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R6UI]IIO{ G'TIIE TUU\O OOIIAM I,MilSIAIWE U]NCIL
(0pposing the transfer of Bureau of Indian Affairs Law Enforcement/

Tribal Court Functions to Department of Justiee)

WHEREAS,

RES0ttnION N0. 96420

a meeting was held between Attorney General, Janet Reno and

Secretary of Interior, Bruce Babbitt regarding the proposed transfer

of Bureau of Indian Affairs law Enforcement/Tribal Court Functions

to Department of Justice; and

both Attorney General, Janet Reno and Secretary of Interior, Bruee

Babbitt agreed that such a transfer should oceur only if the tribes

want it; and

Herbert A. Becker, Director of the 0ffice of Tribal Justiee in the

Department of Justice, on June 28, 1996, has requested for positions

from tribes; and

the Tribal Cour* of the Tohono 0'odham Nation is concerned that

such transfer is only another significant step in the gradual and

systematic disassembly of the Bureau of Infian Affairs; and

with the continued weakening and later abolition of the Bureau of

Indian Affairs, the United States governmental acknowledgement of

the obligations entailed in the trust responsibility to tribes will



I
,

3

4

)

6

a

8

I
t0

ll
12

r3

t4

l5

l6

t7

r8

t9

20

2l
,,

23

24

25

26

27

28

0N N0. %420
0pposing the transfer of Bureau of Indian Affairs Law Enforcement/

ibal Court Funetions to Department of Justice)

age2of4

become more obscure and thus easier to treat with further

inattention and neglect; and

it is our belief that the Department of Justiee is ill equipped to

forward the United States eommitment to its trust responsibility and

government-to-government relationship with tribes; and

the tribe would risk a stripping of their sovereign powers should

they subject their programs to transfer to the Department of Justice;

and

the Civil Rights Division and Criminal Division of the Department of

Justice have sought to undermine important legislation and case law

supporting tribal sovereign immunity and have actively supported

efforts to limit tribal jurisdietion; and

the Tribal Courts of the Tohono O'odham Nation has taken the

position to oppose the transfer as it would not be in the Nationrs

best interest.

W, THEREF0RE, BE IT RBSOwED by the Legislative Couneil of the Tohono

0'odham Nation that it supports the position submitted by the Tribal
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Courts (Judicial Branch) of the Tohono 0'odham Nation.

IT FURTHER RBS0wED that transfer of Bureau of Indian Affairs Law

Enforcement/Tribal Court Functions to l)epartment of Jwtice be

opposed, with the approval and support of the Legislative Council of

the Tohono 0'odham Nation.

foregoing Resolution was passed by the Tohono 0'0dham Couneil on the

day of SEPTHI{BER, L996 at a meeting at whieh a quorum was present

a vote 1.876.0 FOR; -0- AGAINST; -0- NOT VOIING; and [04] ABSENT,

to the powers vested in the Council by futicle VI, Section f0 & (l), of
Constitution of the Tohono 0'0dham Nation, adopted by the Tohono

O'Odham Nation on tanuary lB, 1986; and approved by the Aeting Deputy

Seeretary - Indian Affairs (0perations) on Mareh 6, 19860 pursuant to
16 of the Act of June lB, 1934 (48 Stat. 984).

TOHONO O'ODHAM IfiGISI-,ATTVE COTINflt

f^\ ,--7AJ- / ./ /-- /Z-
Dennis Ramon, Legislative Chairman

J-7'oary of J-1fu'.. ,tgzL

rances Antone.

/24^y oI .9-a;.2-, , igZ
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| /3 o'cllock, f-.ltL, pursuant to the provisions of Seetion 5 of futiele YII of
Constitution and will become effective upon his approval or upon his failure

either approve or disapprove it within 48 hours of submittal.

TOHONO O'ODHAM I,EGISLATIVE COIJNflL

rid Resolution was submitted for approval to the offiee of the Chairman of the
ohono O'Odham Nation on the /i7! day of J-irt. ,l9-2t- at

APPROVEI) , t" f.E{^,,r
I DTSAPPROVED

Returned to the Legislative Seeretary on th" / ?Wd^y of

ts_?,6_, ut

aL 72 /2 o'elock, /L .W.

TOHONO O'ODHAM NATION

Frances Antone, Legislative Secretary

3;DQ o'elock, P .PY1.
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