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RESOLUTIOIiI OT THE IIOHONO O ' ODIIAII LBGISIATIVE COT'IICIL
( Authori z ing the Attorney ceneral to File a Law Suit to Prevent

Internrption of lfater DeLiveries to the San Lucy Fan)

RES. O. 9L-tI2
mIEREAS, in llay 1988, the Tohono O, odlran lfation purchased 2,910

acres of land in Pinal County (the rgan tucy Farri )

pursuant to the Gila Bend fndian Reservation Lands

Replacerent Act, public Ias 99-503 (the trActtr); and

IfIIEREAS ' the san tucy FarE reets the requirerents prescribed in the
Act for placing into trust replacerent lands purchased

rith settlerent funds dispersed to the llation under the
Act r and

IIIIERBAS, prior to llay 1988, the tfation requested that, ulpn
acquisition of the san Lucy Fam, the Secr€tary of
Interior place the lands in trust for the tlation, and

IIIIEREAS, Bureau of Indian Affairs ('nle,r1 and other officials
representing the Secretary have acknorledged in writing
and verbally that the San Lucy Fata constitutes lnrt of
tlre Nation's trust lands; and

I'HERBAS, an attorney for the secretary has confined in vriting
that the san Lucy Farr is trust land shich is exelpt fror
taxation, or assessrents in lieu of taxes, ilposed by the
Central Arizona Irrigation and Drainage District (tbe
nrrrigation Districti), a politicar subdivision of the
State; and

nHEREAS, the Tobono O'odhar Farning Authority (the rFan
Authorityi ) erroneousry paid assessrents in rieu of rear
property taxes i4rosed by the rrrigation District for 1988
and 1989 in the totaL anount of 955,401.12, and
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RES . llo. 9L-LL2
(Authorizing the Attorney General to File a Iar Suit to Prevent
Interruption of Water Deliveries to the San Lucy Farn)
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IIHERE AS, the Irrigation District has issued to the Farn Authority
an assessnent in lieu of real property taxes for 1990 in
the alount of 9218,541t and

ffIEREAS, tlre San Lucy Farn is lfation trust lands by operation of
Iau; and

IYIIERBAS, under the Act, the united states has the obligation to pay

all assessnents for 1989, 1999, 1990 and future years i
and

nHEREAs, by letters dated arch 2L, LggL, the [ation,s Attorney
ceneral infomed both the BIA and Irrigation District that
the United States was liable for palnent of sueh
assessnents, and deranded that the Untied States rerit
palnent inediately; and

tfrIBRE/tS, the BrA has requested a forral opinion fron the rnterior
Departrent, s Office of Solicitor concerning the trust
status of the San Lucy Farr and the United States,
lialtility for payrent of in lieu assesslents thereon; anal

*EEREAS, the Solicitorrs opinion is not expected to be corpleted
until April 17, L991, and

TI.ERE.S ' paynent of tlre first instalhent of the 1990 assessrent
is due on or before April- 8, 1991; and

rirnERE/AS, by retter to the xation's Attorney cenerar dated tiarch 29,
1991, the attorneys for the Irrigation District threatened
to ter:rinate water delivery to the San Lucy Fata if the
first instalhent of the assesslent is not paial by April
8, L99tr and
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TTIEREAS, an attorney with the rnterior solicitor,s office and the
llationrs Attorney ceneral have each sought fron the
Irrigation District an extension of the deadline for
palnent of the assesanent until April 19, 1991,. and

I|IIEREAS, to date the frrigation District has not responded, and

nHBRBiAS, cessation of eater delivery to the San tucy Farn rculd
have a devastating econolic ilpact on the Fara anal the
l{ation.

I{OI| , TIIEREFC'RE, BE IT RESOLVBD TTIAT:

1. Tlre Tohono o, odhaD legislative council hereby
authorizes the Attorney c€neral to take all necessary
legal actions, including initiation of a las suit on
behalf of the Tohono o rodhar ation in.federal court
or any other court or forur of cotpetent jurisdiction,
to (a) secure a detenination that the United States
is liable for palnent of the frrigation District,s
assessrents in lieu of taxes on the San Lusy Fartl for
1988, 1989, l99O and future years anct (b) prevent
intenrrption of uater deliveries to the san tucy Fan
for failure of the United States to pay such
assessrents.

2. The Attorney ceneral shall keep the Iegislative
San tucy District
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RES . t{O. 9I-Lr2
( Authori z ing the Attorney General to Fite a Ias Suit to Prevent
Interruption of lfater Deliveries to the San Lucy Fam)
Paqe (4)

The foregoing Resolution sas lrassed by the Tohono o, odhar Council
on the 4tb day of April . 1991 at a neeting at shich a quorun ras
present with a vote of L-6L7.O fori -O- against; -O- not voting t
1O7.O (09'l absent, pursuant to the powers vested in the Councilby Section lfdl of Articte VI & Section 1 of Article XVI and
Section 2 of Article XVII of the Constitution of the Tohono O, odhanlfation, adopted by the Tohono O, odha[ Nation on January 18, 1986,
and approved by the Acting Deputy Assistant Secretary - IndiariAffairs ( operationa ) on l{arch e, 7saa, pursuant to secltion 16 ofthe Act of June 18. 1934 ( S Stat. 98a).

said Resolution sas suhitted for approval to the.. office of thechaihT?n .of the Tohono-o,odhar xatioi-.on trre -:_ll1l__: li"TFl\ -.-r - --------: u lvrr t-utEll,tY , ,= , .re_41__, at lllil oGrock, ]p_.x.,pursuant to the provisioris of section 5 of arti..!r a vrr .rr +rr-sestion 5 0f Article vrl of the
S?:"::.f l:::"_:"1.:j^r_r1':9*erre-cti-ve"-p""-ni"-iJii",lii#"fi i
f-i:_ f :illr" to either approve or aisappro:v-e' ii. -rrifiiir" ii' h;;;t;subnittal.

r Z APpRovED on tlre y'/L auy ot
Iegislative chair:ran

, Lg'!....,-
] DISAPPROVED) at ,t :,,1"2 o'clock, f

ative Chairman

, I,esislativeriOil"*

ol{o q,oPrrN{ LEcrsraTrvE cplrllcrl,

1rOHOIfO O 'ODHAT| NATIOI{
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Returned to the Icgislative Secretary on tlre I r+h.\l day of
, le j_!_, at T.:J5 o'cIock, 7 .n.
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