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IIIIERB,AS ,

RESOLUIIo oF TIIE TOHoilO o'oDHN'l LEGISIATI\rE @ItlIcIL
( supports for the vigiala cererony and officials)

RES. llo. 9L-203

the officials of the traditional o'odhar vigida

cerelony lrave recently becore aware of a proposal b'y

the Nexican [ational Institute of Anthropologry and

History to establish an archeological zone in the

(luitovac area shich encrorpaases the sacred cerenonial

site of the vigida t and

the officials of the vigi<la are prirarily residents of

the Gu vo Distrist and have sought and received

resolutions of support fror the AI Ce:k Comunity and

the cu vo District respectively, and nory seek the sare

fror the lcgislative Council; and

the Tohono o'odhaD Icqislative council is given the

constitutional porer rto preserve and cultivate native

arts, crafts, and tradLtionsi of the o'odhar i and

the vigiara cereDony has grreat cultural, ancestral, and

religtious sigmificance for tlre o'dhan's survival as

a people as rell as that of tJre non-o 'odl n throughout

the rorld; and

the Iegislative Council supPorts the position of the

viqida officials that the enactrent of the proposal

sould jeopa.rdize the continuation of our sacred

cererony and enable further archaeologic,

environrental, econoric anal political exploitation of

the area bY tlre non-o'odhan i and

the I€gislative councit ras addressed by r. Guillerro

Espinoaa velasco, Direccion de Procuracion de Justicia

of the Instituto de acional Indegenista (IilI), on llay

nf,REAS,
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TIHEREAS,

IIHERE,AS,

16, 1991 at which he assured tlre Tohono o'dhar lfation

direct access to the President of l{exico and his staff
and also stated the tlexican President's position on

preservirrg the aacred sites of the indigenous peoples

in Hexico, including the o'odhaDi and

the t egislatLve council supports and endorses the

requests of the vigida officials in having direct
conunication sith the E€sident of llexico, carlos

salinas de cortari, to express their concerns to
preEerve th€ vigiala cereronial site; to gain the

tlexican gtovernnent ' s assurance that the site will
rerain aecessible to the o'Odhar in perpetuity t that

the llexican governrent and its appropriate agencies

assist in seelcing the return of any and all hulan and

[anlrlal relain6, artifacts, and otber laterial having

sigmificance to the sacred site tbat have been taken

fror the (lultovac areai and that the tierican goverment

notLfy the Border Patrolr/Inigration and other lar
enforcereJrt agencies to al-lfl crossing by the cereLony

partlcipants fr€e fror any sort of harassreltt t and

the I€gislative Council authori zes the official-s of the

tfation and naDely officials of the vigida, AltGEIo

AI:rIA, FIOyD FIORES, and AllfllolfY FIORBS t to travel to
xexico to conunicate directly rith the Preaident of
l,trexico , Carlos SaL inas de Gortari .

otf , tltEREFioRE, BB IT RBtpLvBD ry the Tohono o'odhan Legislative

council that it supports, endortes. and authorizes the
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9r-203
for the Vigida Cererony and officials)

folloring concerning the vigida, the sacred cereronial

site, and the gnsition of ttre vigida officials:
1. The Legislative council supports the vigida

officials' position that enactrent of the propoaal

by the llexican lfational hstitute of Nrthropology

anal History to estalrl,ish an arcb€ologtical zone in
the Quitovac area rhich encorpa.sses the Vigida

sac.red cerelonial site rcu].d jeognrdize the

continuation of our sacred cererony and enable

further archaeologtic, environtental, econoric and

political exploitatlon of the area by the non-

o'odhaD.

2. fire t€gislative council supports and endorses the

request of vigiifa officials in having direct
cotnunication sith the ltresident of llexico, carlos

Salinas de Gortari, to express their concerrrs to
pr€serve the Vigida cerenonial sit€; to gain the

Iexican governrent'B assurance tJrat the site siU
relain accessible to the o,odhar in perpetuity t that
the U€xican governrent and its approprlate agencies

assist in seeking the return of any and all huran

and renlrl relains, artifacts, and other raterial
having sigmificance to the sacred site that have

been taken fror the Quitovac area i and that tle
llexican governlent notify the Border

Patrol-,/Inigrration anal other las enforcenent

agencies to allos crossing by the cereLony
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( support for the vigida cerelony and officials)
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particilnnts into and fror llexico free fro! any sort

of haraserent.

3. Itre Legislative counci I authorizes the officials of

the Lation and narely officials of the Vigida '
A||GEIO llAlEfLA, FIOYD EIITRBS, and Atf.ntolfI rII)RBS t to
travel to tlexico to comrnlcate clirectly rith the

President of exico, carlos salinaa de Gortari.

4. Ilrat a INrdget be developed and euhlttecl for
Iegtislative Council approval.

I'he foregoinq Reaolution ras lta6sed bY the Tohono o'odhar council
on tbe 23rd. day of l|ay - 1991 at a leetLng at rhich a iluorur eas
pres€nt sLth a vote of L.182.o fort 117.0 againgt; 125r.0 not
voting; 04 abaent, pursuant to the lxrers vested in the council
by section r. fbl . fcl(8r f (dl(2). of Articl.e vI of the
constitution of tbe Tohono o'odhat xation, adopted by the Tohono
o, odhan tfation on Januarlt 18, 1986, and approved by the Acting
Deputy Asslstant siecretary - Indian Affairs ( operations ) on xarch
6, Lg86, purauant to ftectl-on 16 of the Act of June 18, 1934 (48
stat. 984).

^,'lA l\\ 
^')4" orry ot li\Sq , 1e q[

I

Said Reaolutl-on sas suhitted for approval to the office of tlre
chairran of the Tohono O'odlral [ation on the .tLl*! day of

M,q , !9_4 _, at . _ lllzc'- o'clock, -A-.11.,pursuant to the provisions of section 5 of Article wI of the
Conetitution and rill becore effective upon his approval or upon
his failure to either approve or disapprove it rithin 48 hours of
suhittal.

, I€gislative Chairran

, Iegislative secretary
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tt4 nt d-
on the .47- Clay of , L91lAPPRoVED )

DISAPPROVED) at 2.,>-/ o'clock, p

$oEoilo o, oDItN{

to the Legislative secretary on the d{q day of

, tg_2_/_, at d 
"5=6

o'clock, --9-.".

I,EGISIATIVE qOI'ITCIL

Teresa lI. cho a
Legislative secret
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