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R6UI/IIO.{ G' TITE TUil\O OCI)IIAM IMISIAIIVE U]NCXL
(Approving Extension of Attorney Contract for Meadowood Ranch and

Related Legal Matters; Appropriation of Funds for Contraet)

RDSOTUTION N0. e6-s32

WHEREAS, there is pending before the Arizona United States District Court a

consolidated civil aetion related to the Nation's legal claims arising

out of the Meadowood Ranch transactions and associated matters:

Tohono 0'odham Nation v. Dutari. et al., CIV 94-541-TUC-RMB (D.

Ariz.) (the "Arizona Federal Lawsuit"); and

WHEREAS, there is penfing before the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals an appeal

filed by the Nation challenging certain rulings by the Court in the

Arizona Federal l,awsuit (the "Federal Appeal"); and

WIIERDAS, a judgment has been entered against the Nation in a civil aetion in

Texas state court arising out of an alleged hay contract between

Gary Whitaker and Meadowood Ranch, Inc., captioned Whitaker v.

Tohono 0'odham Nation and f,arl Bristow, No. 37168 (Dist. Ct.

Anderson County) (the "Texas State [,awsuit"); and

WHERXAS, there is pending before the Texas United States Distriet Court a civil

action filed by the Nation against Gary Whitaker and the presiding

judge in the Texas State Lawsuit whieh seeks (l) a declaration that



I
2

3

4

)

6

|7

I
9

10

It
t2

l3

t4

l5
t6

t7

l8
19

20

2l
,t

23

24

2S

26

.,n

2A

RESOTUTION NO. 96-532

Approving Extension of Attorney Contraet for Meadowood Ranch and
Related Legal Matters; Appropriation of Funds for Contraet)
Page 2 of 7

WIIEREAS.

WHEREAS.

the judgment entered against the Nation is void on grounds of

sovereign immunity and (2) an injunetion against the defendants

prohibiting enforeement of the judgment: Tohono O'odham Nation

v. Whitaker and Calhoon, CN 6-96-CV-407 (8.D. Texas) (the "Texas

Federal Lawsuit"); and

by Resolution 94-179, the Legislative Council (l) appropriated the

sum of $400,000 for attorneys' fees and expenses incurred in these

proeeedings through September 30, 1995, which was subsequently

deposited in the Meadowood Litigation Account (0f-10f9-Bf0), and (2)

approved a related Attorney Contract with a private law firm

engaged to assist the Attorney General in representing the Nation in

sueh proceedings; and

by Resolution 95-405, the Legislative Couneil (l) appropriated the

remaining balance of the Meadowood Litigation Account for

expenditure through September 30, 1996 for attorneys' fees and

expenses in such proceedings and (2) approved an extension of the

Attorney Contraet through September 30, 1996; and
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WIIEREAS, the Nation requires continued representation during fiscal year 199?

to protect its interests in the Arizona Federal Lawsuit, the Federal

Appeal and the Texas Federal lawsuit (collectively the "Meadowood

Litigation"); and

WI{EREAS, an additional appropriation of $300,000 to the Meadowood Litigation

Aecount and an extension of the Attorney Contract have been

requested for sueh purposes, as set forth in the funding request and

justification attached hereto; and

WHEREAS, the Attorney Contraet is with the law firm of Raven Kirschner &

Norell; and

WIIEREAS, L. Anthony Fines and Lane D. Oden are the two attorneys in the

firm who have performed nearly all of the legal work in the

Meadowood Litigation (with association of Jackson & Walker for the

Texas lawsuits); and

WHEREAS, Mr. Fines and Mr. 0den are leaving Raven, Kirschner & Norell to

form their own law firm effective Deeember l. 1996; and
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WHEREAS, the Attorney General has reeommended that the firm of Fines &

0den be authorized to assume the Attorney Contraet as of December

I, 1996; and

WIIEREAS, Amendment No. 2 to the Attorney Contract provides for such

assignment and assumption of the Attorney Contract; and

WHEREA$ the Budget & Finance Committee recommends approval by the

Legislative Council of the requested appropriation in the amount of

$300,000; and

WHERBAS, the Domestie Affairs Committee recommends approval by the

Legislative Council of Amendment No. 2 to the Attorney Contraet.

NOU THEREFORI, BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

l. The Tohono 0'odham Legislative Council hereby approves

Amendment No.2 to the Attorney Contraet with the law firm

of Raven, Kirschner & Norell, in the form attached hereto,

which extends the term of the Contract through September

30, 1997 and authorizes the assumption of sueh Contract hy
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the law firm of Fines & 0den on December l, 1996.

2. The Legislative Council further appropriates the unexpended

balance of the Meadowood Litigation Account and the

additional amount of $300"000 from the General Revenue

Aecount to pay the fees and expenses under the Attorney

Contract for August 1996, September 1996 and Fiscal Year

1997.

3. The Chairman of the Nation is authorized and directed to

exeeute Amendment No. 2 to the Attorney Contract.

The foregoing Resolution was passed by the Tohono O'Odham Council on the
7TH. day of N0VEMBf,R, 1996 at a meeting at which a quorum was present with
a vote of 1.637.0 FOR; -0- AGAINST; 134.0 NOT VOTING; and 105.0 [06] ABSENT,

pursuant to the powers vested in the Council by Article VI, Section 2(a), of the
Constitution of the Tohono 0'Odham Nation, adopted by the Tohono 0'0dham
Nation on January lB, 1986; and approved by the Acting Deputy Assistant

Secretary - Indian Affairs (Operations) on March 6, 1986, pursuant to Seetion 16

of the Act of June lB, 1934 (48 Stat. 984).

TOHONO O'ODHAtr{ IJGISI/ITIVE COUNflt

Dennis Ramon, Legislative Chairman
Ajla^y ot 4.-L -

" 
t9_1-L
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Frances Antoneo Legislative Secretary

2ta^r@,D9*
Said Resolution was submitted for approval to the office of the Chairman of the
Tohono 0'0dham Nation on the {e day of //ZarJ-.- ,l9-!L- at
+:(g o'elock, 2-.M., pursuant to the provisions of Seetion 5 of Article VII of
the Constitution and will beeome effective upon his approval or upon his failure
to either approve or disapprove it within 48 hours of submittal.

TOHONO O'ODHAM IJGISI/ITIVE COTINCII

x APPR0VED on the 4 day of V'a*e"-r4-t-t ' .19 9 L

[ ] DTSaPPROVEn at 7."r2.2 o'clock, _*-_.m.

Dennis Ramon, Legislative Chairman

IIDWARD tr MANLTEL Chairman

TOHONO O'ODHAM NATION
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Approving Extension of Attorney Contraet for Meadowood Ranch and
Legal Matters: Appropriation of Funds for Contract)

Returned to the Legislative Secretary on the /J(4y oI

, l9_7L_, at / .'*'7 o'clock, P .W.

Frances Antoneo Legislative Secretary
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ffi'clDAI( l. MARYAI.TNANTONE

160.0 ,. sl'"^ffm*
0vtaxirE flonis)

80.0

$.0

x

x

SFTTS 1. JGEI{IT. JOAQUIN

7l4O (A[€nW. Garcia, Jr.)
2. LUCIIIE ENCINAS

(g/tt[ia Chico)

t57.O
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x

x

x

SCE]KIOAI( 1. KENNEIII J. ANTONE

1t1 0 ( )
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r28.5
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x
GU ACIII 1. WILIARD ANITA

tft O (-oris Jolnton)
2. ALE( J- RAMOI{

(lvlarian Johrstrr)
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x

x x
I|$INE\/D 1. rOlrNsoNJGE

I ?S O Goseleen AfcrE)
2. BARBARA SALVICXO

()

67.5

67.5

x

x
SAI{IUCY 1. ALBERT}I4ANLEI.JR

1n50 ( )
2. JOIIN RENO

(I&y HoffirBn)

9.5
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x

x
GIIVO l. GI-CIRIA MOI{IANII

rA'o t. h**,&
C-aIIylvffilB)

67.0

67.0

x

x

x

IIICKIWAI.I 1. LIoYD FRANcIsco

142'0 z. !-u<lcB)
( )

7t.0

71.0

X

x
(IilI(UTXIJK 1. KENNETII MLIIAIVXS

la'o 
z. levncenrre )

(Marvin lbqrEs )

91.5

91.5

x

x
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