DANIEL I..A. PRESTON III
()

2. JANICE FEI,IX()

124.9

124.9

x
x

SAN T,UCY

266.t

I . GI,ORIA M. RAMIREZ
(Lorraine M. Eiler)

2. ROGER MANUEL
(Christina Andrews)

133.r5

133.15

x
x

PISINEMO

240.3

I. PAMEI,AI. BENAVIDEZ
(Nora J. Ruelas)

2. NAOMI MONTE
(Edward D. Manuel)

l20.ls
l20.rs

x
x

IIICKIWAN

222.9

I. LOUIS R. LOPEZ
(Loretta A, Ortega)

2. DELMA M. GARCIA

lll.45
111.45

x
x

cu vo
279.6

I. T,ESLII LUNA
(,

2. BENNETI CIIEWING
(,

139.4

139.8

x
x x

GU ACIII

249.2

r. fERoME F.IOAQUIN
(Cloria Johnson)

2. LUCIUS E. LOPEZ
(Victoria A. Ilobbs)

144.6

ltl4.6

x
x

CHUI(UT KUI(

361.9

I. MARLAXAY HENRY
()

2. VMAN fUAN-SAUNDERS
(Cornelius Antone)

lEo.95

r80.95

x
x x

BABOQUIVARI

39a.9

l. fEssE NAVARRO
(Alberta I. RaY)

2. NED NORRIS, JR.

{Leander Masc)

199.45

199.45

x
x

x

TOTAI 3,321.1 3,321.1 -o- -o- I o4l


