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RESOLUTION OF
(Future 208 Water

PAPAGO COUNCIL
Quality Actions)

RES. N0.43-78

WHEREAS, water is a vital resource of the Papago Nation and

is held in trust by the Federal government for the

economic and social development of the 0'Odham people;

^-l

WHEREAS, both surface and undergound waters have been depleted

by off-reservation use and underground water is lirnit-
ed in supply and expensive to obtain; and

uIHEREAS, Papago water supplies continue to be threatened by

pollution, erosion, depletion and absence of effective
planning; and

the 208 project reports that existing management ,

systems lace coordination and clear responsibility

WHEREAS,

assignments and are not adequate to protect the O'

resources; and

';,IHEREAS, the Council believes that the rf,ater management system

must fully reflect O'Odham culture and needs and

Federal trust responsibil ities and that such a system

requires a perinanent water planning program; and
-',^iI{EREAS, there is clear, histroic, legislative and judicial

precedent for a unique and sovereign relationship
betrceen che Tribal and the Federal qovernments over

water protection and policies;
NOi^I, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Papago Council that it

does accept the 208 project report and recomnendations

as an interim water management plan which is subject

to further and continuous development and modification

by the people, conrnunlties and Council.

BE IT FURTHER RESOTVED that the direct Tribal-Federal relation-
ship be recognized and that the Papago Reservation be

designated as an independent water quality planning

area by the E. P. A.

BE 1T FURTHER RESOLVED the the Council authorizes the establish
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BE IT

BE TT

ment of a pernament Tribal water resouree management

office in order to coordinate water resource develop-

ment; to defend, protect and conserve existing Papago

water resources; and to seek additional water resource

need for Papago development ;

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Council does hereby authorize

the preparation and submission to E.P.A. of a formal

request for designation of the Papago Reservation as

an independent water quality planning area and of an

application for a section 208 grant !o support the

continuing water quality planning effort;
FURTHER RESOLVED Lhat the Council desires to have a

eomprehensive Tribal water quality ordinance and does

direct the 208 Project to prepare such and ordinance

for Council consideration, said proposal to include

s tandards for water protection, conservation and

development and specific priorities for management

action, and to be presenced to the Council within the

next 60 davs .

THE PAPAGO COUNCIL

The foregoing Resolution vTas duly enacted by the Papago Council
on the 4 day of August, 1978, at a meeting at which a
quorum wEs present lrith a vote of 1O65-0-f or ; 0 _agains t t

.0 not voting i and 2 _absent, pursuant to the authority
-'reF€El-in the Council by-TeEions (a), (e) an<l (m) of Article
II of the Constitution ind By-Iaws of the Papago 'IrLbe as amend
ed, ratified by the Papago Tlibe on uecember lt, 1936, and
approved by the Secretary of the Interior on January 6, L937 ,
puris:L:.6nt to Section 16 of tbe Ac: c)f June 18, 1934 (.+8 Stat.
984). Said Resolution is not subject to review by the Secre
of Interior and is effective as of the date of its enactment
by the Papago Council .
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coPY RECEIVED rhis 4 day of

{1rL
Papago Agency
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