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RESOLUTION OF THE TOHONO O I ODHAM LEGTSLATIVE COUNCIL
(urging congress to Recognize the fnportance of Tribal Judicial

, Systens and help Strengthen and Upgrade Tribal Courts)

RES, NO. 69-89

}IHEREAS, the U.S. Connission on Civil Rights has conducted

investigations into alleged violations of the Indian

Civil Rights Act by tribal governments and will soon

subnit a report to congress outlining its findings and

recomnendations; and

WHEREAS, the investigations focused on less than five tribal
governnents in the states of South Dakota and Arizona

although nore than 144 fndian Tribes operate tribal
governnents and tribal courts; and

WHEREAS, the Conmission has refused to a1low publi-c. access to the

findings of its investigation and avoided positive input

fron Tribes about other tribal governnent systens; and

WHEREAS, the final report will be submitted to Congress soon and

it is believed to contain reconnendations inferring that
aIl tribal court systens and governnents are identical
to those systens found to have violated the provisions

of the fndian Civil Rights Act; and

I|HEREAS, tribal courts have historically been narginally funded

by congress resultj-ng in nunerous obstacles to their
efficiency and independence; and

WHEREAS, there have been several studies documenting the needs of
tribal justice systems which have not been updated nor

considered in any meaningful nanner; and

!iI{EREAS, the reconnendations contained in these studies continue

to be valid and should be considered and i.nplenented.

NOW, TIIEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Legislati.ve Council of the

Tohono orodhan Nation that it does hereby respectfu).ly

urge Congress to recognj.ze the inportaDce of tribal
judicial systens and help strengthen and upgrade tribal
courts and related justice systens by:

1. Appropriating 6ignificant additional funds to enable
tribal courts to inprove and upgrade delivery ofjudicial serv j.ces; and
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congress to Recognize the Importance of Tribal Judicial
and help strengthen and Upgrade Tribal courts)

(2)

2. Enact legislation sinilar to the state Justice
rnstitute Act of r9a4, 42 U,S.C. 10701 et seq. which
provides funds for the inprovenent of State court
systens in dispensing justice; and

3. Creating, pursuant to this legislation, an organ-
izat.io'r independent of the Bureau of hdian Affairs
to adninister and direct the progrannatic, financial
and adninistrative requirements of the proposed
tribal judici.al legislation; and

4, Establishing substantive lncentives for tribes who
ensure the independence and integrity of tribaljudicial systens; and

5, Establishing a National Comnission to consist of
tri.bal judges and attorneys knowledgeable of tribaljudiclal systems and who represent the various tylre
of tribal courts in operation throughout Indian
country.

TtIe foregoing Resolution was passed by the Tohono o'odhan council
on the ?th day of February r 1989 at a neeting at which a
quorun rtas present with a vote of 1,640.0 for; -O- against; -0-
not voting; and 02 absent, pursuaiE-T6---:EEe poweiF-vested in EE6
council by secil-on 1 (c) (21 & (j) of Article Vr of the
constitution of the ro@adopted by the Tohono
Orodhan Nation on January 18, 1986, and approved by the Acting
Deputy Assistant Secretary - fndian Affairs (Operations) on March
6, 7946, pursuant to Section 15 of the Act of June 18, 1934 (48
stat. 984).

TOHONO O'ODTIAI,I LEGTSLATIVE COT'NCIL

/s'd^y of M ar<-h , ts?? .

ATTEST:

\$\' day or \tfntha , tr $\.
said Resolution was subnitted for approval to the gffice of the
alhairnan of thc F.rh.!n^ nrr1.:lh.m ltratint1 nn thc tgt drlr nfChairman of the Tohono o'odhan Nation on the /* day of

, Ls <1 = , at 3-?t oEoEI; p .u.,
the provisions of section 5 of Article vlf of the
and will becone effective upon his approval or upon

to either approve or diaapprove it within 48 hours of

TOHONO OI ODHAM LEGISLA?IVE COI'NCIL

z/"r'"/ &

const itut ion
his failure
subnittal .
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RES. NO. 69-89
(urging congress
systens and Help
Page Three (3)

to Recognize
Strengthen and

the Inportance of Tribal Judicial
Upgrade Tribal Courts )

rtl
tl

on rhe 3"J. a.y * Mq-r-(- , $-W,
o'clock, * .u.

-n4Returned to the Legislative Secretary on the day of

, Ls 8? , at /012/ o'clock, t ,".

APPROVED

DI SAPPROVED at

TOHONO O I ODHN{ NATION

Legi6lative



MOVED: Tony Felix

SECOND: Joseph Juan

DATE: February 27 , 7989

# NOT
DTSTRICTS REPRESENTATIVES OF VOTE S FOR AGAINST VOTING ABSENT

CHUKIIT KUK 1. ROSitA RUiZ
159.0 ( Rosenary Lopez )2. Harriet Toro

()

x

x

t28.O (E1eanor santos l
2. Henry Ranon

(Billy Manuel )

Gu vo 1. Cross Antone
117.0 (Juan Joe cipriano)

2. virgil Lewls
(Roy uontana)

SAN LUCY 1, John Reno
85 .0 ()

2, ax Jose
( Deney Ortega)

115.0 (AIex Antone )
2. Johnson Jose

1s8.0 ( )2, Percy Lopez
()

24L.O (Frances Miguel )
2. Kenneth chico, Sr.

()

sAN XAVIER 1. Tony Felix
726.0 (carmelita Mattias )

2. Eugene Enis
(Michael Rios )

105.0 (Frances Francisco )
2. Julia CarrilLo

( JoAnn Franeisco )

257.0 ( )
2, Andrew Patricio

(Daniel Lopez )

sIF oIDAK 1. wiflard Juan, sr.
( l,lel issa cregorio )

2. Nicholas Jose
(Letitia Garcia)

84 .5

84 .5

-ET.T-

64.O

-8E.3-

58 .5

-vT:5-

42 .5

-TE.T--

58. 0

-a9.6-

79,O

l.20-lT-

720.5

-T3.T--

53.0

-325-
52 .5

TzE.3-
128.5

-Ugi--

69.0

x

-x__
x

-------E-

x

_-T-
x

_-T-
x

x

----T-
x

_-E-
x

---r-
x

----x-
x

138.0

TOTAL 1,640.0 1,54O.0 -o- -o- o2

SI'BJECT: Urging Congress to recogmize

Inportance of Tribal Judicial systens

Help Strengthen,/Upgrade Triba1 Courts
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