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RESOLUTION OF THE TOHONO OI ODHAI,I LEGISLATIVE COI'NCIL
( Supporting Enactnent of l.telcher Anendnent

No. 2124 to s.187 )

RES. NO. 222-B-A8

IIHEREAS, Senator }lelcher has proposed Amendnent No, 2LZ4 to
Senate BilI 187 in order to provide for the protection

and repatriation of Native American hunan skel-etaL

renains, grave goods and sacred artifacts and for the

establishrnent of the Native Anerican Museutr Clains

Connission to facilitate auch repatriation; and

}IHEREAS, Native Anericans were advised by a Menorandun of the

Assistant secretary for Fish and vflldlife and parks

dated April 22, 1988, that the Departnent of the
Interior asserts a clain that all archaeologlcal

collections, including human skeletal renains, grave

goods and sacred artifacts recovered pursuant to the
Antiquities Act of 1906 fron sites located on fndian
lands, are the property of the Departnent and that they
cannot be relinquished or repatriated for .rny purpose

other than continued preservation in departnentally
approved nuseuns,. and

WHEREAS, thls Council concurs i.n Senator ttelcherrs findings that
rralI Americans should be outraged that nuseuns have been

systenatlcally collecting the bones of their ancestors
and certain cerenonial artifactg as scientific curios,',
and that 'rcongress must take action to denonstrate basic
hunan respect to Native Anericans who want to retrieve
tbe renains and grave goods of their ancestors fron
nuseuln collections for a respectful burial, rl

Congressional Record, SEGZ, l,tay 25, 1999.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Tohono orodhan

Legislative council does hereby support enactnent by
Congress of the Melcher Anend[ent No. 2124 to Senate

Bill 187, and does urgently request the congress, and

particularly senators Deconcini and t{ccain and

Congressnen Udall, to do everything nlthin their power

to support enactnent thereof into law.
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RES. NO. 222-B-AA
( supporting-EiEdEnent of Melcher Anendnent
No. 2124 to 5,187 I
Page Te,o (2)

BE IT FURTHER RESoLVED that the chaiman and other appropriate

officers and agents of the Tohono orodhan Nation are

hereby authorized and directed to do everything

necessary and convenient to the purposes of this
resolution .

BE IT I"URTHER RESOLVED tbat the Tohono orodham Nation hereby

seeks the assistance of the National congress of

American Indians to support the passage of the I.{ELCITER

i\Ioendnent No . 2124 to s . 187 .

The foregolng Resolution was passed by the Tohono orodhall council
on the 6th. day of septenber , 1988 at a neeting at which a
quonrm EEE- present-TlEE--;Tote--6E 1, 539. s for; -0- against t
100.5 not voting; aDd 02 absent, pursuant to the powe-rs vested
in -Ehe council by SEEtion 1 (j) of Article vI of tbe
constitution of the Tohono orodhan Nation, adopted by the Tohono
orodham Nation on Jatruary 18, 1986, and approved by tbe Acting
Deputy Assistant Secretary - Indian Affairs (operations) on l'tarch
6, 1986, pursuant to section 15 of the Act of June 18, 1934 (48
stat. 984).

TOHONO O I ODHAI.I LEGISLATIVE COI'NCIL

ATTEST:

M retary

day of , BKY

sai.d Resolution was subnitted for approval
Nation on the

to the office of the

Article VII 'of the

oa

-a"nO{ , rg 88= , at. I *1ffisions of section' 5 o

q aar of
_-orZIocI; :{.u. ,

constltution and will becone effective upon
his failure to either approve or disapprove
subnittal .

his approval or upon
it iiithin 48 hours of

TOHONO O ' ODI'AM LEGTSLATIVE COI'NCIL
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t 1 DISAPPROVED )

of l,lelcher Anendrent
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EX0TED.ED 48 HOUfiI

1!oHO O O| ODHAT{ NATTON

to the Legtslatlve secretary on the ryd day of
, E ftr , aE (:ctb o'clock, * ,n.
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