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RESOLUTION OF THE TOHONO O' ODHAM LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
(Appropriating Gaming Savings for Tohono O'odham Nursing Care Authority 

Operations in Fiscal Years 2026-2030) 

WHEREAS, 

WHEREAS, 

WHEREAS, 

WHEREAS, 

WHEREAS, 

WHEREAS, 

WHEREAS, 

WHEREAS, 

RESOLUTION NO. ~9 

the Constitution of the Tohono O'odham Nation vests the Legislative Council with 

the power to appropriate Nation's fonds "for the benefit of the [N)ation and its 

members" and to provide laws "to promote, p r otect and provide for po blic health, 

peace, morals education and general welfare of the Tohono O'odham Nation and 

its members" (Constitution, Article VI, Section l(d)(2) and l(c)(2)); and 

the Tohono O'odham Nursing Care Authority ("TONCA") was established by the 

Nation and operates the Archie llendricks, Sr . Skilled Nursing Facility and the 

Tohono O'odbam Elder Assisted Living Residence, which are vital resources for 

aging O'odham and others in need of such services (17 Tohono O'odham Code 

Chapter 2 -Tohono O'odham Nursing Care Authority); and 

from l'Y 2004 to FY 2016, the Nation's annual subsidy to TONCA grew from 

$4,013,875 to $7,086,048 as the costs of healthcare increased; and 

pursuant to Resolution No. 17-302, the Legislative Council appropriated 

$6,731,746 annually from gaming savings for TONCA's fiscal years 2018-2021; and 

in 2021 in developing the next multiple yea r subsidy, TONCA was able to reduce 

the requested subs idy based on its best projections of need, through strategic 

planning and proactive efforts at the state and federal level, notwithstanding 

rising h ealthcare cos ts and with regulations and inspections becoming mor e 

rigorous and more p ersiste nt; and 

pursuant to Resolution No. 21-269, the Tohono O'odham Legisla tive Council 

appropriated $5,474,633 for FY 2022, $4,723,422 for FY 2023, $4,849,885 for FY 

2024, $4,979,962 for FY 2025, and $5,113,772 for FY 2026; and 

the assumptions and projections used to calculate the requested subsidy for FY 

2022-2026 have proved to be substantially in error; and 

the projections for the needed subsidy were in error due to 3 factors: inflation, 

increase in charitable care, and labor costs: 

inflation in healthcare costs by 2024 were significantly higher than what 

had been projected for FY 2025 in 2021; 

COVID-19 resulted in the increas e in ch a ritable care from 7 r esidents in 

2019 to15 in 2024; and 
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WHEREAS, 

WHEREAS, 

WHEREAS, 

WHEREAS 

WHEREAS, 

WHEREAS, 

a labor shortage of direct care nurses and certified nursing assistants - in 

2021 TON CA had little or no need for any contract staff and currently we 

have 50 nurses and CNAs, of which 25 are contract staff; and 

in order to maintain its quality-of-care, TONCA has concluded that the best 

approach is to seek this next multi-year subsidy beginning a year earlier than 

projected; and 

TONCA has consulted with each of the Nation's districts in accordance with 26 

Tohono O'odham Code Chapter 1, Article 3, Section 130l(A) and the TON CA Board 

of Directions has enacted a resolution requesting an annual subsidy from the 

Nation in the amount of 59,917,059 for each fiscal year for FY 2026 through FY 

2030, for a combined total of $49,585,295 from gaming savings for continued 

operations (of which $5,113,772 had been appropriated for FY2026 in accordance 

with Resolution No. 21-269); and 

pursuant to Resolution No. 21-269, the Nation will transfer payment ofS5,113,772 

on or about October 1 , 2025 as the last subsidy payment for that multi-year 

appropriation; and 

TON CA is requesting that the Nation appropriates an additional subsidy amount 

ofS4,803,287 for FY 2026 and subsidy amounts in FY 2027-FY 2030 ofS9,917,059; 

and 

TONCA has confirmed with the Treasurer of the Tohono O'odham Nation that 

there are sufficient funds in gaming savings to support TONCA's multi-year 

appropriation request for FY 2026-2030; and 

the Health and Human Services Committee and the Budget and Finance 

24 Committee have reviewed TONCA's multi-year appropriation request and neither 

25 the Health and lluman Services Committee nor the Budget and Finance 

26 Committee has a recommendation. 

27 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Tohono O' odham Legislative Council that the Tohono 

28 O'odham Legislative Council appropriates the following amounts for each fiscal 

29 yea~ 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

1. 

2 . 

3. 

4 . 

$4,803,287 for FY 2026 (to supplement the $5,113,772 appropriated to 

TON CA in accordance with Resolution No. 21-269); 

$9,917,059 for FY 2027; 

$9,917,059 for FY 2028; 

$9,917,059 for FY 2029; and 
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5. $9,917,059 for FY 2030, for a combined total of 544,471,523 from gaming 

savings to support TONCA's operations. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Tohono O'odham Legislative Council that: 

I. 

2 . 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Payment ofS4,803,287 will be transferred from the Nation to TON CA within 

15 days of the effective date of this resolution; 

Payment of $9,917,059 will be transferred from the Nation to TONCA on 

October 1, 2026; 

Payment of $9,917,059 will be transferred from the Nation to TONCA on 

October 1, 2027; 

Payment of S9,917,059 will be transferred from the Nation to TONCA on 

October 1, 2028; and 

Payment of $9,917,059 will be transferred from the Nation to TONCA on 

13 October 1, 2029. 

14 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Tohono O' odham Legislative Council that funds will be wired 

15 to TONCA's account on the date set forth above without further Tohono O'odham 

16 Legislative Council action, provided that all funds shall remain assets of the 

17 Nation until transferred to TONCA. 

18 BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED by the Tohono O'odham Legislative Council that the TONCA Board 

19 shall provide to the Health and Human Services and Budget and Finance 

20 Committees upon request any TONCA records or reports for which disclosure is 

21 not prohibited by law, and shall make a financial and operational report, 

22 including a detailed expenditure report, to the Legislative Council withi.n 120 

23 days after the close ofTONCA's fiscal year in accordance with Article IV, 4 .5.21 of 

24 17 Tohono O'odham Code Chapter 2 . 

25 The foregoing Resolution was passed by the Tohono O'odham Legislative Council on the l.OT11 

26 day of EEB~0-2_6 at a meeting at which a quorum was present with a vote of 2~ FOR; 
27 .81.2.~5 AGAINST;~ NOT VOTING; and (Dl] ABSENT, pursuant to the powers vested in the Council 
28 by Article VI, Section l(d)(2) and l(c)(2) of the Constitution of the Tohono O'odham Nation, 
29 adopted by the Tohono O'odham Nation on January 18, 1986; and approved by the Acting Deputy 
30 Assistant Secretary-IndianAffairs (Operations) on March 6, 1986, pursuant to Section 16 of the 
31 Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat.984). 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
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TODONO O'ODIIAM LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

Wavalene M. Saunder 

/ 7~ay of_--=µ.,a.~=...¥:----• 2026 

Evonne Wilson, Legislative Secreta ry 

/ fj day of ~ ,2026 

Said Resolution was submittedlor approv to the office of the C~man of the Tohono 
O'odham Nation on the / 7/71 day of , 2026 at o 'clock, __d_ .m., 
pursuant to the provisions of Section S of Article II of the Constitution and will ~ecome 
effective upon his approval or upon his failure to either approve or disapprove it within 48 
hours of submittal. 

DIIAi\.I LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

[ ] DISAPPROVED 

on the LJ-- day orC4M.u ~a~ 
at~oc~~ 
VERLON M~!: 

[ v(APPROVED 

TOIIONO O'ODilAM NATION 

Returne d to the Legislative Secret a ry on the /f.8 
~, 2026, at VJ:sv o 'clock, 

day of 

ft, .m . 

Evonne Wilson, Legislative Secretary 

, 2026 



RESOLUTION NO. 2{;-03.9 

ACTION: APPROPRIATING GAMING SAVINGS FOR TOIIONO O'ODIIAM NURSING CARE AUTHORITY 
OPERATIONS IN FISCAL YEARS 2026-2030 

MOVED: COUNCILWOMAN JANICE FELIX SECOND: COUNCILWOMAN GLORIA M. RAMIREZ 

DATE: FEBRUARY 10, 2026 

# OF NOT 
DISTRICT LEGISLATIVE REPRESENTATIVES VOTES FOR AGAINST VOTING ABSENT 

SIFOIDAK 1. WAVALENE M. SAUNDERS 125.6 x 
251.2 

(Mary Lopez) 
125.6 x x 2. FRANCIS HOMEWYTEWA 

( ) 

SELLS 1 . JANET B. ELEANDO 282.85 x 
565.7 

( ) 
282.85 x 2. EVELYN JUAN MANUEL 

Onan Buendia) 

SCIIUKTOAK 1 . THEORIA CAMPILLO 97.65 x 
195.3 

(Rebecca Ann Valentine) 
97.65 x 2. DELISA M. RAMON 

(Quintin C. Lopez) 

SAN XAVIER 1. DANIEL L.A. PRESTON Ill 124.9 x 
249.8 

( ) 
124.9 x 

2 . JANICE FELIX 
( ) 

SAN LUCY 1 . GLORIAM. RAMIREZ 133.15 x 
266.3 (Lorraine M. Eiler) 

133.IS x 
2. ROGER MANUEL (Absent) 

(Christina Andrews) (Present) 

PISI~EMO l . PAMELAJ.BENAVIDEZ 120.15 x 
240.3 (Nora J. Ruelas) 

120.15 x 
2. NAOMI MONTE 

(Edward 0. Manuel) 

DICKIWAN 1. LOUIS R. LOPEZ 111.45 x 
222.9 

(Loretta A. Ortega) 

2. DELMA M. GARCIA 111.45 x 

( ) 

GUVO 1 . LESLIE LUNA ll9.8 x 
279.6 ( ) 

139.8 x x 2. BENNETT CU EWING 
( ) 

GUACllI 1. JEROME F. JOAQUIN 144.6 x 
289.2 

(Gloria Johnson) 
144.6 x 

2 . LUCIUS E. LOPEZ 

(Victoria A. Dobbs) 

CHUKUTKUK 1 . MJ\RLAKAY HENRY 180.95 x 
361 .9 ( ) 

180.95 
2 . VIVIAN JUAN-SAUNDERS (Absent) 

x 
(Cornelius Antone) (Present) 

BABOQUIVARI J . JESSENAVARRO 199.45 x x 
398.9 ( ) 

199.45 x 
2 . NED NORRIS, JR. (Absent) 

(Leander Masc) (Present) 

TOTAL 3,321.1 2,M8.6S 872.4S -0- (03) 


