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RXSOIUIION OF THE TOHONO O'ODHAM LEGISI,ATIVE COUNCII
(Adopting "Building Codes,'as lE Tohono O'odham Code Chapt€r 3)

RESOI,UTION NO. I3-168

WIIEREAS' theConstitutionoftheTohonoO'odhamNationvcststhe TohonoO'odhamlegisla6ve

council wlth the authority "to promote, protectand provide for public health, peace,

morals' education and general welfare of the Tohono o'odham Nation and its
members" (Constitution, Article l(cX2)); and

the Tohono o'odham Nation's uniform Housing code ofl964, the National Electrical

Code of 1965' and the Fire Preventlon Code of 1965, crrrently compiled in Title lt,
Chapter 3 ofthe Tohono O'odham Code, are in need ofan update; and

wHERElls, the Nation's members sufferfrorn a chronic shortage ofsafe and alfordable housing;

and

WHEREAS' ln the absence of relevant building codes and a building inspections and code

enforcement infrastructure, houses and other structures on the Nation are llkelv to
continue to be constructed in an nnsafe manner; and

WHEREAS' the Honsing committee has m€t with the Nation's pranning and Economic
D€velopment lrepartment, Fir€ Department, Environmental protection Offic€, Nattrral
Resotrrces Department, Health and Human Seryices Department, Tohono O,odham
utilityAuthority, and Kt*rAssociation (colectrvery, "Bu ding codes working croup,,)
to r€view and dlscusswhich modelbullding codes would bestserve the Nation and its
members; and

WHEREAS' the Bnildlng codes working croup recommends adopting the ,,Bu1drng codes,,as lE
Tohono 

''odham 
code chapter 3, which incrudes codes addressing strtrcturar,

plumblng, electrical, mechanical, and other construction standards; and
while Title I of the Americans wlth Disabilities Act of 1990, as amendcd, excludes
Indian tribes from the designated "employers" who are required to rcasonabrv
accommodate quarilied disabred emproyees and Tifle I is not binding on the Nation,
the Leglslatlve Housing comnrittee believes it is in the Nation,s best interest to
voluntarily adopt the ADAAccessibility Guidelines for Bnildings and Facilities without
accepting the application ofthe ADA as a whole to the Nation; atrd
each model building code includes an "Administration" chapter which provrdes for
plans revlew and approval, permifting, f€e schedules, buitding lnspections, and
enforcement that is dcsigned to and capable ofholding builders accountable; and
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RESOf,UTION NO. 13-168
"Btrllding Codes" as l8 lohono O'odham Code Chapt€r l)

2 oI4

WHEREAS' the Natlon's Plannlng and Economic Development Department has full-tlme b -itding

inspectors on stall and is best qualilied to administer the codes within lE lohono

O'odham Code Chapter 3, Building Codes; and

the Housing Commlttee and Bnlldlng Codes Working Group scheduled, provided

notice, and met wlth the Nation's members at four publlc hearings on Iune 9, 2012,

Iune 11,2012,Iune 16,2O12, and lune 25,2Ot2 atdillerent locafions withln the Nation:

and

a majority of the Nation's members who attended the publlc hearings expressed

support for the adoption of updated buildtng codes, however, when the Housing
Commlttee presented the building codes to Council on Augtrst 13, 2012, the building
codes weren't approved; and

on april ll' 2013, the Housfug commlttee provided notice to the Nation's members of
a revised Nation's Buitding Codes, which include all the previous building codes
identlried durlng the august 2012 session, but which revises the section addresslng
tradltional homes; and

WHEREAS' sinceAugust 2or2, the Nation's Economic Deveropmentand pranning Department, il
coordination with the Olflce of Chairman and Vice_Chairwoman, drafted an
administrative pran outining how the Department wourd imprement the Nation's
Bdlding Codes, if they are adopted; and

it is in the best int€rest of the Nation to adopt the /.Burtding codes,, as lt rohono
O'odham Code Chapter 3.

NoW THEREFoRE, BD IT R-EsolvED bythe Tohono o'odham Legislative councll that it adopts the
"Buildlng Codes" as lt Tohono O,odham Code Chapter 3, provided that;
l' RcsorutionsNo.6T-1565,67-1566,1567,1568,1569and18 Tohonoo,odhamcode

Chapter 3, Articl€s l, 2, and 3 are repealed,

Any other laws of the Nation that dir€cfly conlllct with the provisions of the
"Bullding Codes,'are repealed to the ext€nt ofthe conflicr.
The ADA Accessibility cuidelines for Buildings and Facilities are adopted sotely
on a voluntary basis; the Nation ls nelther adopting nor conceding to the
appllcation of provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, as
amended, that are otherwise inappllcable to the Nation.

3.
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The Nation's Economlc Development and plannfutg Department shall submit

written proposals for the furisdlction-specific insertions identified in the

Building Codes.

Theforegoing Resolution waspassed by the Tohono o'odham Legislative council on the lzrH Day
of MAY, 2Ol3 at a meeting at which a quorum was present wlth a vote of Z!5ZCI0 FOR; 204.60

; -0-NOT VOTING; andIQIIABSENT, pursuantto the powers vested inthe CouncilbyArtlcle
I (c)(2) ofthe Constitution ofthe Tohono O'odham Nation, adopted by the Tohono O'odham Natlon
on January lt' r9E6; and approved by the acting D€puty Assistant secretary - Indlan Affairs

on March 6, 19t6, pursuant to Section 16 ofthe Act oflnne lt, 1934 (4t Stat. 984).

wllson
day of ,2013.

said Resohtion w;q subrnltted for apf fo-yar to the office of ahe chairman ofthe Tohono o'odham
Nation on tne 'hl aav oI /yW , zort at Lf :50 o'cloch, / .u.,
prrsuant to the provisions ofsection 5 ofCfticle vII ofthe Constitution and will becomebffecdve
upon his approval or upon his failure to either approve or disapprove tt within 48 hours of
strbmlttal.

lf,***oo"o ontne)g anr", /h4 ,ron

^r 9:?(n"r",.*,L;. 
n-

NED NORRISJR., CH]URMAN
TOHONO O'ODIIAM NAIION

[ | DTSaPPROVED
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Returned to the Legislatlve Secr etary onthe 23 ilay of
/) la

2olt, at /d '2 o'clocrr., / ,u.

Evonne Wilson,



ACTION: ADOPIING "BUILDING CODES' AS 18 TOHONO O'ODHAM CODE CHAPIER 3

MOVED: COUNCILWOMANOLMAVILLEGAS-LISTON

DATE: MAY 17. 2013

RESOLUTION NO. 13-168

SECOND: COUNCILWOMANETIIEL GARCIA

DISTRICT LEGISLATIVE REPRESENTATIVES
#oF

VOTES FOR AGAINST
NOT

VOTING ABSENT

BABOQTIIVARI
342.0

l. FRANCES MIGUEL arr€r.)
tRobena Harvev) /Prcscrr)
FRANCES G: ANTONE /,4r.rerr.r

(Vernon Smith) fleserl,
2.

l7l .0

171 .0

x

x

CHI]KI]T KUK
302.2

I. ETHEL GARCIA
(Sara Mae Williams)

2, BILLMAN LOPEZ
( )

15 t. 10

l5l.t0

x

x

GU ACHI
24.9

l. TIMOTHY L. JOAQUIN
()
CYNTHIA E. MANUEL
(Louis L. Johnson)

2.

122.45

t22.45

x

X X

GUVO
226.7

I. GRACE MANUEL
(Floyd Flores)

2. PAMELA ANGHILL
(

l13.35

I13.35

x

x

HICKIWAN
186.3

I. LOUIS R. LOPEZ
(Michelle Ortega)

2. SANDRA ORTEGA
)

93.r5

93. 15

x

x

PISINEMO
200.7

I. CHESTER ANTONE
(Tony Murrietta)

2. EDWARD MANUEL
(Gerald Fa)!ant)

100.35

100.35

X

x

SAN LUCY
204.6

t. LORRAINE ElLERf,{rse",
(Di,,na Manuel) (Pres e n t )
JANA MONTANA
(Gloria Ramirez)

2.

102.30

102.30

x

x x

SAN XAYIER
215.8

l. HILARION CAMPVS (Absen)
(Racheal Vilson-Stoner) fPreJerr)

2. OLIVIA VILLEGAS-LISTON
(Eugene Enis)

107.90

107.90

x

x

SCHUK TOAK
169.8

1, FRANCES B. STEPHENS
(Anthonv J. Rios)

2..FREDERICK JOSE
(Phyllis Cachora)

84.90

84.90

x

x

SELLS
475,7

I. ARTHUR WILSON
(Kimberly Mull)

2. MARIA ACKERMAN
)

237 .85

237 .85

x

X x

SIF OIDAK
211.9

I. NICHOLAS JOSE

2. MARY LOPEZ
(

105.95

105.95

x
X

TOTAL 2,780.60 2,576.0 204.60 -0- t031


