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WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

RESOLUIION OF THE TOHONO O'ODHAM I,EGISLATIVE COUNCII,
(Adopttng May 2012llrnendments to 5 Tohono O'odham Code Chapter I' Courts

and Procedures)

RESOLUTTON NO. 12-169

the C,onstitutlon ofthe Tohono O'odhamNation veststheTohono O'odham Legislatlve

Councllwith thepowerto appolntand removeiudges' protect and promote indlvldual

rights, and to enact laws providlng for the adminlstration ofiustice and other aspects

ofthe Natlon's iustice system (Constltution, Article III' llrticle V, Sectlon 1, Article VI,

Section I and Article VIU); and

in D€cember 200t, the llegislative Council repealed the Nation's outdated and

conllictlng court laws and enacted 6 Tohono o'odham Code Chapter I' courts and

Procedures, which addresses theiurlsdiction ofthe Natlon's courts, quallflcations and

appolntment ofiudges, the protection andpromotlon ofindividual rights' publicatton

of court opi.nions and rules, and other matters pedaining to the Judicial Branch

(Resolution No. Ot-7O4, veto overridden by Resolution No. 0t-713); and

on December 30, 2008, the fudicial Branch liled a petitlon for lniunctivc and

declaratory reliel In Re: Petifron oftheladiclal Branci, Case No, 200t-02E3Av aU€ging

that live provlslons of the Courts and Procedures law were unconstitutional; and

inMay20ll the trial court ruled thatsome ofth€ contested provisions ofthe law were

constltutional but that others were unconstitutional, and an appeal ofthe trial court's

ruling is now pending; and

the Legislatiye Council continues to exercise its legislatlve power to clarlfy and anend

the Nation's laws (Resolution No. ll-4t9, amending Courts and Procedures section

l2O9): and

the Judiciary Comrnittee accordlngly recommends thatthe Leglslative Council amend

6 Tohono O'odham code Chapter I, l[ accordance with the May 2012 Courts and

Procedures amendments, which are incorporated by this reference.

NOW, TIIEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVGD that the Tohono o'odham Legislative Council hereby adopts

the May 2012 Courts and Procedtrres amendments.

The foregoing Resolutionwas passed bythe Tohono o'odham Legislatlve Councll on the !!A Day
ofMAY,2ol2 ata meetlng atwhich a qnorum was present with a vote of2,43t.60 FOR;:0:AGIUNST;
-0-NOT VOTING; and342.0I05l IiBSENT, pursuantto the powers yest€d inthe CouncllbyArticle III;
Articlc V, Section li llrticle VI, Section 1; and ltrticle VIU of th€ Constitutlon of the Tohono
O'odham Nation, adopted by the Tohono o'odham Nation on January lt, l9t6; and approyed by
the Acting Deprty Assistant secretary - Indlan Alfairs (operatlons) on March 6, 19E6, purstrantto

l5 ofthe Act offun€ 18, 1934 (4t Stat. 9t4).
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/J
Evonne wilson, Legislative secretary

day of ,2012.

prrsuanttothe provisions ofSection 5 of

Said Resoltrtion wasrs-yrbmitted for apIa'
Nation on the / ) dav of

the oflice ofthe chalnqan ofthe Tohono o'gdham
2or2 at ?;o I o'clock, /f .u.,

upon his approval or upon his faihre to
submittal,

either approve or disapprove it within 4t hours of

b,r( *pnovno

I I DISAPPROVED

Returned to the Legislative Secretary on the l7 day of

A. ^
zorz, ut fl .l1 o'crocn, A- .u.

ONO O'ODHAM LECISLATIVE COUNCIL

oNo

NED NORRIS,IR.,
TOHONO O'OI'HAM NATION

Evonne Wilson, Legislative Secretary


