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RESOLUTION OF THE TOHONO O,ODHAM LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

(Affjrmation of Tribal Taxation Rights)

RES. N0. 324-87

WHEREAS, Senator John Melcher (D-Mont.) and Representative Ron Marlenee

(D-Mont.) have introduced bills (HB 2185 and SB 1139) limiting tribal

taxation authority by imposing a moratorium on approval of tribal tax

ordinances by the Secretary of the Interior and defining certain tax

regulations for tribes; and

WHEREAS, the Constitution of the Tohono 0'Odham Nation, Article VI, Section I

(d)(4) defines the power of the Nation to levy taxes on "...any

person, corporation, or association residing or doing business

within the Tohono 0'0dham Nation...", and

WHEREAS, the San Xavier District is directly affected by having a non-Indian

conmunity within the boundaries of the Tohono 0'0dham Nationrs San

Xavier District who are paying no taxes to the Nation or the District;

and

IIHEREAS, the San Xavier District Council strongly opposes limitation of a

trjbe's power to tax and concurs with the statement on these bills by

the Montana Indian Tribes that "... the right to tax is a necessary

attribute of self government, of sovereignty..."

NOl,rl, THEREF0RE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Tohono 0'Odham Legislative Council that

it hereby seeks the support and reinforcement on behalf of the San

Xavier District, the Tohono 0'0dham Nation, and American Indians and

Alaska Natives to the 44th Annual Congress of American Indians in

Tampa, Florida to strongly affirm tribal taxation rights and lobby to

defeat the Mel cher/Ma rl enee Bills.

BE IT FURTHER RES0LVED the the 0fficial Delegate of the Tohono 0'odham Nation

to the National Congress of Anreri can Indians is hereby authorized and

directed to do everything necessary to implement the purposes of this

reso l uti on.
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(AffirmatT6i-6i Tribal Taxation Rights)
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The foregoing resolution was passed by the Tohono 0'odham Council on the 15th
day of September, 1987, at a meeting it nti.n a quorum was present with a-vote
of 1,640.0 for; -0- against; -0- not voting; and 01 absent, pursuant to the
powe-rs vested inTh-e Council Efsection I (d)(4) 6T Article VI of the Consti-
tution of the Tohono 0'odham Nation, adopted by the Tohono 0'odham Nation on

January 18, 1986, and approved by the Acting Deputy Assistant Secretary -
lndian Affairs (0perations) on l4arch 6, 1986, pursuant to Section 16 of the Act
of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 984).

TOHONO O'ODHM LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

islative Secretary

of , Ls t1.

Said Resolution was submitted for approval to the office of the Chairman of the
Tohono O'odham Nation on the /7tu day of .Gzl'*Lr , rcf7_, at 2;15
o'clock, /_.n., pursuant to t6Tprovisions of Settibn 5 of Article VII of the
Constitufion and will becorne effective upon his approval or upon his failure to
either approve or disapprove it within 48 hours of submittal.

TOHONO O. ODHAI.,I LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

-ru10*

N APPROVED

I ] DISAPPROVED

)

)

cnthe 4htuv@t%*
2t,z/ o'r|ock,4fu.tri.

Returned to Legislative Secretary on ,n" frftou,
o'clock. /.n.

slative Chai rperson

TOHONO OIODHAM NATION

Teresa M. Choyguha
Legi slative Secretary

Lg_EZ,



MOVED: TONY FELIX

SECoND: FUGENE ENIS. SR.

DATE: srprrlrerR 15. 19BZ

DISTRICTS REPRESENTATIVES

SUBJECT: AFFTRI,IATION OF TRIBAL TAXATION

RIGHTS

RESoLUTT0N dfixdfldItMNd6 # 324-87
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