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RESOLUTION OF TIIE PAPAGO COT,NCII, 
I(Authorization to Negotiate Propsed Settlenent I

of water Rights) 
I

REs. No. 10_80 
]

V'HEREAS, non-Indian surface water diversions, ground\,rater punping and othet I

Iactivities near or bordering the papago Reservation have resulted 
I

in the cessation of surface water f1ows, the lowering of groundwater 
I

tables ' the compaction of subterranean rands and the deterioration of 
I

water quality on, under or from (f) the upper santa cruz River . IDasr_n 
Iunderlying the San Xavier Reservation (r,San Xavier District Sasin"), i

I(2) the Ar.tar-Avra valley basins undertying rhe schuk Toak District 
I

and the ldestern portion of the San Xavier District (,,Schuk foak Oist_ 
|rict Basin"), anal (4) the Salt River and Bosque Valley Basins under_ l

Iying the Gil"a Bend Reservation (,,San Lucy District Basin,,), aII in
derogation and. to the detriment of the rights of the papago friUe ana 

I
Iand its constituents, and 
I

WIIEREAS, in 1975 the United states (in its own right and on behalf of the
Papago Tribe and individual papago alrottees of the san xavier District),
and the papago Tribe together with certain papago allottees of the san I

I

xavier District (in their ovm right and on behalf of the class of all 
I

Isimilarly situated papago allottees of the san xavier District ) fited I

suits in the uni-ted states District court for the District of Arizona l

I(respectively Cause No. CIv ?5-39 anal CM5_51) seekinq, among other 
I

I

rernedies, a declaration of their rights in and to the use of surface I

and groundwaters, d.amages resulting from the use of sucfase and ground_

water in derogation of their rights; and injunctj.ve relief to limit I

Iwith dralrals of surface and groundrraters of the San Xavier District I

Basinr and

'HEREAS ' 
the Papago councir did appoint a water comission made up anonv others 

Iof papagos residing within the san Xavier District Basin, the schuk 
I

Toak District Basin, the Sif Oidlak District Basin, the San Lucy District
Basin, and a san Xavier District al,lottee who, in addition to resittinV 

]

within the san xadl.er District Basin, is a named partv in the af^_^ |:ore- 
|mentioned lawsuit representing the class of San xavier District I

allottees, i.n order to reviera, and study atl available materials and 
Idata relative to said water !6ging, to cond.uct public hearings ln tfre I-"*'*l
I
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Districts overlying said water basins and to make appropriate re-

comnendations regarding water resources; and

!.THEREAS, the San Xavier District Council, all San Xavier District allottees

who are named parties in the aforementioned lawsuit representj-ng the

class of San Xavier District allottees, indiviilual San Xavi-er Distr

allottees attentu-ng the pubtic hearings of the San xavier District,

the Schuk Toak District Council, the Sif Oidak District Council and

the San lucy District Council Clial, after public hearings in their

represective Distlicts, approve and recomnend the negotiation and

Iopment of a legislative settlenent of the ater rights claims of the

Papago Tribe ancl its constituents in ttre San xavier District Basin,

the Schuk Toak District Basin, the Sif Oidak District Basin, and the

San Lucy District Basin by means of legislation to be enacted into

Public Law of the United States; and

!'HEREAS, the Papago Council has reviewed the reconmendations of the Water

Cornmission, the San Xavier District alLottees, and the affected

District Councils, as well as the recosmendations of its and outside

consultants and attorneys, and has concluded that it is in the best

interest of the Papago Tribe antl its constituents that Legislative

settlement of the afor.ementioned water rights claims be attenpted.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT F.ESOLVED by the papago Councj-l that it does hereby

authorize the negotiation of a proposeal settlenent, either in whole

or in part, of the water right clafuns of the papago Tribe and irs con

stituents in the San Xavier District Basin, the Schuk Toak District

Basin, the Sif Oidlak District Basin, and the San Lucy District Basin

by lreans of.legislation to be enacted into public IJaw of the United

States together with such other settlement measures, if any, as may

appropriately relate thereto, alI of which sha11 state the terms and

' conditions of settleslent and shalt establish the method.s and means

of irnplenenting settlement.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the papago Council does hereby delegate to the
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Water Comnission and the Chairman of the papago CouncLl authority

to negotiate such proposed settlenent, provided horrever that before

any required legislation is introduced. into the United States Congress

and before any related settlement measures sss fi-nalized, the Water

Cornnission and the Chairnan of the papago Council are required to

subnit them for the review and approval or disapproval, of the papago

Council. The ivater Comnission anal the Chairman of the papago Council

are directed to report to this Council and to their respective

District Councils on a regular basis concerning the status and

of the settlenent.

BE rr FUR!:IIER RESoLVED that the Tribal Attorney is hereby instructed to take

all measures necessary to preserve the viability of litigation aI_

ready initi.ated, and to initiate any other necessary litiqation to
protect the water resources which are the subject of the foregoing

negotiations aluring the pendency of such negotiations and until such

time as a furr settrement is reached and finalized. when such actaon

requLres the cooperation of other agencies, pu-blic or private, j.n

funding or any other respect, and such cooperation is not forthconing,

the Tribal Attorney is instructed to so report to the council.

BE rr FURTHER RESoLVED that the chairman of the papago councir, the rnenbers of
the Water CorEnission, and the attorneys or other agencys of the papago

Tribe, ..are hereby authorized and directed to alo at1 things necessary

to acconplish the purposes of this Resolution.

The foregoing Resolution.was duly enacted by the papago councit the 15th aray ofFebruary 1980, at a meeting at which " q.rorrrm was present rdith a vote of a64for; 1010 againstr O not voting; anal 3 absent, pursuant to the authority vestealin the council by section 2 (a) , (at), (e) and (i) anA section 3 (h) of irti.ruV of the Constitution and By-Laws of the papago Tribe as amended. ratifieal bythe Papago Tribe on Deceaiber t2t L936. and a-froved by the Secretary of theInterior on ,fanuary 6 , !937 , pursuant to Section 16 of the Act of fue 18, 1934(48 Stat. 984). Saiat Resolution is not subject to review by the Secretary ofrnterior and is effective as of the date of its enactment by the papago council.

THE PAPAGO COI'NCIL
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ATTEST:

No. l-0-80

., tfr--COPY RECEIVED L}rLs J / " d,ay of

er$$Wj

'|^'q
res!*.\t!

kot{ur,rf'

, 1980

, Superintendent


