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RESOTUTION OF THE TOHONO O'ODHAM LEGISIATIVE COUNCII,
(Appointing Nation's Negotiating Team for a Comprehensive Water Rights Settlement)

RESOLUTION NO. 12-450

WHEREIIS' the Constitution of the Tohono O'odham Nation provides that "[alll waters which

originate in or flow in, into or through the Tohono O'odham Nation, or which are

storedinthe lohono O'odham Nation, whetherfoundon the surface orunderground,

are a valuable public resource of the Tohono O'odham Nation" and v€sts the

Legislatlve Council with "control and management of these waters" (Constitution,

Itrticle XVU, Sectlons I and 2); and

WHERf,AS, the Constitution ofthe Tohono o'odham Nation fnrther vests the Legislative Conncll

with the authority to "consultwiththe Congress ofthe United States and appropriate

federal agencles regarding federal activities that atrect the Tohono O'odhamNatlon.

. ."(Constitution, Article VI, Section l(i)); and

WIIEREAS, since l99il the Tohono O'odham Nation has sought the appointment of a federal

negotiating team to negotiate a settlement to the Nation's sif oidak water clalms

(Resolution No. 94-014); and

WHEREAS, in 1998 the Department of the Int€rior appointed a Federal Assessment Working

Group to determine whether establishment of a Federal Negotiating Team was

warranted; and

byResolution No.99-2tt4, the Nation established the Nation's Negotiating T€am forthe

Sif Oidak water claims, conslsting of the water Resources committee of the

Legislative Council, the Chairman ofthe Nation, and a representative and alternate

from the Sif Oidak Districti and

WHEREAS, in 2008 the Water Resources Committee met with r€presentatives of districts within

the Glla River Adiudication boundary, namely Sif oidak, Gu Achi, Schnk loak,

Hicklwan, Sells, and Gtr vo Districts, to discuss how to proceed with negotiating the Sif

Oidak water clalms; and

WHEREAS, by Resolution No.09-095, the Nationapproved a settlement proposal for the Sifoidak

Water Clalnswhichwas submitted to Secretary ofthe Interior K€n Salazar onApril S,

2009, and also agreed that the sif Oidak water Clains wonld be delined as clairns

arising from the Nation'slands andwaters withln Sif OidakDtstrlctalone' and thatSif

OldakDtstrictbe represent€d on the Nation's negotiating team fortheSifOidakWater

Clairns; and

by letter datedluly 6,2011, the Departm€nt ofthe Interior informed the Natlon tiat,
ln accordance with the Natlon's numerous requests, the Department ofthe Int€rior
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RESOIUTION NO. 12-460
(Afrpointing Nation's Negotiatint leam for a Comprehensive Watcr Rights Settlement)
Page 2 of 4

would appolnt a F€deral Indian Water Rights Negotiating Team to assist in settling the

Natlon's n'ater rights claims, onthe conditionthatthe negotiatlon is a comprehensive

negotlation ofthe Nation's remainlng water rights claims in the State ofArlzona; and

WHERf,AS, such a comprehensive negotiation would inclnde lands ofthe Natlon whose surface

waters flow lnto Mexico rather than lnto the Cila River basln, and could potentially

involve claims agahst the Unlted States r€lat€d to groundwater pumping in Mexico

close to the Nation's boundary; and

WHEREAS, by letter dated Argust ll,2011, the Nation expressed its concerns to the Department

ofthe Interlor about expanding the negotiation process to include clairns arising from

all lands of the Nation except for eastern Schuk Toak and San Xavier Distrlcts whose

claims were s€ttled in the SAWRSA am€nded settlement of 2004, the prirnary concern

beingthe delay that would resrltfrom involving ten districts ratherthan one dlstrict

i.n the negotlation process; and

WHEREIIS, ln a meeting on November 29,2011, the Nation's negotiating team and the Federal

negotlating team agre€d that lssues lnvolving groundwater pumplng ln Mexico or

surface waters llowing into and from Mexico would be excluded from the current

negotiation, and that isstres involving the original Sif Oidak Water claims could be

negotiated and resolved while issues involying water resources ofthe Nation wlthin

the rernaining nine districts were beitrg researched and discussedi and

the Natlon's comprehenslve water settlement negotiation must be concluded as

quickly as possible because other Arizona lndian trib€s are also negotiating for a

limited alnount of CAP water and limited federal funds available for Arizona Indian

water setuements under the provisions ofthe Arizona Water Settlements Act; and

the Legislative Water Resourccs Committee and Nation's Chairperson have been

authorized by Resolution No.l2-o3Oto negotiate contracts or other agreements for the

Nation's SAWRSA CllP water; and

WIIEREIIS, thewater Resources Committee recommendsthatthe comprehensive settlementfor

the Natlon's water resources, as proposed by the Dcpartment ofth€ Interior, should

be negotiat€d on the Nation's behalfby the Legislative Water Resources Commlttee

and the Nation's Chairperson or, in the Chairperson's absence, the Natlon's Vice-

chairperson.
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Tohono O'odham Legislative Council appolnts the

Leglslative Water Resources Comrnittee and the Nation's Chairperson or, in the

Chairperson's absence, the Nation's vice-Chairperson as the Nation's negotlating

team for a comprehensive water claims settlement; provlded that the negotiating

team appoiDted by this resolution shall r€place the sif oidak negotlating team

established by Resolution No, 99-244 and allirmed by Resolution No. 09-095,

BE IT FINAILY RESOLVED that the Nation's negotiating teamis directed to commnnicate at least

twice a year with the dtstricts of th€ Nation alfected by the comprehensiye water

clalms settlement to provid€ updates and scek comrnents about the settlement

Broc€ss.

Theforegoing Resolution was passedbyth€ Tohono O'odham Legislatiye council on the fl Day
ofNOVEMBER. 2012 at a nrcetiDg at which a qtrorum was present with a vot€ of 1i!2q55 FOR;
854.05AG/UNST; -0-NOT VOTING; andl0ll ABSENT, pursrant to the powers vested in the Councllby
Itrticle XVII ofthe Constitutior ofthe Tohono O'odham Nation, adopted by the Tohono O'odham
Nation ontanuary 18, 1986; and approvedbytheActing DeptrtyAssistant Secretary- Indian lLlfairs
(Operatlons) on March 6, 19t6, purstrant to Section 16 ofthe Act oflune 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 9t4).

Evonne Wilson, Legislative Secretary

QI ---:'4
anyor )l/l€nh.. ,zorz.

said Resolutlon wFsFrbmitted foralp44pfltgthe ofnce ofthe chairman ofthe Tohono o'odham
n.u"- "" tt.e +L : . dat- 

"t -!JJI!AXA.-, :!:l-::-J4L-:':t1:-14*:ptrrsrantto the frovisions ofsection 5 ofArticle VII ofthe Constltution and will become iffective
upon hls approval or upon his failure to either approve or dlsapprove it wlthln 4t hours of
submittal.
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Returned to th€ Legislative secretary onthe 2Q day of

Tru, '',, ,ror",o, ltiit o'crock, / .u,

Evonne Wilson, Leglslative Secretary

PTaoIa

lyl APPROVED

I I DISAPPROVED

o,.tn fb aur", hfu/iln,ilr,!' ,ro'
nt l'.35 o'"ro"x, f .u.

NED NORRIS, JR., CHAIRMAN
TOHONO O'ODIIAM NAIION



RESOLT/TION NO. 12-460

ACTION: A}POINTING NATION,S NEGOTIATING TEAM FOR A COMPREIIENSIVE WATER RIGHTS SETTLEMENT

MOYED: COLTNCILWOMAN OLIVIA VILLEGAS-LISTON SECOND: COUNCILMAN HILARION CAMpUS

DATE| NOYEMBER 19,2012

DISTRICT LEGISLATIVE REPRESENTATIVES
#oF

VOTDS FOR AGAINST
NOT

VOTING ABSENT

BABOQ{NVARI
342.0

l. FRANCES MIGUELI,4'JC"
(Roberta Harvey) fPleJerr,
FRANCES G. ANTONEArrerr)
(Vernon Smith) fP.eseff)

z.

t7 t.0

t71.0

X

x

CHI.JKUT KUK
302.2

1. ETHEL GARCIA
(Sara Mae Williams)

2. BILLMAN LOPEZ

l5l . l0

151. 10

x

x

GU ACHI
244.9

I. TIMOTHY L. JOAQUIN

2. CYNTHIA E. MANUEL
(Louis L. Johnson)

122.45

122.45

x

x

GU VO
226.7

I. GRACE MANUEL
(Floyd Flores)

2. PAMELA ANGHILL
(Roselda trwis)

I 13.35

1 13.35

x

x

HICKIWAN
186.3

1. LOUIS R. LOPEZ
(Michelle Ortega)

2. SANDRA ORTEGA
(

93. L5

93. l5

x

x x

PISINEMO
200.7

1. CHESTER ANTONE
(Tony Murriem)

2. EDWARD MANUEL
(Gerald FaFant)

100,35

100.3 5

x

x

SAN LUCY
204.6

I, LORRAINE EILER

2. ]ANA MONTANA
(Gloria Ramirez)

102.30

102.30

x

X

SAN XAYIDR
215.8

I. HILARION CAMPUS
(Racheal Vilson-Stoner)

2. OLIVIA VILLEGAS-LISTON
(Eugene Enis)

107.90

107.90

X

x

SCHUKTOAK
r69.8

I. FRANCES B. STEPHENS
(Anthony J. Rios)

2. FREDERICK JOSE
(PhyUis Cachora)

84.90

84.90
X

x

SELLS
475,7

I. ARTHUR WILSON
(Kimberly Mull)

2. EVELYN B. JUAN MANUEL
( )

237 .85

237 .85

x

x

SIF OIDAK
2L1.9

I, NICHOLAS JOSE

2. MARY LOPEZ
( )

105.95

105.95

x

x

TOTAL 2,780.60 1,926.55 854.05 -0- t0rl


