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WHEREIIS,

WHEREIIS,

WIIEREIIS,

WIIER.EIIS,

WHEREAS,

B-ESOI,UTION OF IHE TOHONO O'ODIIAM I,EGISI,ATIVE COUNCIL
(Adopting 2025 llnendments to 12 Tohono o'odham Code Chapter I - Elections)

Rf,SOI,UTION NO.26.234

the Legislative Council is vested with "lal[ legislative powers of the Tohoro

O'odham Nation" and is expressly vested with the power to "enact laws and

ordinances for conducting and regdating clections" (Constitrtion ofthe Tohono

O'odham Nation, llrticle v, Section I and llrticle vI, Section I (g)); and
pursuant to Article X, Section 7 ofthe Constitutior,

The Tohono O'odham Corncil shaU enact an election ordinance which

shall prescribe rul€s for the apportionment of repres€ntativcs to €ach

district council shen elcctions of s[ch representatives are from
colnrnunities within the district and not fron the district at large, and for
the setting and holding of primary elections for the oflices of chairman

and vice chairnan of the Tohono O'odham lNationl and of the district
conncil, and which shall prescribe the qualilications of candidates, the

registration requirements for voting and such other rnles and

procedures necessary to the orderly conduct of elections, including but
not Urnited to procedures for validation of petitions and the selfrIernent of
any and all election disputes. The declslon of the Tohono O'odharn

Council in all election natters, including the eligibility and

qualifrcations ofcandidates, shall be frnal.

; and

the Rules committee, in collaboration with the Nation's Election Board, drafted

anendments to the Nation's Elections law to clarify the authorized uses for the

Official List of Registered voters, to require candidates for the ofrces of
Legislative coulcil representative, Nation's chairperson a|rd vice chairperson,

and district council chairperson and vice chairperson to submit a list of all
tribal court criminal convictions, if any, to authorize the Board to declare a

candidate disqualitied if the Board verifres that the candidate has been

convicted ofa felony and to notify council ofthe disqualifrcation; and

under the proposed amendrnents, the disqualilied candidate rnay appeal his or

her disqualifrcation to the Legislative Council; and

the arnendments clarify deadlines for liling cl€ction contests, and also require

that a contest statem€nt alleging misconducl by the Board be liled with the

secretary of the council, and also require that the Election Board determine



I

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

t0
ll
t2
l-t

t4
l5
lo
T1

l8
19
20
2l
22
z)
24
25
26
21
28
29
30
JI

J.)
)+
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42

RESOI,UTION NO. 26.2?E
(Adopting 2025 Amendments to l2 Tohono O'odham Cod€ Chapt€r I - Elections)
Page 2 of3

within two business days of receipt whcther the contest statenent fled with the
Board is valid or invaHd; and

WIIDREIiS, the amendments also establish an earlier date for voters to request an absentee

bauot and require that a candidate remove campaign signs aftGr the election or
pay for the cost ofremoval; and

WHEREAS, the Rules Committee provided an initial version of tJre 2025 amendments for
pubUc cornrnent on December 19,2025 and then extended the pub[c comment
period to April24, 2025 and then again to J[ne 30, 2026; and

wHERElts, the Rulcs Corrnittee held two pubuc hearings, one virtual and one in p€rson on

l0.'.arclllT,2026 and Iune 16, 2026; and

WHEREAS, the Rules Committee reviewed and considered all written and verbal com.ments

regarding the 2025 amendments and made edits accordingly; and

WHEREAS, in the best interests of Nation's nembers, the Rules Connittee recomrnends

adoption of the 2025 amendm€nts to 12 Tohono O'odharn Code Chapter I -
Elections, which are incorporated by this reference.

NOW, TIIERf,FORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Tohono O'odham Legislative Council that it adopts

the 2025 amendments to 12 Tohono O'odham code chapter I - Elections.

The foregoing Resolution was passed by the Tohono O'odharn Legislative Council on the 039
day of AIJGIJST 2026 at a meeting at which a lluoruln was present with a vote of 2,705,9 FOR;
615,2 AGAINST; Iorl NOT VOTING; and l02l IIBSENT, pursuant to the powers vested in the
Council by ltrticle V, Section I and llrticle VI, Section 1(g) of the Constitution of the Tohono
o'odham Nation, adopted by the lohono o'odham Nation on January tt, l9E6i and approved
by the Acting Deputy Assistant Secretary - Indian AIfaIrs (Operations) on March 6, 1986,
pursuant to Section 16 ofthe Act offun€ lt, 1934 (!1t Stat.984).

TOHONO O'ODHAM f, EGISI,ATIVE COUNCIL

.ffir-lrZa
Evonne Wilson, Legisl

A anyor
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sald Rcsolution was submifted for approv
o'odham Nation on tL,e [0 day of---'

frce of the Chairman of the Tohono
,2026 at 4/0 o'ctocx, / .-,.,,2026 at 4/0 o'ctocx, t/ .-,.,
the Constitution and will Uecome
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to the

pursuant to the provisions of Section 5

effective upon his approval or npon his
horrs of subnrittal.

'cle vll of the Constitution and will Uecome
failnre to either approve or disapprove it within 4t

I I DISAPPROVED

-r'R€tlrned to the f,egislatiye secretary on the / dayof

,,/ on*oo"o oota" 6 auy or ffular/ ,zozt

/)r

A&/W ,2o26,at try'/ o'croch, I .tn.

TOHONO O'ODHAM I,EGISLATIVE COUNCII,

Wavalene M. Saunders, Legislative Chairwoman

Evonne Wilson, Legisla



RXSOLUTTON NO.2l.234

ACTION: IiDOPIINC 2025 IIMENDMENTS TO 12 TOHONO O'ODIIAM CODE CHAPTER r - ELECTIONS

MovED: COUNCILWOMAN THEORIA CAMPTLLO SECOND: COUNCILWOMAII JANET B. ELEANDO

DATE: AUGUST 03,2026

DISIRICT I,EGISIJIIIVE REPRESENIAIIVES
#oF

VOTES FOn AGAINST
NOT

VOIING lI"BSENI

SIF OIDAX

251.2

1. WAVAIENE M. SAUNDERS
(Mary Lopez)

2. FRNNCTS HOMEWYIEWA
(Dionne Kuth-Le)

125,6

125.5

x
x

SELLS

s6s.7

I. 
'ANf,I 

B, f,LEANDO
()

2. EVEI.YN IUAN MANUEI,
Ouan Buendia)

2t2,a5

2t2.45

x
x

SCHUKIOAI(

r95.3

r. IIIEONIA CAMPII,LO
(Rebecca Ann Valentine)

2. DELISA M. RAItrON
(Quintin C. Lopez)

97.65

97.65

x
x

SAN XAVIER

249.4

I. DANIEL I,.A. PRESTON III
()

2. faNrcE FELIX
()

r24.9

t24.9

x
x

SITN f,UCY

266.t

I. GLORIA M. RAMIREZ
(lorrainc M. Eiler)

2. ROGER MANUEL
(Chdstina Andrervs)

133.1s

133.r 5 x
x

PISINEMO

240.t

r. PAMEIJTf . BENAVIDEZ
(Nora f. Ruelas)

2. NAOMI MONTE
(Edward D. Manuel)

120.r 5

120.15 x
x

IIICKIWAN

222,9

r. LOUIS R. T,OPEZ
(Loretta A. Ort8ga)

2. DELMA M. (;ITRCTA
()

111.45

1l l.4s

x
x x

GU VO

279.6

I. LESI,IE LUNA
()

2. BENNEIT CIIEWING
It

139,t

139.8

x
x

GU ACIII

249.2

l. G[oRrA torrNsoN
(Rodney I. AgEiUa)

2. LUCIUS E. LOPEZ
(victoria A. Hobbs)

7tI4.6

144,6

x
x x

CHUKUI KUI(

361.9

I . MARIIIXAY Hf,NRY
{)

2. VTVIAN'UAN-SAUNDERS
(Corneli[s Antone)

tt0.95

It0.95

x
x

x

BA.BOQUIVARI

39t.9

l. rEssD NAvaRRo
( )

2. NED NORnlS, lR.
(Leander Mase)

r99.45

199.45

x
x

TOIII.L 3,321.1 2,7Ot.9 615.2 [0rl lo2l


