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RESOLUTION OF THE PAPAGO TRIBAL COUNCIL

(H.R. 5ll8 - water Bill)

RES. N0. 'l55-81

WHEREAS, Non-Indian surface water diversion and/or groundwater pumping near

or bordering the San Xavier Reservation, the eastern portion of the

Schuk Toak District, the Chui Chu area of the Sif 0idak District
and the Gila Bend Reservation has resulted in the lowering of ground-

water tables, the compaction of subtemanean lands, the periodic

flooding of land and the deterioration of water quality, a1 I in
derogation and to the detriment of the rights of the Papago people

and its members; and

WHEREAS, the United States and the Papago Tribe and certain allotment owners,

in their own right and on behalf of the Papago Tribe and individual
allottees of the San Xavier District, filed suit in 1975 in the

United States District Court for the District of Arizona (respect-

ively Cause No. CIV 75-39 and CIV 75-51 ) seeking, among other

remedies, a declaration of their rights in and to the use of surface

and groundwaters; damages resulting from the use of surface and

groundwater in derogation of their rights; and iniunctive relief to
prohibit withdrawals of surface and groundwaters of the Upper Santa

Cruz Basi n; and

WHEREAS, the Papago Council did appoint a l^later Cormission made up, among

others, of members residing within the San Xavier, the Schuk Toak,

the Sif Oidak, and the San Lucy Districts, in order to review and

study all available materials and data relative to said water basins,

and to negotiate and develop a legislative settlement of their
respective water rights claims in said Basins, and to conduct publ ic
hearings in the Districts; and

WHEREAS, on the l4th day of February" 1980, the Papago Tribal Council passed

Resolution No. l0-80, wherein it authorized and approved the negotia-
tion and development of a legislative settlenent of the water right
claims of the Papago Tribe and its members in the water basins on,

near or under the San Lucy, San Xavier, Schuk Toak and Sif Oidak

Districts by means of a Congressional bill to be enacted into Public

Law of the United States which would provide the terms and conditions
of the settlement and would establish the method and means of the

inplementing the settlement, and delegated to the Water Comission
and the Chairman of the Papago Council full authority to negotiate
and develop such legisiative settlement; and

WHEREAS, on July 3l , 1981 , Congressman Udall introduced a Bill (H.R. 4363) to
provide water to the Papago Tribe of Arizona and its members, to
settle tribal and individual water right claims in portions of the

Papago Reservation, and for other purposes; and

WHEREAS, on August 25, l98l , the Papago Tribal Council passed Resolution No.
.l04-8.l , wherein it cited the deficiencies in H.R.4363 and recofinnended

that H.R. 4363 be anended to comect said deficienciesl and
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WHEREAS, on December 3, 1981 , Congressman Udall introduced a new bill
(H.R. 51.|8) to provide water to the Papago Tribe of Arizona and

its menbers, to settle tribal and individual water right claims in
portions of the Papago Reservation, and for other purposes; and

I^IHEREAS, the four affected Districts reviewed and studies the tenns and

provisions of H.R. 5ll8 and passed resolutions in regards thereto,
citing certain deficiencies in H.R. 5ll8 (San Lucy District,
December 

.|2, 
1981; Sif Oidak District on December 15, l98l; San

Xavier District on December 
.16, I98l; and Schuk Toak District on

December 17, l98l ) ; and

WHEREAS" the Papago Tribal Council has reviewed H.R. 5118 and finds that
this Congressional bill fails to make any provision for the

settlement of the water right clairns of the Chui Chu area of the

Sif 0idak District; and

WHEREAS, unless an amendment is made to H.R.5ll8 to provide for and qualify
the water claims of the Chui Chu area of the Sif 0idak District ano

to provide the means to put this water to a beneficial use prior to
H.R. 5llB beinE enacted into law, the Papago Tribe will be forced to
'instigate litigation against all non-Indian water users in the Casa

Grande-Mari copa-Stanfi e1d water basin and against the United States

Goyernnent on or before Decenber 31 , 1982; and

tlHtREAS, although the Papago Tribal Council continues to comrend Congressman

Udall and his staff on their efforts and endeavors to draft a

Congressional bill that would settle the San Xavier and Schuk Toak

Districts! water right clairns, H.R. 5118 as introduced is still
deficient in certafn other aspects that could prove detrimental to
the Papago Tri be .

N0W, THEREF0RE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Papago Council that it requests that
H.R. 5il8 be anended in the following manner:

1. To provide an equitable and reasonable firm water supply
to the Chui Chu area of the Sif Oidak District and to
provide the means to put this water to a beneficial use;

2. To authorize the continued developnent of the Vaiva Vo
irrigation project using groundwater recharge created by
Reservation fIood waters stored behind Tat ltlomol ikot Dam;

3. To quantify Gila Bend Reservation water rights and provide
the means to put the water to a beneficial use;

4. To provide the means to put the total quantity of water to
be delivered to the San Xavier Reservation and the Schuk
Toak District to a beneficiai use;

5. To define finn water supply as an assured annual quantity
of water suitable for diversified agricultural cropping
patterns;

6. To provide for the improvement and extension of the existtng
irrigation systen on the San lavier Reservation and the
protection of that water source.
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BE IT FURTHER RES0LVED that the Papago Council does hereby continue to

authorize and approve the negotiation and development of a
'legislative settlernent, and it hereby authorizes the Water

Comnission, the Chairman of the Papago Tnibe and the attorneys

and lobbyists to do whatever is necessary to seek amendment of
H.R. 5ll8 as set forth hereinabove, and to secure enactnent of
the amended bill into law.

The foregoing Resolution was duly enacted by the Papago Council on the 22nd
day of December l98l , at a rneeting at which a quorun was present with a vote
of '1054.5 for; 0 against; 93.5, not voting; and 0 absent,.
pursuant to the auTfioiity vested inTE-e Papago Council by SEcTlon-Z (a), (d)
and (m) of Article V of the Constitution and By-1aws of the Papago Tribe of
Arizona as amended, ratified by the Papago Tribe on Decenber 12, 1936, and
approved by the Secretary of the Interior on January 6, 1937, pursuant to
Section 16 of the Act of June 18, 1934 (48 stat. 984). Said Resolution is
not subject to review by the Secretary of the Interior and is effecti ve as
of the date of its enactment by the Papago Council.

THE PAPAGO COUNCIL

ATTEST:

rLJ /t2-81
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Moved: John Narcho

Seconcied : Nicholas Jose

Date: Decdnber I8,198I
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lstf ICiS i{eoresentaclves \/.rt-fi< F.\r. 
^.'^ 

i -cr \'^!. - Absent
BAaOQU IVr\RI

Lt)

I. Edward N. Kis to
(Joann carcia )

2. Kenneth Chico, Sr.
(Donald Harve\z)

61.) x

CHUKUT KUK

lL7

I. Rosernary Lopez
(

2, Harrj.et Toro
(Lawreqce Jose)

qq (

\r u A\-tl t-

'I ?1

1. Angelo J. Joaquin,
Cr

(Joseph Pete Ramon)
2. Cipriano Manuel-

(Fernando Joaquin)

6r.5

61.5

GU VO

)q

Cross Antone
(Juan Joe Cipriano)
Alvin VirgiL Lewis
(Henrv F. Manuel)

z

27.0

27.o

?!

X

}IICKIIJE.N

79

1. Henry A. Ramon
(Jarnes Angea)

2. Delma Garci_a
(Archie Pilone)

PISINEI.IO

6Z

1,. Lamando Francisco
(iierman Lopez)

2. Johnson Jose
(Frank Garcie) .

4I.0

4I.0

SAN LUCY

44

L . Max P. .fose :

(GarfieId tenzo)
2, Albert comez

(Jeannie Morris)

)) n x

SAN XAVIER

L07

I. John B. Narcho
(Sinon uamake)

2. John Lewis(Carnelit3 Mattias)
f,J. f,

x

SCITUK TOAK

OJ

1. Alex Juan
(Francisco Jose, Jr. )

2. Jo Ann Francisco
(PrisciLla G. Domingo)

+r.tr

{r.f,

SELLS

J,OII

l- Andree, M. patricio
(Larry carcia)

2. Fred Stevens
(Dennis Jose)

84.0

84.0

SIF OIDAK

IIO

l-. EIIi.ot Lewis
(Eugene Jose)

2. Nicklos Jose( AIice llorris )i

58.0

58.0

TOTALS
--_-T--_..._-

1148.0 10s4.0 0 0


