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RESOLUTION OF THE PAPAGO TRIBAL COUNCIL

( Proposed Water Settlement Legislation)
(Gila Bend - sif oidak)

RES. N0. 43-84

Non-Indian surface water diversion and ground water punping near and

bordering the Gila Bend Reservation, together with the construction

of Painted Rock Dam, have lowered the ground water table, deteriorated

the water quality so that it is unfit for donestic purpose and

periodically flooded the Reservation destroying agricultural
endeavors, all in derogation and to the detriment of the rights of
the members of the Papago Tribe residing on Gila Bend Reservationi

and

Non-Indian surface water diversion and ground water pumping near or

bordering the Chuichu area of the Sif-0idak District has resulted in
water withdrawalsn the depletion of ground water, the compaction of
subterranean lands, and the deterioration of water quality on, under

and from the l'laricopa Stanfield-Casa Grande water basin, all in
derogation and to the detriment of the rights of the members of
the Papago Tribe residing in the Chuichu area of the Sif 0idak

District; and

the Papago Tribal Council did appoint a l,later Commission made up of
member"s residing within the Gila Bend Reservation (San Lucy) the

San Xavier, Schuk Toak, Sif 0idak and Chukut Kuk District' all of
said districts being subjected to similar critical water problems;

and

on the 14th day of February, 1980, the Papago Tribal Council passed

Resolution No. l0-80 wherein it authorized and approved the

negotiation and development of a legislative settlenent of the water

rights claims of the Papago Tribe and its members in the water basins

on, near ot" under the San Lucy, San Xavier, Schuk Toak and Sif 0idak

Districts by neans of a congressional bill to be enacted into Public

Law of the United States whlich would state the terms and conditions

of the settiement and would establish the method and neans of
implementing such settl ernent i and

on December 3, l98l , Congressnan Udall introduced a bill in the U.S.

House of Representatives, (H.R. 5118) and subsequently Senator

Goldwater and Senator Deconcini introduced a corresponding bill in

the Senate (S. 2ll4) which were processed through the appropriate

committees and passed by both Houses and sent to the President

of the United States for enactment into law; and

during the legislative process the proposed legislative settlement

of the water right claims of the Gila Bend Reservation (San Lucy

District) and the Chuichu area of the Sif 0idak Dlstrict of the

Sells Reservation were elininated from the bill that passed the

Senate and House of Representatives with assurances from members of

the Congressional delegation that a second bill would be introduced

within this or the next session of Congress that would resolve the

liHEREAS,
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water problans of these two Districts; and

EAS, unless an out of court settlement can be reached and Federal

legislation is passed to guarantee and implenent such settlsnent,
iitigation must be instituted prior to the expiration of time set by

Federal statute or the Papago Tribe, the San Lucy Djstrict and the
Sif Oidak District may lose the legai right to claim past damages

for non-Indian Surface water diversion and for ground water pumping

near and borderinE the Gila Bend Reservation and the Chuichu area

of the Sif 0idak District of the Selis Reservation which has prevented

the flow of natural surface water to the Reservations, has I owered

the ground water table, deteriorated the water quality so that it is
unfit for domestic purposes, as well as damages resulting from the
construction of Painted Rock Dam which has caused frequent long term

flooding of the Gila Bend Reservation destroying all agicultural
land and rendering most of the Reservation unusable for any purpose,

all in derogation and to the detriment of the rights of the members

of the Papago Tribe residing on the Gila Bend Reservation and in the
Chuichu area of the Sif 0idak District of the Sells Paoaqo Reservation

and

EAS, the Papago Tribe, the San Lucy District and the Sif Oidak District
have, on numerous occasions, requested that the Federal government, as

Trustee of the Iand and water of the Reservation, file litigation to
protect their rights; and

EAS, proposed settlernent legislation has been submitted to the San Lucy

District Council and the Sif Oidak District Coucnil, and to the resi-
dents of San Lucy District and the Sif 0idak District at a public
hearing with detailed explanation of each provision contained therein;
and

the San Lucy District Council and the Sif 0idak District Council have

reviewed and studied the terms and provisions of the proposed legis-
Iation and believe that it would be in the best interest of the
District and the Papago Tribe if this proposed settlement legislation
be introduced in the U, S. Congress and processed through the
legislative system as qufckly as possible; and

the San Lucy District Council and the Sif 0idak District Council

understand that during the legislative process this proposed

legislation is subject to modification, alteration, changes or
additions and that if such should occur, any and all material
modifications, alterations, changes or additions that would affect
the benefits to be received by the Districts and the Tribe must be

subJect to the approval by the Districts and the Tribe; and
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WHEREAS, the San Lucy District Council and the Sif 0idak District Council

have approved by council Resolutions, a copy of the resolutions are

attached hereto and made a part hereof, the terms and conditions of
the proposed legislation attached hereto and made a part thereof, and

hereby request that the Papago Tribal Council approve said Iegislation
and authorize the Chairman, Vice Chairnran, Lobbyist, Attorneys and all
other necessary tribal offjcials to do whatever is necessary to have

this settlement legislation introduced in the U.S. Congress and

engineered through the legislative process as quickly as possible.

N0l^1, THEREF0RE, BE IT RES0LVED that the Papago Tribal Council does hereby

approve the terms and conditions of the proposed legislation attached

hereto and made a part hereof, and hereby authorize and direct the

Papago Tribal Chairman, Vice Chairman, Lobbyist, Attorneys and all
other tribal officials to do whatever is necessary to have this
settlement legislation introduced in the U.S. Congress and

engineered through the legislative process as quickly as possible'

BE IT FURTHER RES0LVED that any material modification, alteration' change and

addition to the legislation that would affect the benefits to be

received by the Districts and the Tribe must first be subiect to the

approval of the Distrjcts and the Tribe.
The foregoing Resolution was duly enacted by the Papago Council on the 4th
day of Apri1, 1984, at a meeting at which a quorum was present with a vote
of 121 1.0 for; 168.0 aEainst; 6l .0 not voting; and -0- absent'
pursuant to tne antho-ri ty vested i n-TIE-Papa go Counci l by-SecIi on 2 (a) '(d), and (m) of Article V of the Constitution and By-1aws of the Papago Tribe
of'Arizona as amended,,ratified by the Papago Tribe on Decenber l2' 1936' and

approved by the Secretary of the Interior on January.6' I937' pursuant to
sbi:tion 16 of the Act of June '18, 1934 (48 Stat. 984). Said Resalution is
not subject to review by the Secretary of the Interior and is effective as
of the date of its enactment by the Papago Council.
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MOVED:

SECOND:

DATE:

DISTRI CTS RE PR ES ENTAT I V ES

SUBJECT:

RESOLUTI ON

or
d[[xMr(M #

# OF VOTES FOR

John Reno

Fllintf l pwi<

Anril 4 1984

Proposed Water Setti ement

Legislation Gila Bend & Sif 0idak

43-84

-

AGAINST VOTING ABS E NT

SIF OIDAK

105

I Ni ckl os Jose
(Al i ce Norri s )
E:l I iott Lewi s
{ Eugene F. Jose)

2

52.5

52.5

xi
I

xl
S ELLS

252

'I Andrew |\4. Patri c i o
( Nora Al varez )
Fred Stev en s
( uennr s LJose)

a.

117.5

117.5

X

SCHUK TOAK

103

1. Jo Ann Fra nc i sco
(Pri sci 11a G. Domingo)

2. Ramon Campi l1o, Jr.
( Joseph Juan )

(1 6

51 .5

X

SAN XAVIER

121

1.

2.

Carmel ita Matti as
()
John B. Narc ho
(Austin Nu nez )

60. 5

60. 5

X

x

BABOQUI VARI

203

I llonnoth China an
(Donald Harvey)

2. Joann Garci a
(Edward N. Ki sto )

101 .5

101 .5 X

GU ACHI

150

1. Angel o J. Joaquin, Sr.
( Jonas R. Robl es )
Fernando Joaqu i n
( Fred Adams. Jr. )

2.

75.0

75.0

X

PISINEMO

105

1. Johnson Jos e
( Frank Garcia)
Lamando Franci sco
( Chester Antone )

2. X

SAN LUCY

51

1.

2

John Reno
(Max P. Jose)
Al bert Gomez
( Jeanni e Morri s )

25.5

?5.5

X

GU VO

1.07

1. Virgi 1 Lewi s
(Henry F. Manuel )2. Cross Antone
(fern t. )dtcrdo)

5

5 x

Hi CKII^IAN

L22

1 Henry A. Ramon
(Pablo'Baptisto)
Delma Garci a
(Archie Pilone)

2.

61 .0

61 .0

X

CHUKUT KUK

l5d

1. Harri et Toro
(Lawrence Jose )
Rosemary Lopez
(Anita C. Cl ark )

a.

69. 0

69.0

TOTALS 1440 . 0 12L1 168.0 61 .0


