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RESOLUTION OF T'HE TOHONO O'ODHAM LEGISIATIVE COUNCIL
(NCN Support of Starement on Elisibilitl)

RES. NO. 92412

WHEREAS, eligibihry b receive semices provideil by the federal, state, and

county governments has been a lang snniling issue lor all

Indians. Members of the Tohono O'odhan Natian, fuIl blooded

O'odharn, have had services denied them because the regulations

made them ineligible; and

WHEREAS, elisibility for health semices has always been based on

membership to a tribe, The ilebute and discussion surrounding

this issue stems from the objecfive view oJ some trtbes thst some

Indinns are not Inilians simply because of the blood quantum

which ihey possess, usually when the blood quantum is less than

one-quartery anil

WHEREAS, the Tohono O'odhqrn Nuian has a one-half blootl quentum

requirement tor membership or if they are direct descendants oJ

O'odham on the original rolls; and

WHEREA$ other tribes have similar requirements tor membership and still

others base their requirementfor membership on descendence anil

no blood quantum requirement; and

WHEREA$ sovereignS of tribes is important to msintain anil reinforce. The

relationship of Inilian Tribes with the federal and state

governments is thal oJ government-to-government. Tribes as
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RESOLATION NO.92412
(NCIJ Support of Sntement on Eligibilitt)
Page 2 of 6

sovereign nations iletermine its members and have other rights by

virtue of their stqtus as a sovereign nalions. If a tribe wishes to

set its criteri.afor membership at 1007o blooil quantum, 50/o, 257o

or on descendence; then it's their choice, their determination; and

WHEREAS, in the allocalion of funils for the benefit of Indians because oJ

their status as Inilians, the federal government must use

population and other factors to iletermine the level of allocffiion

for each area, semice unit and, indirectly, for each tibe; and

WHEREAS, notwithstaniling the fact thal tibes have determined their

members, by some crileria, we propose that for resource

distribution that it be based on an "equitable/equality" formula.

A distribution of resources that is not only equitable but equal.

Wiih the equality Jactor to be based on blood quantum. A blood

qua.ntum of one-quarter Indian blood; and

WHEREAS, equal distribution of funds to Inilians woulil be determined by

defining an Indiun (N one with one-quar"ter blootl quantum.

Based on the rolls of the tribe, those Indians with less than one-

quarter blood quantum would be grouped to equal one-quarter,

equalling one Indian. Thus if there are two Indians al one-eighth

blood quantum, these two put together would equal one Inilian;
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for resource distribution purposes. Therefore, the funils would be

distributed to Inilians of at least one-quarter blood quantum; and

WHEREA$ this proposal does not affect the sovereign rtgfu of a tribe to

determine ils members, it only adilresses the distribution otfunds

to Inilians. Anil that Indians, in this cuse would be defined as

Indians of one-quarter blood quanfiun. With limited resources,

WHEREAS,

this proposal defines who the dollars are seming, the

beneficiaries; and

there will continue to be a need to address the people who have

traditionally tallen into the local definition and acceptance oJ an

individual as an Indian. One who has odopted to the way of ffi
and language of the tribe but may have lifrIe Indian blood

quantum to be classified as an eligible person based on the

proposed fonnula. But hopefully, they would be semed by the

local tribe and semice unil based on the herttuge he possesses; and

critics, both Indian and non-Indian, seek a resolution to this

problem. There is no easy &nswer to this question. The gool oJ

our proposal is simply suggest a possible solution to the problem.

An afrempt to define a group of beneficiaries thol justifies the

existence of agencies who seme the Indians; Indian Health Semice

WHEREAS,
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(NCAI Support of Staement on Eligibiliu)
Page 4 of 6

and the Bureur of Inilian AIIain; aruI

WHEREAS, in years ta come the Indian may disappear because of

miscegenalion, but the progrwns established to sene ihe Indians

will also disappear. Other facnrs such as a naional health

insurance plan may solve this problem for us, in the ,nean time,

we need ta address and come ta some consensus of an eqaitable

but equol distributian of funils.

NOW, T'HEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED thal the Tohono O'odhan Nation

submils ihe "equitable but equal" formulu os a possible solution

ta address tlu distribution of heolthfunds to Indian beneficiaries.

BB IT FARTHER RESOLVED ihat the Tohono O'odharn Nolion requests the

support of all Indian Nations N the 49th annual convention of

the National Congress of American Indians on the "equitable but

equalt'formula.

The foregoing Resolution was passeil by the Tohono O'Oilhan l*gislative
Council on the 29TII day oJ September, 1992 at a meeting at which a quorurn
waspresentwithavoteof 1.610.0 FoR; -0- AGAINST; -0- NOTVOTING;
arul 114.0 [081 ABSENT, pursuant to the powers vesteil in the Council by
Section 1ft)(2) of Article VI of the Constitution of the Tohono O'Odhwn Natinn,
adopted by the Tohono O'Odham Natian on January 18, 1986; a.nd approved by
the Acting Deputy Assistant Secretar! - Indian Affairs (Operffiions) on March 6,
1986, punuant to Section 16 of the Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 984).



I
2

3

4

o

6

I

8

I
10

1l

t2

13

t4

15

16

t7

18

19

20

2l

n,

23

24

25

26

27

28

RESOLUTION NO, 92412
(NCAI Support of Statement on Eligibiliu)
Page 5 of 6

TOHONO O'ODHAM LEGISIA,TIVE COANCIL

ATTEST:

3b*h'aoy,; ojtdo,\hn , u9?.

Soid Resolution was sabmitted for approyal to the office of the Chairman of the
Tohono O'Oilham Naion on the 3oU day of ,4"?&-. lo'u , 192, at

3 '. t/1 o'clock, Q .M., pursuant to ihe frovisions of Sectian 5 of
Article VII of the Constitution and wiU become elfective upon his approval or
upon his failure to either approve or ilisapprove it within 48 houn of submittal.

TOHONO O'ODHAM IEGISIATIVE COANCIL

ryI APPROVED on the // d,ay oI 4/{"- . Ie?2-

2. fi- o'clock, F .u.

'aoyof f.rrrt-r' .D3-L

Ann Antone, I*gklalive Chairwoman

I4SIAH MOORE, Chairman
'OHONO O'ODHAM NATION

[ ] DTSAPPROWD)
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D qL 
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IovEDs coUNcILl{AN ALEX RMON

SECOND:@

DATE: SEPTEUaER 29. 1992

RESOLUTION NO. 92-412

SUBJECT3 NCAI SUPPORT OF STATEMENT OF ALIGIBILTTY

CHUKUT

GU

sAll

BABOQUIVARI
229.O

HI
L2

PIS
119

SAN
t27

SCHUK
107.0

SELLS
310.0

SIF
158

ISTRICTS REPRESENTATIVES OF VOTES FOR AGAINST
NOT

VOTINE ABSENT

ITUKUT KUK 1. Kenneth willlams
53. O (Harriet Toro)

2. Alberta M. Lopez
(Berdella JoEe)

81.s

81. 5

I

x

x

cKIllAN 1. Lloyd Francisco
5.0 (Billy c. uanuel)

2 . l,lanuel. osequeda, Jr.
( )

oz.a x

x

x

u vo 1. Hichael Flores
14. O

2. Emilio LerdiB
(Anthony Flores )

57.0

57. O

x

x

A!| Lucf 1 . Albert l.Ianuel, Jr.
06.0 (I.{ax P..toge)

2. John Reno
()

53. O

x

x x

ISINEI.{O 1. Johnson JoEe
1e.0 ( )2. Chester Antone

( Fernando Valentine )

5t. t

x

I

U ACHI 1. Alex Ramon
66. O (Fernando Joaquin)

2. willard Anita
()

s3.0

83.0

I

x I

IQUMRI 1. Earl A. Francisco
.0 (Kenneth Chico, Sr. )

2. FranceE ltiguel
{)

t 14.5

114. 5

x

x

N XAVfER 1. .toanne C. Preston
7.O (carmelita Mattias )2. Eugene EniE, sr.

(Uichael R. Rlos )

o5.5 x

x

CHUK ToAx 1. ,toAnn FranciEco
07.0 (David Valenzuela Sr. )2. Frances Franciaco

( JoEeph Juan)

x

x

ELLS 1. Jogeph T. Joaquln
10.0 (Laffy Garcla)

2. Andrew Patricio
(LucilLe Encinag )

155. O

155. O

x

x x

IF OfDN( 1. ltary Ann Antone
58.0 (Nina Jose)

2. tlillard Juan, sr.
(Delbert ThomaE )

79.O

79.O

x

x

x

TOTAL L,724.O 1, 610. 0 -0- -o- 114.0 [ 081

**PASSED VOTES


