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f,EGISI.,ATIVE ORDEROF THE TOHONO O'ODHIIM I,EGISI,ATIVE COUNCII,
(Suspending Michael T, Telep, Jr. Without Pay)

I,EGISI,ATIVE ORDER NO. 13-062

the Legislative Conncil is exclusively vested with the powerto aplroint and remove the

Nation's iudges (Constitution ofthe Tohono O'odham Natlon, Artlcle VIII, Sections 3

and 4, and Artlcle XIII, Sections I and 3); and

the Tohono O'odham fudicial Court's iurisdiction to r€view Legislative Council

removal proceedings is "extremely limiteil," Francisco v. Manael, t9-WM-4664 at 9

(T.O.Jud.Ct. Nov. 15, 1989); "There is, after all, no right to hold office;' Enos Ftanclsco,

Jr. v. tregisla tlve Co an cll, (Trlal Ct, Mar. 7, l 9t9) I Tohono O'odham R€ports 76, 77; and

WHEREAS' in additlon to possesslng the powerto appoint and remove, the Legislative Corncll ls

vested with the power to susp€nd Nation's iudges from ofnce for criminal condrct,
gross neglect ofduty, andothergrounds, subiectto a reasonable cause determlnation

by th€ tudiciary Committee and a final determlnation by the f,egistatiye Council (6

T.O,C, Chapter 4 - Suspension ofJndges); and

on December 1i3, 2O'.2 Chief Judge Teresa Donahtre (the ,,Accuser") filed with the

f udiciary CoInmittee Chairperson a wrltten stateInent for suspension from otllce (th€

"Suspension Staternent') agalnst Tohono O'odham NationJudge MichaelT. Telep, Jr.
(the "Accus€dJudge") inaccordance wlth the 6 T.O.C. Chapt€r4, Section4103 alleging

that the Accused fudge committed offenses for which suspension is available; and

the Accused Judge was served with notice of the reasonable cause hearing, the
Suspension Statement, and the Judicial Suspension Reasonable Cause Ilearlng
Procedures adopted by the Iudiciary Committee; and

WHEBEAS, onlanuary 16, 2013, theJrdiciary Commlttee conducted a reasonable causc hearing
in accordance with the provlsions of 6 T.O.C, Chapter 4, Section 4104 and found
reasonable cause that the Accused Judge committed gross neglect ofduty, conduct
preiudictalto the administratlon ofiustice, and misconduct rellectrng onthe dignlty
and integrlty of the court as charged in th€ Suspenslon Statement (Judiciary

Committee Resolutions No. l3-04, No, l3-OS, and No. l3-06); and
pursuartto 6T.o.c. chapter4, section 4104(D), the Judiciary committee liled with the
secretary of the Legislative coucil a copy of the suspension statement and lts
resolutions llndlng reasonable causei and

by Legislative order No. 13-024, th€ r,egislative councll set a iudlcial suspension
hearing for the accusedtudge for Febmary t,2013 atl0:00 a.m. and adopted Judiciar
suspension Irearing Procedures to gov€m the council's suspension proc€edlngsi and

WHEREAS,
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WHEREAS, in accordance with Section 4105 of6 T.O.C. Chapter 4 and the fudicial Suspenslon

Hearing Proc€durcs, theAccuscdludgewaspersonallyserved onIanuary29,2Ol3wlth

(1) notice ofthe February t,2013 srspension hearing, (2) a copy ofthe Susp€nslon

Statement, (3)copies ofludiclary Comniftee Resolutlons No.13-O4, No.13-O5, andNo,

13-06, and (4) a copy ofthe ludicial Suspension Hearing procedures; and

the Accused fudge was giy€n notice and the opportunity to be present at the

srspension hearing, be represented by legal couns€l, call and qrestion witnesses,

cross-examlne witnesses agalnst hin, rnake openlng and closlng statements, Ille
motions, make obiections, present evidence, and otherwise answer the charges

contained in the Susp€nsion Statement; and

after conductfurg a suspension hearing and considering the evidence, the Legislafive

Council found the Accused trdge responsible for commltting offenses as provided by

6 T.O.C. Chapter 4, Section 4102 and as charged in the Suspension Statem€nt and

suspended hlm for slnty days; and

pursuantto 6 T.O.C. Chapter4, subsection 41oG(B), .,Drring the term ofa suspenslon,

asuspendediudge shall not exercise any powers ofthe fudicial courtand shall notbe
deemed to continue fur ofrce."; and

prrsuant to Judiclal Srspension Hearing procedurcs 23(C), ,,Ihe Accused shall not
continue in oflice during the term ofthe suspension, and the council in a separatc
order may vote to suspend the Accused's pay during that period."

NOW' THER-EFORE' BE lT ORDERED by the Tohono O'odham Legislative Council that Michael I.
Telep, Ir. is suspended withotrt pay for sixty days elfective imrnediatelv.

foregoing order was passed by the Tohono o'odham f,egislative council on the ogm dav of
at a meeting at which a quorum was present wlth a vote ot2.7tO,60 FOR: _0_

AGIUNST; -O-NOTvOTING; and l03l ABSENT, pursuantto thepowersvestedin the Coulrcilbyertfcfe
vI' section I (d) and o)r Article VIII, section 3 and 4; and Article xul, section I and 3 of the
constltution ofthe Tohono o'odham Nation, adopted by the Tohono o'odham Nation on fanuaryl8' l9E6; and approved by the Acting Deptrty Assistant Secretary - Indian Alfairs (Operatlons) on
March 6, 1986, pursuant to Section lG ofthe Act ofJune lt, f934 (48 Stat. 984),

4
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Evonne Wilson, Legislatlve Secretary
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LEGISLATIVE ORDER NO. T3.062

ACTION; SUSPENDING MICHAEL T. TELEP, JR, WITHOUT PAY

MOVED: COIJNCILWOMAN FRANCES G, ANTONE SDCOND: COUNCILWOMAN FRANCES MIGUEL

DATE: FT,BRUARY 08, 2013

DISTRICT LEGISLATWE REPRESENTATIVES
#oF

VOTES FOR AGAINST
NOT

VOTING ABSENT

BABOQUIVARI
342.0

l. FRANCES MIGUEL
(Roberta Harvey)
FMNCES C. ANTONE
(Vernon Smith)

2.

171.0

171.0

x

x

CHUKT]T KUK
302.2

I. ETHEL GARCIA
(Sara Mae Williams)

2, BILLMAN LOPEZ
( )

151 . l0

151 . l0

x

x

GU ACHI
244.9

l. TIMOTHY L. JOAQUIN

CYNTHIA E. MANUEL
(lruis L. Johnson)

2.

122.45

122.45

x

x

GU VO
226.7

I. CRACE MANUEL
(Floyd Flores)

2. PAMELA ANGHILI-
( )

I 13.35

I l3.3s

x

x x

HICKTWAN
186,3

1. LOUIS R. LOPEZ
(Michelle Ortesa)
SANDM ORTEGA2.

93. l5

93. 15

x

X x

PISINEMO
200.7

I. CHESTER ANTONE
(Tony Murriena )

2. EDWARD MANUEL
(Cerald Fayuant)

100.35

100.35

X

x

x

SAN LUCY
204.6

1, LORRAINE EILER
(Diana Manuel)

2. JANA MONTANA
(Cloria Ramirez)

107.30

r02.30

x

X

SAN XAYIER
215.8

I. HILARION CAMPUS
(Racheal Vilson-Stoner)

2. OLIVIA VILLEGAS-LISTON
(Eugene Enis)

t07 .90

l0'7 .90

x
X

SCIIUK TOAK
169.8

1. FRANCES B. STEPI{ENS
(Anthony J. Rios)

2. FREDERICK JOSE
(Phyllis Cachora)

84.90

84.90

x
X

SELLS
475.7

I. ARTHUR WIT.SON
(Kimberly Mull)

2. MARIA ACKERMAN
)

237 .85

237 .85

x
x

SIF OIDAK
2t1.9

1. NICHOLAS JOSE()
2. MARY LOPEZ

(

105.95

105.95

x

X

TOTAL 2,780,@ 2,780.60 -0- -0- t031


